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THE 


EDITOR’s PREFACE. 


T is with pleafure that I can, by the affifiance of 
| fome kind hands who tranflated this book, lay 
before the Public the Hiftory of the Churoh, known 
by the name of Unitas Fratrum, or, The United Bre- 
thres. It thas been much afked for by fome in this 
country, who are defirous af an account which may 
be depended upon, of a people which has pafied 
through goad and much evil report. 

The imegrity of the Author may be relied on. He 
had the moft authentic materials for his work; and 
his impartiality is as well known to thofe who were 
acquainted with him, as his integrity and ability. 
He has evidently avoided painting in ftrong colours 
the beauties of the church to which he belonged, 
rather difpofed to fhow the miftakes and defeéts of its 
members in many inftances, than to give a flattering 
picture of them. 

Cranz wrote bis hiftory as a mafter of the fubyect 
upon, and the language in, which he wrote. The 
trantlators fe plainly that the ftile and diction of she 
wark here prefented to the reader fall far fhort 
of the original: but this is the cafe with almoft all 
tranflations. We, therefore, hope that the candid 
reader will make a charitable allowance in this ree 
foo : and, #f he fhould meet with a Germanifm, $s. 
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he will chink it is a tranflation. Indeed, the different 
conftirutions and cuftoms of the cotmtries mentioned 
in this work, and confequently the different offices, 
modes bf expreffion in divinity, in the law, 8c. make 
it very difficult to tranflate fuch an hiltory as this, fo 
as to render the diGion always pleafing. This book 
has paffed through two editions in Germany, and 
anfwered the propofed end, by fhowing the origin 
and progrefs of the church of the Brethren, and the 
true ftate of their cafe. The Author, who departed 
this life in the year 1777, was fo kind as to under- 
take fome emendations, from papers and obferva- 
tions put into his hands, for the ufe of this tranf- 
lation. But it pleafed God to take him to him- 
fel fwfore he had completed it. However, it 
has been, in feveral places, corrected and amended, 
agreeably to his intention, and to authentic do- 
cuments. 

As the Author wrote in Germany, he could natu- 
rally fuppofe the religious and civil conftitution of 
that country to be well known there. But as this 
cannot be expected to be the cafe of every Englith 
reader, a few notes have been added by way of illuf- 
tration. 

The Author has, at the end of every fection, quoted 
the boaks and manuicripts from whence he took his 
materials, As fcarcely any of thefe books have been 
publifhed in Englifh, and as they are in very few 
hands, it was thought unneceffary to follow him in 
this refpect ; fince. 1 would not be of any reaj fervice 
to the reader. We have, however, given a lift of 
fuch books and manufcripts after this Preface: 

and, 
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and, as the titles are, moftly, in Latin, or ia German, 
we have added a tranflation of them. 

Of the Ancient Brethren,’ Fobn sAencs Comenius 
has given a brief hiftorical Account in a treatife pre- 
fixed to his Exborstation of the Churches of Bobemia to 
the Church of England, 8c. written tn Latin, and de- 
dicated to-king Charles Ii” 

This and ether hiftorians of the church of the Bre- 
thren have been known and read by the learnéd in 
Great Britain and Ireland; and the eftablifhed 
churches of thefe kingdems have fhown warm affec- 
tion and efteem for that ancient Proteftant epifcopal 
church, ever fince the time of the Reformation. 

Even at the beginning of this century, the ex- 
iftence and ‘ the deplorable condition of this 
“ Proteftant epifcopal church in Poland +,” were 
fo well known in England, that an Order of the 
privy council was iffued on the 1oth of March 
1715, ** for their relief, and for preferving the 
“ remainder of the faid epifcopal churches in 


* The original of this book has been reprinted in Londor, in 
12mo, by J. Downing, in rzi0o. The utle is: De Bono Uniratzs 
et Ordinis, Difetplinagque ac Obedientiz, im Ecclefia ree conftituta, 
wel confiitucnda, Ecclefie Bobemee ad Anglianam Parenehis 
Seripta a Fo. Amos Comenzo, Ecelefie Fratrum Bobemoarum*E pifcopo $ 
ob Ueslitasemt fuam turbulentss bis Temporsbus recafa. 

A tranflation of 11 was printed in London in gto by Thomas 
Parkburit, in 1661, bearing this ttle: Az Exhortatton of the 
Churches of Bobemia to the Church af England; wherem is fer forth 
the Good of Unsty, Onder, Diferpline, andObedrence 12 Churches rightly 
now, orto be, conftituted, ‘1 ith a Def riptron premifed tf the Order 
dnd Difiipline ufed sa the Churches of As Brethren of Bobemia, (&¢, 
A uses Comengxs. To which is fill added. hrs Dedcatory 

ddrefs to the Chureb ‘of England. ° With a recommendatory Pre=' 
face of Fooua Tymarchus. | 

t See 482 Fratrum Unitatss in Angha, Report, &e. p. at, &e, 
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“ Great Poland -and Polifh Pruffia’* This order 
of the council was granted, ‘“* upon the humbie pe- 
«* tition of the bifhops and clergy af the reformed 
“* epifcepal churches, frft fettled in Bohemia, and, 
“* fince, forced, by the perfecutions of their ene- 
«© mies, to retire into the Greater Poland and Pohth 
‘© Proffia;” and obtained for them ‘‘ upon a repre- 
“¢ fentation made to his Majefty by Dr. Wilzam Wake, 
“* archbifhop of Canterbury, and Dr. Jobn Rodinfom 
*¢ bifhop of London.” 

Archbifhop Wake did not act herein merely as a 
humane Chriftian, without enquiry. He wrote to 
Dr. Daniel Erneft Fablonfky, dean of the chapel of the 
king of Pruffia, and eldeft bifhop of the Unity at that 
period, defiring an account of the churches of the 
Brethren: to which Dr. Fablonfky gave him a full 
and fatisfaCtory anfwer, proving their epifcopal fuc- 
eeffion, and fhowing the former flourifhing, and the 
-prefent diftreffed, ftate of their churches. This de- 
duction was printed by Dr. Pfaffius, chancellor of the 
univerfity of Tuebingen, in his book, De Succefione 
Lipifcopali*. 

As to that part of the prefent Church of the Brethren, 
known, by the name of Unitas Fratrum, or, The 
United Brethren of the Auguftan Confeffon, the account 
of which forms the greateft part of this hiftory ; this 
has alfo not been unknown tothe divines in England, 
at, and fince, its revival in Herrnbut, 

The late archbifhop of Canterbury, ohn Potter, 
faid, ‘* That no Englifhman, who had any notion 


* See 48a Fratrain Unitatis in Anglia. Report, bc. page 6. 
Gé ot 
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«of ecclefaftical hiftory, could doubt of their (epif. 
** copal) fucceffion *.” 

The Committee of the Afociates of the late Dr. Bray, 
for propagating Chriftiamty among the Negroes, deli- 
vered the following report at a meeting held on the 
ed of March 1736-77. 

«© Read, A report from the committee appointed 

‘“* to wait upon his grace the archbifhop of Canter- 
“ bury, then elect, to defire his grace’s opinion con- 
cerning the church of the Moravian Brethren, till 
“ now at Herrnhut; and to know whether any thing 
“© in their doctrines was fo far repugnant to thole of 
the church of England, as to make it impro- 
“ per for to employ fome of the Brethren in in- 
“ ftructing the negroes in chriftianity ? Which 
Obinion was: 
«“ That he had Jong been acquainted, by books, 
* with the Moravian Brethren ; and that they were 
‘© apoftolical and epifcopal, not fuftaining any doctrines 
repugnant to the thirty-nine articles of che church 
of England: and that he was confirmed in thefe 
fentuments of them by the conferences he had 
lately had with the count of Ziazendorf, one of 
their Brethren, and director of the churches of the 
“¢ Moraviaas.” 

Archbifhop Potter’s congratulatory letter to count 
Zinzendorf, wpon his having been coniecrated a 
bifhop, is a proof of the church of the Brethren 
not being unknown. I will here infert it at large, as 
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° See A@a Fratvum Unitatis in Angla Report, &. page 7- 
t Ibid. Report, &c. p. 7. and Appandia, p. Lip 
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I find it in the 486 Fratran Unitatis in. dagha, primed 
in 1749 *. 
‘¢ Viro admodum Reverendo, 
* Domino Nico.ao Lupovico, Moravienfi Epifcopo, 
“ Joannes CaNnTUARIENSIS, S. P, D. 

*¢ Sanctam illam, vereque illuftrem (quibufcunque 
“* forte tenebris jam fit involuta) Moravienfem 
“© Cathedram, ad quam, favente Divino Numine, 
“¢ plaudente ceelefti choro (id enim dubitare nos 
** haud finit, quam de te concepimus, opinio) nu- 


* See the Report of the Committee, &c. pages 8 and 9. 
A literal Tranflation of his Grace the Archbifoop of Canterbury's 


Coagratulation. 
John, by Divine Providence, Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
To the Right Reverend 

Count Nicholas Lewis, Bifhop of the Moravian Church, 

fendeth greeting. 

Moft fincerely and cordially I congratulate you, upon your 
having been lately raifed to the facred and juftly celebrated epsf- 
copal chair of the Moravian church, (by whatever clouds it may 
be now obfcured) by the grace of Divine Providence, with the 
applaufe of the heavenly hoit: for the opinion we have conceived 
of you, does not fuffer us to doubrit. Ic is the iabject of my 
ardent prayer, that this honour, fo conferred, and which your 
merit fo juftly entitles you to, may prove no lefs beneficial to the 
church, than at all times acceptable to yourfelfand your’s. For, 
infufiicient as [ am, I fhould be entirely anworthy of that high 
ftation in which Divine Providence has placed me, were I not to 

ow myfelf ever ready to ufe every exertion in my power, for 
the afliftance of the umverfal church of God! bat to lave and 
embrace, even preferably to others, your church, united with us 
in the clofe? bond of love ; having hitherto, as we have been in- 
formed, iovariably maintained both the pure and primiure 
faith, and the difcipline of the fir church; berg neither ingi- 
midated by dangers, nor feduced by the manifold temptations of 
Satan. I requeft, iM rerarn, tHe fupport of yoor prayers, and 
that you will falute in my name your brother-bifhops, -as well as 
the whole Chriffian flock over which God has made you an over-~ 
feer. Farewell. 

“Given at Weftminfter, the roth day of July 1737. 
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‘S per es evectus, fincere atque ex iatime corde gra- 
* culor: qui tibi haud fine eximio merito delatus 
<¢ honos, ut ecclefia falutaris fit, nec tibi tuifve 
““ unguam .poenitendus, ardenti prece contendo. 
“© Hoc enim faftigio, quo Divina me Providentia, 
<< utcunque imparem, confltituit, penictus effem in- 
“ dignus, pt me¢,yniverfo Dei populo, pro virih, 
*¢ opem terre Semper exhiberem paratum , vos autem, 
“ pra: @pteris, amegin atque amplectar, qui, nec pe- 
“© riculis territi, nec aliis quibufvis Satane weipacpois 
“ fedudti, una cum pura primavaque fide, primz- 
“© vam etiam ecclefie difciplinam conftanter adhuc, ut 
“© accépimus, tuentes, arctiori nobifcum vinculo con- 
*¢ jundcti eftis, Precibus me tuis, ora, viciffim ad- 
*‘ juves: co-epifcopis autem tuls, totique, cui te 
¥° Degs preeffe voluit, Chriftiano gregi falucem no- 
“* mine meo impertias. Vale. 

“ Dabam Weftmonafteri, IV. Id. Aug. 

“« MDCCXXXVIL.” 


Dr. I/aac Watts alfo gave a teftimony to this church, 
“‘ under the patronage of that noble and excellent 
** perfon, count Zinzendorf,” in aletter, dated Dec. 
2i, 1738. 

But the 47 of Parliament paffed in the year 1747, 
and that of the year 1749, for encouraging the’ people 
known by the name of Unitas Fratrum, or, Unsted Bree 
thren, {how that they were not unknown in their re- 
vived fate in England. 

This is, however, the firft genuing and authentic 
hiftory of the church of the Brethren, publifhed in 
England. 
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A fmall pamphlet was printed and pubfithed in 
the year 1775, entitled, A comcife biforical Account of 
the prefent Conftitution of the Unitas Fratrum ; as alfo, 
A faceintt View of the Miffions of the Brethren : which 
are both authentic. 

Buc even this hittory, as the Authar tells us in his 
preface, “ is no complete hiftosy*” ‘the church of 
+ the Brethren. It isno more than an. cowards 
it, or, 2 fammary of their hittor#s gryetr 164 pub- 
lic, for the fake of fuch as would be glad to obtain 
a true account of this church. 

It will appear from this fort hiftory of théghurch 
of the Brethren, that no Chriftian church has paffed 
through more viciffitudes, has been more opprefied 
and perfecuted, or feemed nearer its extinction, than 
this: and yet, God, in his grace and wifdoms, has‘ 
thought fit to preferve it unto this day. 

T cannot refrain giving to the reader an extract of 
an “* Addrefs of the ancient Church of the Brethren 
“to the Church of England*, which, by king 
“© Charles the Second’s {pecial orders, was recom- 
‘© miended, under the hands of his grace W2liiam San- 
“ croft, lord archbifhop of Canterbury, and Heury 
“© Compton, lord bifhop of London, to all pious and 
“© compaffionate Chriftians. In which addrefs it is 
“© fet forth, 

4* ‘That the Bohemian church has been free, from 
her infancy, for almoft feven hundred years, from 
the encroachmests of the Roman fee. Crufhed at 
lait by its prevailing power, it was finking apace 


* See 42a Fratrum, &c, Report, &c. page 19. 
into 
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into death and ruin'y when, being ready to expire, 
fhe brought forth a Benoms; a progeny which, grow- 
ing up inthe feveral parts of Bohemia, animated 
and aéted by one and the fame fpirit, obtained the 
name of Unitas Fratrum, Fraternal Uaicy :-—-~as 
it appears by l, Lagfi: isjus and other authors. 


HS SrMieenicy, che heirefs ef the truly 
‘teeth and enriched with the blood of 
she” Fever, rs Prague, her famous martyrs, 
taking he root in Bohemia, fpread its bougtts as 
far as Poland, renounced the growing errors of po- 
pery, ,amd preferved the fucceffion of epifcopal 
orders. 

“ That this church —— was bereft of her former 
protection, languifhing, ever fince, under the rage 
and fury of thofe who violate al faith. 

«© That it was through the bounty of the Englith 
church they were formerly faved from a fatal ruin: 
but that, after fo great fuffering, they have fcarce re- 
covered their fpirits; having alfo loft-the affiftance 
of the fecular power, which for fome time fupport- 
ed them. 

“ That they faved their lives; but loft their 
ftrength.” —— 

Though, at that time, thus reduced; yet they were 
brought to a much lower ebb, and, in the opinion 
of many, totally exting in the beginning of this cen- 
tury. It, however, pleafed God to preferve a rem- 
nant, who proved a feed which the Lord bleffed. 
And this fmall feed is, by the hand of God, become 
a tree, which has borne fome fruit, and will, through 
his 


=e 
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his gracg, bear more; to the glory of our! Father 


in heaven. 

The congregations of the Brethren, and the indi- 
viduals who-compofe them, do not count themfelves, 
as though they had already attained, either were al- 
ready perfect. They are perfuaded there is much 
room for amendment. As they, have but one 
head and matter, the Lord Jefus Chnift, they con, 
fide in his grace, that he will lead them {tf farther 
in his, bleffed ways. And, after all poffible attain- 
ments, they truft, their language will be, as ic now 
is, God forbid that we fhould glory fave in the crofs 
of our Lord Jefus Chritt! 
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OMENTI Kirchen-Hiftorie der Boehmifchen Brueder, 
(John Amos Comenius’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the 
Bohemfan Brethren.) 

Apriani Recenvorscit Syftema hiftorico-chronologicum 
Ecclefiarum Slavonicarum. (Adrian Regenvolfcius’s 
hiftorical and chronological Syftem of the Sclavoman 
Churches.) 

Hiftoria Perfecutionis Ecclefiarum Bohemicarum. It, Elfners 
Ueberfetzung der Boehmifchen Verfolgungs-Gefchichte. 
(Hiftory of the Perfecutions of the Bohemian Churches : 
or, Fa{ner’s German Tranflation of it.) 

Pau Stransky De Republica Bohemorum, 

Riecers Salzbund. (Rueger’s Covenant of Salt.) 

Rrecers Boehmifche Brueder.( Rieger’s BohemianBrethren. ) 
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burg.) 

JoacHimt CamMerarit Hiftorica Narratio de Fratrum or- 
thodoxorum Ecclefiis in Bohemia, Moravia, et Polonia. 
(Joachiin (amerarius’s hiftorical Account of the Congre- 
gations of the orthodox Brethren in Bohemia, Moravia, 
and Poland.) 

Joannis Lasrtu1 Hiftoria de Origine et Geftis Fratrum 
Bohemorum. (John Lafitius’s Hiftory of the Origin of, 
and the Events in, the Church of the Bohemian Brethren, 
in Manufcript.) 

Henricus Mitre In Catechifmum Minorem beati Lutheri. 
(Henry Milde on the Leffler Catechifm of the late Dr. 


Luther. ) } 
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Jonawn Gortiies Caregovs Religgons-Unterfaehung der 
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Joannis Amos Comentr Ratio Difcipline, Ordinifque 
ecclefiaftici in Unitate Fratrum Bohemorum.' {Comeés 
siius’s Account of the Church-Difcipline and Order in the 
Unity of the Bohemian Brethren. ) 

Ejufdem Ecckfie Slavonica brevis Hiftoria, (A concile 
Hiftory of the Sclavonian Church. By the fame.) 

An Exhortation of the Churches of Bohemia to the Church 
of England, &c. By the fame. (Sce the Editor’s Preface.) 

Georce Houisks Befchretbung des Zuftandes des Koesig- 
reichs Boehmen. (George Holyk’s Defcription of the 
State of the Kingdom of Bohemia.) 

Martyrologium Bohemicum. (Martyrology of the Bo- 
hemians. ) 

DaniELis ErnesT1 JABLoNsKY Epiftola Apologetica ad 
Dom. Mauclere. (Dr Jabloniky’s Apologetic Letter to 
Monf. de Mauclere. ) 

Epiftola de Ordinatione et Succeffiane Epifcopali in Unitate 
Fratrum Bohemorum confervata; qua legiturin CurisT. 
Matty. Prarrir Inftitutionibus Juris Ecclefiaftici. 
(Differtation concerning the Ordination and epifcopal Suc- 
ceffion, preferved in the Unity of the Bopeman Bre- 
thren, to be found in Dr, Pfaff’s Inftitutions of the ec- 
clefiaftical Law ) 

Hifteria o Cyrkwj Czetke. (Hiftory of the Bohemian 
Church, in Manufcript.) 

AuGusTin ScHuLzENs Lebenflauf. (TheBohenvian Mi- 
nifter Auguftin Schulz’s Life, in Manufcript.) 

DeffelbenKirchenbuch der BoehmifchenGemeine zu Rueck& 
dorf, (Schulz’s Church-book of the Bohemian Congre- 
gation at Rueckfdorf, in Manufcript. ) 


ZACHARIAS 


sifed an compiling this HisTory. 


Zacwaggas Geringkes Hillartfche Nachricht von der 
Boehmifchen Brueder Erwekkung, Aufgang, &c. {Za- 
chary Gelinek’s Hiftorical Account of the Bohemian Bre- 
thren’s Awakening, Emigration, &c. in Manoufcript.) 

Gefchichts-Erzehlung verfchiedener um des, Evangelii wil- 
Ien aus Boehmen und Maehren vertriebener Leute, &c, 
Bafel, 1749- (Account of the Hiftory of feveral People 
expelled Bohemia and Moravia for the fake of the Gofpel.) 

Schreiben des Saechfifchen General-Lieutenants von 
ZeEzscuwiz an feinen Herrn Bruder, 1759. (A Letter 
frotrre@je Saxon Lreutenant-General de Zez{chwiz to his 
own Brother, in Manu(cript.) 

Neuvefte Nachricht zur Hiftorie der Boehmifchen Brueder, 
&c. in Moszers Altes und Neues aus dem Reich Gottese 
(The neweft Account relative to the Hiftory of the Bo- 
hemian Brethren, &c. in Mofer’s Things Old and New 
of the Kingdom of God.) 

Isaac Letuxe Godts Wonderen met Zyne Kerke, of Ge- 
denléwaardig Verhaal van de Boheemfche en Moravfche 
Broeders. (Ifaac Lelong’s Wonders of God with his 

hurch, or, Remarkable Account of the Bohemian and 
Moravian Brethren.) 

ZEDLERS Univerfal-Lexicon. 

Buedingifche Samlung einiger in die Kirchenhiftorie ein- 
f{chlagender Schriften. (A ColleGtion of certain Pieces se- 
lating to Church-Hiftory, chiefly in this Century, printed 
at Buedingen in Wetteravia, in three Volumes.) 

ge eh a tales ‘des Creuzreichs Jefu in feingr Un- 
fchufd. (The prefent Form of the Crofs’s Kingdom of 
Jefus in its Purity.) 

Freywillige Nachlefe, &c. (Freewilling Gleaning, &c. in 
two Volumes.) 

Sigopmseps Beteuchtuny des Baumgartenfchen Bedenkens. 
{Biegfried’eConfideration of Dr, Baumgarten’s Opinion.) 

Des Grafen von ZINZENDORF Hees Exvurs. das it, Naturelle 
Reflexiones, &c. (Count Zinzendorf’s Natural Re 
fexions, ) 

M. Aucus?T 
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T has beeri wifhed for many years paft, that 
would lay before the Public an Hifory 
of the Rrethren, that is, a true and faithful relation 
of the remarkable events in the ecclefiaftical hiftory 
of this century, which have occurred in the Unitas 
Fratrum, or, the Proteftant Bobemian-Moravian Church 
of the Brethren adbering to the Confeffion of Aug fourg ; 
which church was almoft extinguifhed one hundred 
and fifty years ago in Bohemia and Moravia, but re. 
newed about the year 1722 at Herrubut in Upper 
Lufatia, and has, fince then, within a few years, 
{pread in every quarter of the globe. 

The fubject is in itfelf fo important, that ic well 
deferves to be prefented in its true colours to the at- 
tention of the Public, and to be thus tran{mitted to 
pofterity. For, what has hitherto been written about 
it, issigcomplgte, partly devoid of authenucity, and 
oftef notorioufly perverted and falfe. This is not 
always to be afcribed to the bad intention of the 
hiftorians, but chiefy to the want of authentic ace 
counts. The Brethren, on their part, have com- 
municated to the public little or nothing in its pro- 
per connection; and even that which they have 

ublithed was either forgotten, or fo diftgrted and: 
covered. with fal ds by many adverfaries, that a 


candid and impartial reader was not able to, find his 
B way 
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T has been wifhed for many years paft, that 

wigie one would lay bctore the Public an Liifery 
of the Rrethren, that is, a true and taithful relation 
of the remarkable events in the ecclefiaftical hiftory 
of this century, which have occurred in thé Unitas 
Fratrum, or, the Proteffant Bchenuan-Moraviay Church 
oT the Brethren adberig to the Confefion of sug fburg ; 
which church was almoft extnyurthed one hundred 
and fifty years ago In Bohemia and Moravia, but re. 
newed about the year 1722 at ferrabut in Upper 
Qoufatia, and has, fince then, within a few years, 
ipread in every quarter of the globe. 

The fubjedt is in itfelf fo iaportant, that it well 
deferves to be prefented im its true colours tc the at- 
tention of the Public, and to be thus tran{mitted to 
pofteritv. For, whar has hitherto been written about 
It, Isgiacomnlete, partly devoid of authenticity, and 
oftey noterioufly perverted and falfe. This*is not 
always to be afcribed to the bad intention of the 
hiftorians, but chiefly co the want of authentic ace 
counts. The Brethren, on their parc, have com- 
municated to the pubic little or nothing 1n its pro- 
per connection; and even that which they have 
publifhed was either forgotten, or fo difterted and 
covered with falf4hoods by many adverifaries, that a 
candid and impartial reader was not able to find his 
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way out of this labyrinth. Was he defirous to ob. 
tai information of the Brethren; as, indeed, many 
hiftorians have requefted a fuccinét, connected fketch 
of their hiflory, to infert it in their works, or to ufe 
I¢ as aclue; the perfons applied to were unable to 
execute it in an authentic manner, for want of time, 
and of the neceffary documents. They were, there- 
fore, obliged to confole them with the hope that the 
Brethren were collecting materials for an hifte~- of 
the rife of, and the chief revolutions and occurren- 
ces in, the Church of the Brethren in all its branches, 
congregations, miffions, and colonies. 

This work was particularly committed to the mi- 
nifters in the congregations and miffions, and to this 
I have alfo contributed in my department. But, as 
much time and leifure was required before the .ma- 
terials, thus collected, could be prepared and ara 
ranged for a complete church-hiftory of the Brethretz 
I found myfelf induced to draw up a brief hiftory of 
the rife, the events and principal revolutions of the 
church of the Brethren in Bohemia, Moravia, and 
Poland, and of the renewal and fpread of it in the 
later years. 1 was induced to this by the exprefs 
defire of fome hiftorians in both, nrarefanr reigns, 
who complained of the want of authentic acco.nts, 
and received with peculiar pleafure the oral relation 
of this and the other event; as well as by the withes 
of the Brethren, and of many fnends, to whom the 
Hiftory of Greenland had given a clearer light into 
the whole affair of the Brethren. 

To this end, I made ufe of the well-known hifto- 
rians of the ancient church of the Brethren. The 
Church-Hiftory of Comenius being known in both the 
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German and Latin tongues, I made a fhort extraét 
it, which [I rendered more complete by fome 
remarkable paflages out of Lafitius, Camerarius and 
Regenvolfcius, out of the Hiforia Perfecutions Eccles 
fiaram Bobemicarum, Saligs Hiftorie der Aug{purgifchen 
Confeffion, Riegers Salzbund and Boebmifche Brueder, 
c. Inthe modern hiftory of the Brethren, befides 
thy accounts which were already compiled from re- 
lations*by word of mouth, and a great number ef 
written documents which I had in my poffeffion, I 
principally had recourfe to the Buedingifche Samlung, 
Count Zinzendorf’s Naturelle Reflexionen, and othet 
istings quoted in this Hiftory, which are printed. 
I have pointed out in the notes where the reader 
may turn to find the proofs, or a farther illuftra- 
ion, of what I have related. 

My #efign was, to write with all poffible brevity, 
that the reader might be able at one view to furvey 
the principal revolutions in the church of the Breth. 
ren, To thatend, I had only mentioned the be- 
pinning and occafion of every matter, congregation, 
miffion, and fuch hke; and related the mofives and 
chief circumftances of them. Bur the publication 
having vetn delayed by my other occupations, I 
was gnabjed by the farther accounts and documents, 
which, in the mean time, came to hand, befide the 
beginning and occafion, to add the progrefs and the 
various changes of every event to the prefent times 
But, leit the reader’s mind and memory might be 
perplexed through the multiplicity of matters, I 
have not related them in the way of annals; but 
have divided saem, according to the principal oc- 
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cutrences, into Ten Periods, comprifing in thent 
every. capital event, both in the church of the 
Brethren in general, and in each congregation, co- 
lony, and miffion in particular. 

*..From hence the reader himfelf will be able to 
form the right conception of this work. It is no 
complete hiftory of the church of the Brethren. 
This would have been a work of more time and 
more previous labour. It 1s no more than 4 “fay, 
and indeed the very firft of the kind, which has been 
compiled to oblice and ferve fome candid hiftorians 
who defired it, and others who wifhed to fee a true 
and connected account of the rife and progrefs cs 
each congregation and miffion of the Brethren. 

In compiling this work, I have endeavoured to 
relate every thing with as much érevity as pofible,! 
ftriftly adhering to the truth, to be candsd, might 
and imparital. 

My plan of brevity confined me to the chief events 
in the church of the Brethren, without defceading to 
many tranfactions of individuals. But, as the late 
Count Zinzenderf has been a principal character 
in the renewed church of the Brethren ; ; I could 
not poffibly avoid taking note or many “bk his 
tranfactions, fo far as they had any influence™ pon 
the affairs of the church of the Brethren: although 
we hope to fee them foon fet in a more clear and 
full light in the Memurs of his life*. But yet; Ihave 
related every thing touching him, as well as every 


* Thefe Memoirs of the Life of Count Zinzendorf have been 
printed 1n Germany in eight volames, two of which have been 
tranila.ed, and publifhed in Enghifh, (The Editor.) 
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other incident and tranfaction of the Brethren, as 
concifely as poffible. With refpect co fuch events 
‘wnly, as have given rife to particularly remarkatle 
revolutions in the affairs of the Brethren, I have 
been more full and circumftantial. 

No one will doubt that I had it in my power 
come at a more certain and thorough knowledge of 

he true ftate of affairs, than the authors who were 
esr the Brethren’s church; and much more fo 
than tir adverfaries. My confcience bears me witnels 
that I have written the frush, as I have found and 
proved it after the moft mature examination. If, 
therefore, a reader fhould find many things, which 
ne had formerly heard or read, either entirely omit- 
ted, or related differently ; if he, on the other hand, 
fhould difcover fome things, which he has hitherto 
eitHer not heard at all, or, ac leaft, not confidered 
wwAife fame light, it is to be hoped, that he will 
give credit to them as here related, and place the 
Oppolite relations and explications to the right ac» 
count, if he cannot excule them with the want of 
authentic records in the time paft. 

The work which I defcribe is a work of God. 
This even fome of the antagonifts aliow. But the 
ing/uments which God has been Pleafed toeuie in it 

‘re men. It, therefore, could nt be conducted 
without miftakes. A reader who loves the truth, will 
not expect to read the faults, yea crimes, which the 
adverfaries or flanderers of the Brethren have unjuli- 
ly laid to their charye, with a refutation of them, 
This is an hiftory, and no apology. What is actually 
true, I would not conceal; but have candidly and 
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aprigbily pointed out the miftakes and errors of my 
Bréthren; fome of which are known, and fome, 
perhaps, hitherto entirely unknown, to the public, 
} have followed herein the advice of my Brethren, 
who have, with an open, honeft heart, pointed out 
to me many miltakes which had been hitherto un- 
known to myfelf. But I have ciefly taken for my 
pattern, the infpired writers of the Old and New 
Teftament, who have not concealed the faults «uf 
the moft eminent Men af God, but recordeu them 
for doétrine, for reproof, for corre&tion, for in- 
ftruGtien in righteoufnefs. My Brethren, and every 
Chriftian and candid reader will make the fame ufe 
of my integrity. It is to be hoped that they wy 
not difown the work of God on account of human 
weaknefles, but rather praife hin the more, who has 
preferved it, notwithftanding all the miftakes infour 

ewh circle, and the oppofition from without. * 
Throughout the whole I have endeavoured to be 
impartial. Knowingly and with defign | have written 
no untruth of others, nor mentioned and treated 
any adverfary of the Brethren in an unbecoming 
manner; much Jefs have I attacked any religion, 
denomination, and inflitution, or laid it to their 
charge, °if any of their members have oppre.ted, 
feandalized, and perfecuted the Brethren. I covld 
not, hpwever, totally pafs them by in filence; other- 
wife, my Brethren who know thefe things, would 
have been deprived of many principal circumftances; 
and fome readers out of our circle would have 
miffed the form of the crofs, which is the character- 
iftic of a true congregation of Jefus. But yet I 
have 
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have either entirely omitted many a grievous oppref- 
fion ; or, whenever J was obliged ro mention them, I 
jhave done it with all modefty, with every poffible 
excufe of the perfons concerned, and with the refpe& 
due to each conftitution. The fame impartiality I 
have endeavoured to obferve towards my Brethren. 
I have neither written, nor concealed, any thing 
pleafe, or to difpleafe, any one; and have cares 
voided the influence of any prepofleffion in 
me for Wr againft any perfon or matter. 

I cannot deny that it has coft me much time and 
labour co collect the necefflary materials for this 
work, and to fift every thing to the bottom. But 
I mutt own, at che fame time, thac this labour has 
proved a great bleffing come. The meditation upon 
the wonderful ways of God with his church in gene- 
yral,fand with the congregations cf the Brethren ig 
matecular, has excited me to praife and thank{giv- 
ing The fincerely devoted mind, and the boldnefs 
of faith of his fervants have often put me to fhame, 
and provoked to an emulation of their zeal. Their 
faults and weakneffes have not leffened them in my 
eyes; but made the work of God appear the greater, 
The netience and grace of God, in bearing ik and 
de 4 ying fo many miftakes, have awakened my 

dence in him anew; and the prefervation and 
arene of his work, amidft all the perplexing 
circumftances from within, and the numberlefs op- 
preffions from without, have flrengthened my faith, 
and encouraged me in the chearful fervice of a 
Lord, fo loving, gracious, powerful, and wife, 
Nor have I the leaft doubt but that many an ar- 
B 4 tentive 
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tentive reader will reap the fame advantages from 
thefe confiderations. 

Thofe of my Brethren, who, after this way, 
have worfhipped God for a long time, and longer 
than J, will confider the days of old, the years of an- 
cient times, often, indeed, with deep abafement, burt, 
at the fame time, with inward joy and gratitude. 
Thofe who entered into their labours will difcowr 
the mind of their predeceffors. what trout and 
pains it has coft them, and how many dffficulties 
they, at the hazard of their lives, had to encounter 
and to furmount before this work, through the 
grace of God, fo far fucceeded, that their fuccef- 
fors now can reap the benefit of it, and have only 
to be attentive to the preferving and carrying it on 
in a bleffed manner. How many rejoice, pesado | 
read or hear of the bleffed work of God an ong 
Chriftians and Heathens, though they are ignorant 
of the diftreffine circumftances ‘with which the be- 
ginning was attended, and how it was afterwards 
conducted! Such find heie all this in a fhort 
compafs, and may, at all events, make ufe of this 
fma}j, and, on account of the ss of ma- 
terials, ftill imperfe€i work, as = utauuar wurefer 
to. Livery reader, attentive to the Brethign’s 
church, who would be glad to know the truth, 
is here furnifhed with a plan and a clue by which 
he may find his way through the mazes of the 
many, and oft furprifingly contradictory, falfe re- 
ports and conceptions, and thus arrive at a cer- 
tainty. 


Should 
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Should I be fo fortunate as to fee this my aim 
obtained, I fhould think my labour well be- 
ftowed. 

But unto the Latnb which was fain, and hath 
redeemed us to God by his blood, out of every 
Aindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; to 
him be glory at all times in that church which 
vaiteth for him, and in that which 1s about him, 
fronissyerlafting to everlafting! Amen. 


Berthold{dorf, DAVID CRANZ, 


March 22, 1771. 
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PART I 


The State of the Chriftian Religion in Bohemia, until 
Fae ited of the Church of the Brethren in the 
G 3457+ 


§ 1. 


T is believed, that the gofpel had, even in the days of 
the Apoftles, been preached in Hlyricum and Dalmatia; 
and this is proved from Rom. xv. 19. 2 Tim. iv. 1¢. 
Mention is alfo made of bifhops and martyrs from thefe 
parts, as early as the fecond and third century. St. Je- 
rom, a native of Hlyricum, is by fome fuppofed to be the 
firk, who, for the ufe of his countrymen, tranflated the 
ible into his own mother-tongue. The Sclavonians, 
therefore, who rent thefe provinces from the Grecian em- 
pire, found even then Chriftian churches there, and by 
degrees embraced the gofpel; infomuch that Sclavonian 
bifhops were expected at the fixth council held at Conftan- 
tinople in the year 680: but they, as well as thofe of Lom- 
bardy, the native land of the Waldenfes, declined to ap- 
pears 
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pear, being averfe to image-worfhip, The whole Sclavo- 
nian nation, however, did not embrace the Chriftian reli- 
gion till the ninth century; when the fifter ef Bogaris, 
king of Bulgaria, having been taken prifoner in a war with 
the Grecian emperor Michael U1. and carried to Conftan- 
tinople ; on her return after the peace, by the afliftance of 
Cyrillus and Methodius, Greek monks, induced her brother 
to be baptized, and, in honour to her benefactor, to adopt 
the name of Michael. His fubjects followed his example, 
and moft of the Sclavonian nations, by means of thefe 
Greeks, received the gofpel. 


§ 2. 


By the above two Greek monks, King Suatopluk, in Mo- 
ravia, about the year 860, and Duke Borzywoy and his 
confort Ludomilia, in Bohemia, in 890, were converted to 
the Chriftian religion. Aethedius was the firft bifhoy of 
Weblebrad, at that time the chief city of Moravia, att zex 
gulated the form of the divine worfhip according to the 
rites of he Greek church, in the Sclavonian language; 
ipso which alfo Cyrillus is fuppofed to have tranilated 
the Bible, which tranflation is to this day as much in ufe 
among the Sclavonian nations adhering to the Greek 
church, as the Vulgate is in the Latin church. Perfecus 
tien was not wanting. The Dake was expelled by his 
heathen fubjeéte; but, returning, died foon after. The 
duchefs-dowager, at the inftigation of her daughter-in= 
law Drabomira, was fhrangled in the chapel; and her 
grandfon Wenceflaus, about the year 930, affaffinated by his 
own brother Boleflaus, who was ftill 2 heathen. The 
Chriftians were perfecuted and diiven out of the country, 
the priefts maflacred, and the churches demolidhed, 
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§ 3. 


From this perfecution, the emperor Ozho I. took occafion 
to unite Bohemia to the empire; and the pope had alfo an 
opportunity of bringing the Greek Chriftians under the 
yee of Rome. The emperor compelled Boleflaus to defift 
Song his perfecution, and to acknowledge him his fovereign, 

's fon Boleflaus If. ere&ted in 968 a bifhopric at Prague, 
and folicited for Dithmar, a canon of Magdeburg, to be 
the bifhop. But, by the command of Pope John XIil, 
the archbifhop of Mentz did not dare to inftall him, until 
the Bohemians, abandoning the Greek, had adopted the Latin 
ritual, They obtained, indeed, by a deputation, after a ftruggle 
of ten years, the indulgence to have divine fervice again 
performed in their own language; yet it was but of fhort 
duration. Neverthelefs, they maintained by force their free 

om, which the popes either refufed to allow them of their 
\en d-will, or foon divefted them of, until the year 1350, 
wheg@iie emperor Charles IV, having changed the fee 
of Prague into an archbifhopric, founded an univerfity 
there, which he furnifhed with profeffors from Germany and 
Jtaly, who, together with the Latin Liturgy, introdugtd, 
the celibacy of the clergy, and the dodtrine of tranfubftan- 
tiation ; abolifhed the ufe of the cup, and perfuaded, by 
degrees, the Bohemians of the firft rank, who were not 
willing to forfeit all favour and preferments at court, into 
all the opinions and rites of the Romifh charch,? 






§ 4. 


“* Yet, in the midft of all this, a right feed was fill left *. 
“« For, juft in the right time, when the purity of the Greek 
** church, both in do@rine and in worfhip, was daily de- 


* Thefe are the words of Pas/ Stranfey, de Repub. Bohem. 
Pe 27%: 


“ clising 


26 Ancient Hisrory of te Bazturen, Part I. 


“€ clining even among the people; the Waltdenfes, in 
“¢ 1176, arrived in Bohemia, and fettled at Satz and Laun 
“€ on the river Eger. Thefe joined thofe Bohemians, who 
*6 were ftill tenacious of the ritcs of the Greek church. 
““ They fhowed them the defects of their religious excr- 
* cifes; and introduced among them a purer knowledge 
“© of the doctrines of the Chriftian faith, according to the 
“© word of God. By this means tne upright were confirmed 
“‘ in the faith, and tuch as were fallen afleep, asain 


*¢ awakened.” 

Thefe ancient Chriftians (who, befides the feveral names 
of reproach given them, were 2* length denominated /Vel- 
denfes, from one of their moft eminent teachers PETER 
Wa.opus, who is faid to have emigrated with the reft from 
France into Bohemia, and there to have died) date their 
origin from the beginning of the fourth century ; when one 
Leo, at the great revolution ia tcligion under Conflantine the 
Great, oppofed the innovations of Sylvefter, bifhop of Rome, 
Nay, Rieger goes farther fill, taking them fcr the rémains 
of the people of the Vallies; who, when the ApoftlReal, 
as is faid, made a journey over the Alps into Spain, were 
converted to Chrift *. 

According to the teilimony of others, they came origi- 
nally from Armeniainto Bulgaria. There they had a patri- 


* The teftimony of their enemies themfelves feems to corro- 
borate this conjecture. 

Sanche Resperus, an apoftate, and perfecutor of the Waldenfes 
in the thirteenth century, writes, ** Amongft all feéts, none is more 
as pernicious than that of the Poor of Lyows (whichi is another de- 
«© nomination of the Waldenfes) tor three reafons: 1 Becaule 
<¢ ic ts the moft ancient. Some aver their exiftence from the 
¢ days of Sylvefter, others, from the very time of the Apoftles. 
** 9. Becaufe ic is fo univerfal ; for there 1shardly a country into 
*6 which this feét has not crept. 3. Becaufe all others render 
*« themfelves deteftable by their blafphemies; but this has 2 
“6 great appearance of godlinefs, they living a righteous life 
“« before men, believing right concerning God, confeffing all 
* che articles of the creed, only hating the pope of Rome, &c.” 
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arch, by whom their elders, in other countries, were ore 
dained, and of whom they afked counfel. ‘Thus, they alfo, 
in part, owe their origin to the Greek church. Be that as 
it may, hiftorians are unanimous in this, that they have 
been the moft ancient witnefles of the truth, againft the 
rifing and prevailing abufes; that they fpread, and main- 
ained themfelves, notwithftanding the very numerous and 
a perfecutions, in all chriftian countries; kept up 
the fucceffion of the epifcopal ordination, if not in a 
direct line from the apoftles themfelves, yet from the time 
of, and through, Claudixs, bifhop of Turi, in the ninth 
century, and proved in a great meafure inftrumental in pro- 
moting the reformation. 

Thefe united Waldenfes and Bohemians held, in many 
places, their private, and, in others, public meetings ; fent 
miffions from Bohemia to England, Hungary, to the mar- 
graviate of Brandenburg, Pomerania, &c.; affifted their 
ee: g Brethren of the Waldenfes in their diftrefs, and 
uppligi_ them with minifters from the feminary of their 
Brethren in Italy, whither, as to an umiverfity, they fent 
their youth from Bohemia. This continued above two 
hundred years, till 1391, when, heing difcovered through 
the imprudence of two of their preachers, they were cruelly 
perfecuted, and, for the moft part, difperfed abroad in the 
adjacent countries. Yet many witnefles of the truth re- 
mined in Bohemia; who, not only in private, but in the 
churches and fchools, and in the very court-chapel at 
Prague, teftified againft the corruption in doétrine and prac- 
tice, which now broke in more and more like a torrent; to 
which they were farther preatly encouraged by the writings of 
Wickliffe, brought from England by the young nobleffe 
who itudied there. 


§ 5 
THE moft diftinguithed perfon among thefe witnefles of 
the truth was Jos Huss. He was born in the village of 


Huffinetz, +373, took his mafter’s degree, and was, made 2 
prdfeffir 
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profeflor at the age of twenty years; and in 1400, minifter 
at the Bethlebem-church, which had, juft before, been erected 
by acitizen of Prague, purely for preaching in the Bohe- 
mian tongue, He was alfo confeflor to Sophia, queen of 
Bohemia. Upon the German profeflors and ftudents with- 
drawing from thence in great numbers, through vexation at 
the infringement by king Wenceflaus, of the privileges 
granted them by Charles IV; he was preferred to the rectors) 
thip of the univerfity at Prague. He defended Wickliffe’s 
tenets, preached both againft the vices of the clergy and 
alj other orders and degrees, and againft the fhameful trafic 
with indulgences, grounding his doctrine upon the Holy 
Scriptures, the example of Chrift, and the concurrence of 
the primitive church. On this account, he was fummoned 
tO appear at Rome; and, upon his refufal, an interdidt of 
all divine fervice was laid upon the city. To obviate the 
tumult this interdict might occafion among the people, he 
retired from the city, and preached cvery where in the 
country; until, having received a fummons to mace his 
defence before the council, and being furmfhed with * fafe- 
conduct from the emperor Sigs/mund, he went to Coxflance. 
Here the bifhops accufed him of herefy, but without being 
able to convict him. He, however, received fentence of 
death, and on the 6th of July 1415, finifhed his I:fe at the 
ftake, as a martyr, finging hymns of praife, and fhowing 
extraordinary conflancy and chearfulnefs, 

His colleague, Ferom of Prague, who, having, out of love 
to the truth, followed him, without either fummons or fafe- 
conduct, had, at the firft fhock, denied the truth, but 
maintained it with the greater firmnefs and triumph after- 
wards; fuffered, on the 30th of May 1416, the fame 
death, with a chearfulnefs which his enemies themfelves 
admired. 

§ 6. 


OF this injuftice, and of the indignity offered to their nae 
ticn, the Bohemians complained to the council, in a 
proteft, 
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proteft, executed by the univerfity and all the flates, But, 
having met with no redrefs, and being rather treated as 
heretics, they renounced the papal authority, and, upon the 
death of king Wenceflaus, refufed to recognife the emperor 
Sigifmund as their king. 


This gave rife to the fo-called Hujfte war, carried on 
by the enraged Bohemians under the command of Febn de 
Trautenau, firnamed Z1/ka, three years, and {till ten years after 
his death, with almoft incredible victories over the emperor, 
and their neighbours who were ftirred up to enter upona 
crufade; and with inhuman cruelties on both fides, They 
themfelves were not agreed in their tencts. The moft emi- 
nent and powerful perfons amoneft them, together with the 
learned men of Prague, contended properly about the reftitu- 
tion of the cup in the facrament only, and were from thence 
denominated CaLixTines, or alfo, the Mafters of Pragut. 
oral who, from the very firft aimed at a purer dodtrine 

rfhip, and for the greater fecurity performed divine 

Mi won a mountain, which Zifka fortified afterwards 
for hi’ camp, and called Tanor, got the name of Tae 
BORITES. Among thefe were many of Hufs’s genuine fol- 
lowers, who were perfecuted by the Ca)ixtines themfelves.: 
Upon the death of Zifka, they divided themfelves again, 
according to the diverfity of their opinions and views, into 
Calixtines, Taborites, and Orphans; and fuch as, with a dif- 
gyfenitaed zeal, urged an entire reformation, were termed 

ealots. But, in times of diftrefs, they al] united ggainft 
their common enemies, who, being not able to carry their 
point againft them, granted their deputies at the council of 
Bafil, in 1433, the terms contained in the following four 
articles, bearing the name of The Bohemian Compactata, or 
terms of apreement, 


1. The Word of God fhall be freely preached by able mini- 
iters, according to the Holy Scriptures, without any human 
inventions. 
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2. The Lord’s fupper fhall be adminiftered unto all in 
both kinds, and divine worfhip performed in the mother- 
tongue. 

3. Open fins fhall be openly punifhed, according to the 
law of God, without refpect of perfons. 

4. The clergy fhall exercife no worldly dominion, but 
preach the gofpel. 

In every other point the deputies fhowed all fubmiffion, 
and were efteemed good children. 

Yet many of the people were ciffatisfied with this con- 
ceffion of liberty, the fecond article of which only took 
place; and renewed the war under Procopius, commander of 
the Taborites. But they were totally rcuted and difperfed 
by the Calixtines, who, by the advice of their deputy 
Rokyxan, had contented themfelves with the cup. 


§ 7- 


Tus Rofyzan, in hopes of being made archbithop of 
Prague, was gained over at the council of Rafil to Le con- 
tented with the cup, and in all other points to keep the Bo- 
hemians to the church of Rome, and to its dotrine and 
rites. He was, accordingly, elected archbifhop, in 1435, 
upon the demiie of the archbifhop Conrad Wefiphal, who, 
as early as 1422, on laying down his office, had erected a 
eonfiftory of four Calixtine priefts. But, the inveftitrre 
having been denied him, till he would renounce the afore- 
faid compactata, and give up the cup, it feemed as if he 
would undertake an entire reformation of the church ; and, 
both in doctrine and church- government, act no longer ac- 
cording to the compacétata, but to the rule of the apoftles, 
and the pattern of the primitive church. To this he was 
farther encouraged by fome of his moft upright hearers ; 
who could not acquiefce in a mixed worfhip of God, but 
were determined to follow the do@trine and example of the 
late Hufs. At the diet in 1450, he prevailed upon the 
ftates to fend a deputation to Con/ffantinople, to folicit a re- 
union 
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anion with the Greek church. This church received the 
deputies with joy, promifing them, in an aniwer written by 
their patriarch Nicomedes, dated January the 18th, 1451, to 
confecrate their bifhops. But this hope vanifhed, by the 
Turks taking Conftantinople two years after, and thus 
putting an end to the Greek empire. Rokyzan was foli- 
cited feveral times, and in the moft prefling manner, by 
the genuine followers of Hufs, with his fifter’s fon Gregory at 
their head, to enter upon an entire reformation, and a fa- 
Jutary church-difcipline. This Gregory is-reprefented in 
the Hiffory of the Bahemran Perfecution, as a kind of founder 
and patriarch of the Unity of the Brethren. Rokyzan con- 
firmed them in their laudable intention; yet believed, that 
there was no fuch thing as thinking of a reformation 
among the promifcuous multitude of the Calixtines; ad- 
vifing them rather toeftablifh acommunity among themfelves, 
and to edify one another from the word of God, and other 
prohtable books, fome of which he gave them at the fame 
time.’ But they were defirous of having him, as the head 
of the Bohemian church, for their counfellor and guide, in 
order to obviate the appearance of a fchifm. This, howe 
ever, did not feem to fuit him, fearing he might hazard his 
character, if not his archbifhopric, in an enterprife of this 
kind: therefore he, at firft, gave them his advice io be ftill, 
and not precipitate; and at length peremptorily refufed it in 
de very fevere and cutting. Neverthelefs, he obtained 
or them permiffion of the regent George Podiebrad, to with- 
draw to the king’s domain, in the lordfhip of Litifz, near 
Leutomifchel, on che boundary between Silefia and Moravia, 
which domain had been laid wafte by the ravages of war; 
to fettlethere, and regulate their divine worfhip according 
to their own infight and confcience. 


C3 THE 


THE 


ANCIENT HISTORY 


OF THE 


BRETHREN. 





PART I. 


The Formation, Extenfion, and Perfecution of the 
Church of the Brethren, to the Time of tbe Reforma- 
tion by Luther. 


§ 8. 


HU 5, about the year 1453, fome families of the ci- 

tizens of Prague, and alfo gentry and learned men 
of this and other places, repaired to the lordfhip of Lititz, 
and made ufe of the miniftry of fome of the Catxtin 
miniftets, in whom they repofed a confidence, efpecually 
Michael Bradazius, minifter of the town of Zamberg. Thele 
abolifhed many fupcrfluous ceremonies, and reftored the de- 
cayed church-difcipline, not fuffering any one to receive the 
holy communion, who had not firft undergone their exami- 
nation, and been declared fit for 1t. Of this they were ac- 
cufed by the neighbouring mimfters before the confiftory ; 
who forbad them to preach, and adminifter the holy com- 
munion, and placed others in their room. The Brethren, 


being condemned by thefe minifters in all their fermons, 
abfented 
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abfented themfelves from the churches, made their re- 
monftrance to Rofyzan and his fuffragan Lupacius, and 
begged for an examination. ‘The former fent them away 
as they came; but the latter advifed them to edify each 
other in filnefs, to chufe their minifters from among them- 
felves, and to introduce good difciplitfe and order, The 
fame advice they received from other well difpofed minifters 
of the Calixtines, who, on that very account, were forced 
to incur fome fhare of the Brethren’s reproach and perfecu- 
tion. 


They followed this advice, and took Michael Bradazius, 
who repaired to them at Kunewald, for their minifter. He, 
with his affiftants in other villages, under the direction of 
Gregory, met in 1457, 1n a conference; in which, ace 
cording to the light they then had, they formed their church+ 
fellowfhip among themfelves, not upon the plan of the fore- 
meationed Compactata, or upon that of other privileges and 
rules of men, but upon the rules and the law of Chrift. 
Hence, in the beginning, they denominated themfelves 
Fratres Legis Chrifti, or, Brethren of the Law of Chrift. 

But, as this gave occafion to lefs intelligent perfons, ta 
look upon them as fome new monaftic order; they, dropping 
this name, ftiled themfelves fimply, Fratres, or, Brethren; 
and, being afterwards joined by many other Brethren of 
like difpofition with themfelves in Bohemia, Unitas Fratrum, 
Mie Unity of the Brethren, or, Fratres Unitatis, The United 
Brethren; and, at fame time, bound themfelves to atricter 
church-difcipline, refolved to fuffer all things for confcience 
fake, and, ‘nftead of defending themfelves, as the fo-called 
Huffites had done, by force of arms, to defend themfelves 


by prayer and reafonable remonftrances againit the rage of 
their enemies, 
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Berore three years had elapfed, they were called to prove 
ith fa& what manner of fpirit they were of. For, as not only 
many fincere fouls out of the whole empire repaired to them, 
but alfo little flocks of Brethren fprung up every where in 
Bohemia and Moravia, and joined them; they were ftigma- 
tiféd both by Calixtine and Romrfh priefts, not only as 
heretics, but as fecret fowers of fedition. Charged with 
forming a dangerous ftate within the ftate, and with an inten- 
tion to renew the Taborite tumults, which were fcarcely lard, 
and even to feize the government, they were fummoned to ap- 
pear before the, confiftory at Prague. Reatyzan, though the 
very advifer of the fteps they had taken, for fear of diminifh- 
ing his credit and character, durft not patronife them; but 
wpbraided them with an inconfiderate fchifm, and with 
extending themfelves abroad in a rafh and headlong manner; 

dend in nothing but popular tumults. George 
Podiebrad, though far from being difinclined towards them, 
neither would, nor could, protect them ayainit the rage of 
their incenfed enemies. For, upon the deccafe of king [as 
aifaus in his minority, in the year 1458, having been 
elected king, and having by his coronation-oath promifed to 
extirpate the heretics; he was under a neceflity to confent 
toa perfecution of the Brethren, that he might not al- 
together break his word, and that the Calixtines, by whofe 
intereft he had afcended the throne, might be fcreened. 

Thus the firft bloody perfecution againft the unitea Bre- 
thren in Moravia and Bohemia took place. They were de- 
clared unworthy of the common rights of fubjeéts; and, in 
the depth of winter, turned out of the cities and villages, 
with the forfeiture of all their effeéts. The fick were caft 
out into the open fields, where many peviihed with hunger 
and cold. They threw them into prifons, with a view to 
extort from them, by hunger, cold, racks, and tortures, a 
confeffion of feditious defigns, and an impeachment of their 
accomplices. And, when nothing cculd be extorted froth 
them, they were maimed on hands and fect, dragged inhu- 

manly 
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manly at the tails of horfes or carts, and quartered, or 
burnt alive. Many died in the prifons, and fuch as fur- 
vived, were at laft, when no crime could be proved again 
them, difcharged in the moft pitiable condition; the con- 
fiftory having iffued a command, that the Lord’s fupper 
fhould be adminiftered to none but with the ceremonies in 
ufe among the Calixtines, and efpecially not to the Picards *, 
(an invidious name the Brethren were ftigmatifed with) un- 
der pain of death. 


§ 10. 


Durinc this perfecution, the Brethren in Lititz did 
not ceafe to fend to all places, to ftrengthen the perfecuted 
in the faith, and to exhort them to patience. Among 
others, Gregory, Rotyzan'’s nephew, came to Prague; but, 
upon his having juft held a meeting, he was furprifelijin 
a fudden, and, together with fome others, committed to 
prifor by the judge or juftice, with thele affecting words, 
“© It 13 written, all that will Irve godly in Chrift Fefus, foail 
“© fuffer perfecution ; therefore, follow me, by cammand of 
‘s the higher powers!” Under the rack he fell into a 
fwoon; during which, it is faid, he had a vifion of the 
three men, who were, fix years after, elected the fir& 
bifhops of the Brethren. They appeared as the guardians 
of a blooming tree, on the fruits of which many lovely 
Anging birds were feeding. Every one fuppofed him dead; 
at the news of which his uncle Rokyzan, haftenipg with 
all fpeed to the prifon, lamented over him in thefe words : 
“| O my dear Gregory, I with to God I was where 
‘© thou art!” 

Thefe words gave the Brethren reafon to believe he was 
not yet quite devyid of grace; which, after they had again 


the principal difirict Of their refidence, Picardy, or from a cers 


* So the Waldenfé from France were named; either from 
tain Beghard, cher 


with the abomination of the Adamites. 
obtained 
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obtained reft, caufed them to addrefs themfelves to him 
with the requeft, that, as the firft divine of the kingdom, 
in, whom the ftates had repofed the care and concern for the 
faivation of the Bohemians, he would be pleafed to engage 
in 2 true reformation, or, if this were as yet impracticable, 
that he would, to obviate the appearance of any fchifm, at 
Jeaft, take upon himfelf the direction of their affairs. He 
gave them a courteous anfwer, acknowledged their caufe 
to be good and laudable; but believed, that, in fuch 
dregs of time, when all goodnefs was flandered, his credit 
and counfel would be of Jitile avail to them, but might 
prove a detriment to hin, and draw upon him the indig- 
nation of the world. When they, therefore, had ften, by 
more fuch fruitlefs attempts, that he loved the praife of men 
mere than the praife of God they, at length, gave him quite 
angleft they might fall with him into the aitch, with 

tewiul words in their farewel-letter, * Thou art of the 
Wee Td, and wilt perifh with the world”? This enraged 
him to fuch a degree, that he incenfed the king againft 
them afrefh, But the bifhop of Breflaw difluaded him 
from the bloody perfecution, faying, that ** maggots grow 
© in meat half-roafted,” He meant, that martyrdom in- 
creafes the number of heretics. ‘Therefore, he only ordei- 
ed them to be fought after, and driven out of the country. 
This obliged them to conceal themfelves in mountains and 
woods; in which folitude and wildernefs it was, that, after 
they had given up all hopes of a thorough reformation, 
they were intent upon fettling a Chriftian church-difcipline 
among themfelves, and providing faithful muinifters and 






overfeers, 


SEES 


To this end they firft chofe out of their own number, 
by a majority of votes, certain elders, #0 whom they com- 
mitted the management and direction ,of aj] their affairs, 
and folemnly engaged to be in ts ings obedient to 

them. 
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them. Thefe, as exigencies required, invited the moft 
confiderable among the Brethren difperfed in Bohemia and 
Moravia to come to them; and in feveral fynods agreed 
upon certain ftatutes refpecting their behaviour and conduct 
towards cach other, towards other men, and towards the 
fupreme and inferior magiftrates. ‘I hey regulated the di- 
vine fervice, appointed days of fafting and prayer, and 
conferred mutually concerning the doctrine of, and regu- 
lations in, their congregations. But they were, in a parti- 
cular manner, net a littl embarrafled and concerned about 
the minifterial office, and :ts fucceffion, in cafe the mini- 
fters they now had from the Calixtines fhould become exe 
tinét, and none, out of love to the truth, join them afrefh. 
This fubject was treated particularly at the celebrated fynod 
of Lhota in 1467. Here they came to a refolution of fup~ 
plying the minpfterial office out of their own number. 
They firft chofe twenty, and out of thefe, nine perfons, of 
whom they would appoint three by Jot for the miniftry. 
‘Therefore they wrote the word Est, /? zs be, (viz. whom 
the Lord chufes) upon three flips of paper, and left nine 
of the fame, blanks. ‘They prayed in fimplicity, that God, 
fhould he pleafe to appoint them none as yet, or, perad- 
venture, none of thefe nine perions, for minifters, would 
caufe all the nine perfons to draw the nine blanks; and, in 
cafe he fhould have appointed one, or two, or three, to this 
gnd, he would condefcend to fignify which they were, by the 
infcribed flips of paper. Hereupon they called ina little boy, 
who was to give into the hands of cach of the nike Bre- 
thren one of the twelve flips of paper, which had been 
mixed together. “he three infertbed with Est fell to 
Alatthias of Kunewald, Thomas of Prfchelauz, and Ekas vf 
Krfhenow. ‘ThXfe were received by all the Brethren with 
joy and fongs of\praife, as teachers given them of God; 
to whom they alfo }romifed faithful obedicnce, by giving 
them their hands, ad by the kifs of peace. 


§ 126 
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§ 12. 


tsBeow. after, at another fynod, they difcuffed the queftion, 
Wisether gn ordination made by a prefbyte: without a bi- 
Geop was valid, or not? And, from the account given us 
by Ragenvolfcius, they decided it in this manner. According to 
theexam pleof the apoitles, there was no difference between the 
elders or prefbyters, and the bifhops; but, 1n Jerom’s opinion, 
the divifions arifing from the prefbyters attaching themfelves 
to him who ordained them, more than to the reft, gave 
rife to an unanimous determination of placing one prefbyter 
over al] the reft, in order to prevent an attachment to one 
or another, from whence parties might arnfe; confequentlys 
that they could be fatisfied with muinifters who were only 
ordained by prefbyters. However, to put it out of the ad~ 
ver(aries power to difpute the'validity of their office, they 
would feek to obtain an epifcopal ordination. 

Now, as the Waldenfes traced the fucceffion of their 
bifhops from the apoftolic times, they difpatched three of 
theix priefts already ordained (amongft whom Michael of 
Lamberg is mentioned) into Auftria, to Stephen, bifhop of 
the Waldenfes ; who, rejoiced at the account of the Brethren’s 
emigration and regulations, laid before them, in prefence 
of the elders, the rife and progrefs, the various viciffitudes, 
and the epifcopa! fucceffion of the Waldenfcs, and confecrated 
them, with the affiftance of his co-bifhop and the reft of thy 
clergy, bifhops of the Brethren’s church. Thefe, on their ren 
turn, at’another fynod, ordained prefbyters; firft, the three 
men chofen by lot, and then one of them, viz. Matthias of 
Kunewald, a fourth bifhop, appointing te: co-bifhops or 
con-feniors from amongft the reft of the prefbyters. 


§ 13. 


THEY, ‘moreover, took it into copfideration, whether 
they fhould not unite, and make one church, with the 
Waldenfes, 
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Waldenfes, with the purity of whofe doctrine, and piety 
of life, they were well pleafed? Againft this they had only 
one fcruple remaining, which was, that the Waldenfes did 
not make an open confeffion of the truth, and, to avoid 
Leriecation: conformed to fome ceremonies which they ac- 
knowledged to be wrong. They fent a new deputation to 
admonifh them on this account, and then to offer them their 
fellowfhip. The bifhops and elders of the Waldenfes owned 
and confefled their declenfion from the purity of their fae 
thers, promifed amendment, and embraced their offer of 
church-fellowfhip with joy. A rare example of a commip- 
nity, which, by manifold deviations, was tending towaéds 
its deftruction, confeffing their faults, and accepting the 
affiftance proffered them! But, before this union could 
be effected, the defign was betrayed by the means of fome 
who had no mind for an amendment. This gave océa- 
fion to a violent perfecution, during which many, and 
among them their laft bifhop Szephen, were burnt Alive. 
The reft were fcattered abroad, and fied, moftly, to their 
Brethren in the margraviate of Brandenburg. From thefe 
parts a weaver was come into Bohemia fome years before, 
and had been received into the Brethren’s church. Upon 
his return, he gave the reft of the Waldcnfes an account of 
the Brethren. When, therefore, in the year 1480, a great 
perfecution arofe even here; both thefe, and the other 
PWaldenfian refugees out of Auftria, retreated to the Bre- 
thren in the territory of Landfkron and Lititz, and fome to 
Fulneck in Moravia*, whereby their churches obtained the 
firft confiderable increafe. 
Both this reception and the ordination caufed the Bre 
thren to be denominated /Valdenfes, which name they, how- 


* It feems as if(Fulneck in Moravia, as well as Lititz and 
the lordfip of Laritkron in Bohemia, was a chief feat of 
the Brethren. And phe prefent Brethren from Moravia come 
from villages about Pulneck, .where Comenius was minifter P 
in the fame manner af the Bohemians {prang moftly from the 
territory of Landikrgn, 


ever, 
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» carefully declined in their apologies, for fevera] rea- 
fun alteged in the hiftory of the Bohemian perfecution. 


§ 14. 


Wo fooner was the rumour fpread abroad of the Bre- 
thren’s having now obtained their own miniftry, and the 
mpifcopal ordination ; but, at Rokyzan’s inftigation, at the 
diet in 1468, 2 bloody edict was :ffued out againft them, and 
read from all the pulpits; wherein they were declared out- 
laws, and aninjunction laid upon the ftates of each diftridt, to 
take up and punifh the Picards at pleafure. During this perfe- 
‘cution, in which Michael, their firft bifhop, was put 1n prifon, 
where he was kept till the death of the king; the yet {ur- 
viving Brethren faw themfelves under the neceflity of keep- 
jng clofe, retreating into the thickett woods, and (to efcape 
being detected even there) of hiding by day in the holes and 
clefts of the rocks. ‘Io prevent their being difcovered by 
the fmoké, they made no fire but by night, at which they 
read their bibles, and prayed. When it had fnowcd hard, 
and they were forced to go out through the deep fnow in 
gueft of their fupport, they went one behind the other, and 
the laft dragged a bufh after him in order to fill up and 
hide the track. From thefe caves and pits they got after- 
wards the nick-name of “famnici, or Grubenhermer (in Ger- 
man), that is, perfons who dwelt in caves, 

The more they fought to refute their adverfaries, and 
to bring them into a better way of thinking, by apolo- 
gies addreffed to the confiftory, to the king, and at length 
to all the ftates; the more were thefe irritated and incenfed 
to continue the perfecution, till God himfelf put a period 
to itin 1471, by the death of king Podicbrad, and the end 
ef Rokyzan, who died in dvfpair. 
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§«18. 


Unper their new king Uladiflaus from Poland, they, 
t the moft part, enjoyed peace. The adverfaries, indeed, 
ttempted at the very beginning to incenfe him againft the 
Brethgen ; but theirs apologies had fo good an effect upon 
this gracious fovereign, that he left them undifturbed, 
Therefore, in 1476, the adverfaries planned their attack in 
another way, by ftirring up the people to fedition, and 
thereby forcing the king to a perfecution. A wicked wretch 
was fuborned to give ovt that, having been a fensor, or 
elder, among the Picards, but feparated from them by 
remorfe of confcience, and returned to the orthodox church, 
he would now, as an evidence of the reality of his con- 
verfion, detect their myftery of iniquity. That they, for 
inftance, uttered in their private meetings not only erro- 
neous, but blafplemous things, vilifed the facraments, 
practifed impurities and forcery, and affaffinated people, 
in order to feize upon their fubftance, whereby they had 
amafled a great treafure. 

Now, as books were not yet printed in thofe days, they 
carried this man about into the churches in many cities, 
where he was obliged to do penance, under a folemn fhow 
of fanctity, relate thofe errors and abominations, recommend 
himfelf to the interceffion of the faithful, and warn them 
égainft all intercourfe with the Picards. And where they 
could not bring him, there they fent depofitions figned and 
fealed by many witnefles, and ordered them, together with 
an annexed paternal warning of the moft confiderable mi- 
nifters, to be read from the pulpits; infomuch, that now 
no apologies of the Brethren made any farther impreffion, 
and they awaited with refignation the moft furious perfecu- 
tion of the people; when this fellow, wearied out with 
being thus dragged about, confeffed, that he had fuffered 
himfelf te be ovet-perfuaded and bribed into this calumni- 
ation of the Picards, of whom he knew nothing at all. 

In 
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8° CHE Wiean tine, fome perfons of fenfe, who were defirous 
of Coming at the truth of the affair, had privately vifited 
Civ tricdtings of the Brethren, and, finding the direct con- 

y of what’ was given out, joined their community, 
This, when the adverfaries faw, that, by this flagran. 
impofition, they had done the Brethren more good than 
harm, they, thinking to trepan them in amore fubtle way, 
appointed, in 1479, under the pretext of an union, a confer- 
éace with them in the Caroline College at Prague, the .iffue 
of which, however, was fruitlefs. 


§ 16. 


Yer did they not let their courage fink. In 1481, the 
Brethren were banifhed Moravia, which, together with 
Lufatia and Silefia, Matthias, king of Hungary, had feized 
upon at the deceafe of Podiebrad. Many of them, under the 
condu& of Nicholas Slanfky, one of their minifters, who 
was followed, two years after, by the con-fenior Edas 
KErfehmowfky, or of Krfchenow, (§ 1.) emigrated through 
Hungary and Tranfilvania into Moldavia, where they met 
with a kind reception from the hofpodar Stephen; but, 
upon the calm that enfued in Moravia, they, through a 
difguft at the favagenefs and fuperftitious cuftoms of the 
Moldavians, returned after fix years to their own country. 

Not one of the writers of the Bohemian Brethren’s hifte- 
ry gives us any farther account of thefe exiles. Yet Henry 
Milde, “in, an Obfervation on Dr, Luther’s Leffler Cate- 
chifm, p. 75+ acquaints us, that the late Balthazar Frank, 
minifter of the Lutheran church at Afofow, on his fecond 
vifit to the Lutherans in the kingdoms of Ca/anand Aftracan, 
in the company of Fu/tus Samuel Schaar{chmidt of Quedlinburg, 
in the year 1709, crofled the Cafpian fea, and arrived at the 
city. of. Terek, fiot.far from the mountains of Cegcajus ; ‘* on 
“hich mountains. (to render his words from the,Latin) she 
&-pojferity of the Bohemian Brethren, who, during the time 
*§ of the perfecution in 1488 (or rather 1481), had come 

3 “* thither 
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thither by way of Hungary, TranGlvania, Moldavia, 
“© and the Turkifh empire, have built three very large 
*< villages.” Now Camerarius relatcs, that the Brethren, 

aving feen that they could not prove a bleffing to the favage 
pists and king Matthias, on conviction of their inno- 

ency, having recalled them, came back to Moravia; and 
that, a few years after, Moldavia, and efpecially the places 
where the Brethren had dwelt, were laid wafte by the 
barbarians, and many perfons carried into captivity. On 
the fuppofition that not all the Brethren returned at once 
into Moravia, but waited to be firft afcertained, whether 
the toleration offered them by Matthias was to be depended 
upon, or not? and if we add what feveral Moravian 
Brethren, who are yet living, have heard fiom their fa- 
thers, viz. that many of their anceftois having fled into 
Moldavia, part of them came back, but part went into 
Afia, and it 1s not known what became of them: we may, 
then, throw fome light upon the account concerning the 
Bohemians on the mountains of Caucafus, thus: that the 
Tartars, having met with fome remains of the Brethren 
in Moldavia, led them away prifoners, and granted them 
a diftrict on the mountains, where they might {ettle *. 


§ 17. 


AmipsT the troubles of war in Moravia, the Brethren 
in Bohemia had a calm for a feafon. Negleéti_funto miferi 
Jratres, fays Regenvolfcius, hb. it. cap. 8. (that is, The 
poor Brethren were neglected) But an unfortunate fchifm 
among themfelves, from whence fprang afterwards the 
Anabaptifts in Moravia and Hungary, brought a new per- 


* The Brethren have lately cbtained feveral particulars con- 
cerning thefe T/chechs ay mount Caucafus, as they cait themfelver 
(and thus all the Bohemians call themfelves too ;) but cannot cem- 


municais them, until they fhall be better convincéd of their 
authenticity. 
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fecution upon them. Fo, whereas thefe who maintained, 
that a chriftian could not, with a good confcience, dif- 
charge the functions of a magiftrate, and wield the fword ; 
in the heat of the controverfy, inadvertently and ianoraatly 
eharged the reft of the Brethren with the holding it no fir 
to defend themfelves by open force of arms; the adverfaries, 
Jaying hold on this groundlefs infinuation, perfuaded the 
king in 15¢3, that it was his incumbent duty to extirpate 
‘thefe ‘fomentors of rebellion, who would, othe: wife, foon 
‘Be a@ting Zifka’s part over again. Many of the ftates, 
however, protefted againft it, avowing the Brethren’s inno- 
cency, and their own regret to banifh and maflacre the beft 
of their fubjects. Neverthelefs, the adverfaries, after the 
Brethren’s patrons were fet out from the diet, got the edict 
to be figned. But the king, by their apology, was again in- 
duced to another way of thinking, and formed a refolution 
of bringing about an union between them and the Calrxtines, 
by means of a public conference with the univerfity and the 
confiftory of Prague. But, as a great number of people de- 
fired to be prefent, to whom the antagonifts, fhould they be 
foiled, did not like toexpofe themfelves; this difcuffion was 
firft put off from time to time, and afterwards, under various 
pretences, entirely dropped, 


§ 18. 


‘THe adverfaries, however, tho’ they had no hopes of 
convicting the Brethien of error inan open conference, were 
not quiet, For, partly by all forts of flanders, partly by the 
proffer of a latge loan, and partly by tampering with the 
quecn, whom, in cafe of her not complying with their de- 
‘fig, they had terrified with the judgments of God, and, fhe 
being pregnant, with arf unfortunate labour, they wrought 
fo upon the king, that in 1506 he fet his fign manual toa 
new and fevere edict; at the figning of which, they fay, 
the king prayed to God, in his priyate apartment, for for- 

2 givenels, 
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pivenels, and that he would ‘bring thefe bloody devices 
againft innocent perfons to nought. His prayer was heard. 
For the execution oF this edict was ftopped by the queen’s 
\unfortunate delivery, when king Lewis, who proved after- 
lwards fo unhappy, ‘was obliged to be cut out of her womb 3 
and her blood-thitfty counfellors, who, at the convention 
of all the ftates, /ub una et fub utrague*, in 1508, attempted 
to obtrude this edict, as a fundamental] ftatute of the empire, 
but to no purpofe; yet in 1510, by all the arts of knavery, 
had it regiftered ; canie foon afterwards to a dreadful end, 


§ 19. 


ALTHOUGH, amidft thefe perfecutions, many were intimi« 
dated, and fell off, yet more were driven away, and put to 
death, or perifhed in prifons, and in extreme diftrefs. The 
Congregations of the Brethren, however, were hereby not 
diminifbed, but fpread the more; infomuch that, at the be- 
ginning of the fixteenth century, they counted already two 
hundred Brethren’s congregations in Bohemia and Moravia. 
About this time alfo many learned men and priefts of the Ca- 
lixtines, and feveral counts, baruns, and fome of the nobleffe 
joined them +,who in their cities and villages built them meete 
ing-houfes, becaufe the Calixtines were in poffeffion of all 
the churches, and cramped the Brethren every where. They, 
moreover, took care to have the bible tranflated into the 
Bohemian tongue, and printed at Venice; in whichas Co- 
menius writes, they were again the firft amongft all the 


* Both of thofe who received the communion in the mannet 
of the church’ of Rome, and of thefe who received’ in boch 
kinds. (The Editor.) 

+ How they came upon thi-, and what their inducement was, 
they themfelves acquaint usin the preface to their confeffion, 
prefented wp the emperor in 1545, which may be feén'in che {r- 
cond Volume of the Suediagen ColleGions of certaun, Precas relatipg 
to Chur.b-Hiftory, p 594—63c. together with a parallel drawa 
between them and the prefent Brethren, 
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othér hations of Europe. And, becaufe the copies met with 

a Hick fale, they procured two new edi‘ions of it to be 

plinted’ at'Nuérnberg ; till they had fet up three printing- 

prefs of their own, at Prague, at’ Bunzlau in Bohemia, 

and ‘at Kralitz in Moravia, where in the beginning el 
printed nothing elfe but Bohemian b.bles. 

‘’ With this bible, which was a tranflation of the Vulgate, 

they contented themfelves for an hundred years ; until, at 

the expence of baron Sherotin, and under the infpection of 
bithop Fobn Aeneas and his affiftants, a new tranflation from 

the original text could be undertaken ; which was publifhed 

in fix parts, from the year 1579 to 1593; and having been 

revifed and furnidhed with ufeful annotations by bifhop 

Zacharias Arifton, palled a fecond edition. 


§ 20. 


Tre moft and the fierceft perfecutions arofe from the 
Calixtines; who, cxcepting the cup at the communion, 
feem to have been but little different from the Romifh 
church. For, after the death of Rotyzan, they fent their 
priefts for ordination into ktaly, where they were forced to 
act the hypocrite in a fcandalous manner, giving themfelves 
out for Romifh clergy, and to renounce the Compactata *. 

The caufe of this hatred was, that the Brethren had fepa- 
rated from them, and, by a purer doétrine and form of wor- 
fhip, fiepported by a better life, put them to fhame; that 
they conftituted feparate congregations; had their own mi- 
niftry, and would neither be in fubjection to, nor unite 
with, them. For the king, beimg intent upon bringing 
about a religious peace between the Roman Catholics and 
the Calixtines, when the latter were to have the compaCiata 


* For fome time two bifhops from Italy, who had retired into 
Bohemia, ordained their prielts, Afterwards, fome, who could 
not act the hypocrite fo flagrantly, travelled even into Armenia, 
where they obtained ordination. 
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and church-privileges confirmed to them by the popes it 
was put off from time to time, under. pretence of difcord 
reigning among the Bohemians themifelves, and becaufe 
they tolerated the Waldenfes or Picards among them. There- 
fore they endeavoured to draw the Brethren over to their 
party by mild treaties and conferences; and, when they 
could effect nothing in this way, to compel them to it by 
coercive meafures, or even to extirpate them. To obtain 
their end, they, amongft other means, made ufe of the Writ- 
ings of their adverfaries, all of which were grounded on 
an inquifition, fet up againft the Brethren at Glatz in 54803 
wherein the adverfaries had either mifunderftood, or wrefted 
and perverted their expreffions. The Brethren had, for in- 
ftance, anfwered, that the modes of worfhip might be dif- 
ferent, provided they were not againft the rules given us by 
Chrift and his Apoftles ; and that they would then prove no 
hindrance to our falvation. Thus, they drew this can- 
clufion from it, The Brethren believe that all heretics may 
be faved. Again they had faid, that we muft be patient 
under fufferings, and not refift evil, even though the Turks 
infliGted it upon us. Therefore, faid the adverfaries, the 
Brethren look upon the war againftthe Turks to be fin, 
&c. Would they fcreen themiéelves under apologies, 
and fubmit to an examination; it was then aflerced, that 
the Waldenfes and Picards, whofe doctrine they had adopt- 
ed, had been long ago condemned: that they themlelves 
had been examined, and found erroneous, what further need 
had they of witnefles? had they it not out of they awn 
mouths ? 


§ 21. 


Tuus were the Brethren forced to fubmit to every kipd 
of fufferings, as they could not avoid it, without giving up 
the-truth in feme degree, and intermixing with a corrupt 
promifcyous mulutude, to their own detriment, 
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But as they: would, nevorthelefa, have cladly avoided the 
eppearince of a fChiim from other churches ;: therefore, in 
¥474; fupported by their worldly patrons, and efpeciatly 
bafon- Pofupitz, they fent four deputies with a pafsport from 
the king, to examine into the ftate of chriflendom , in ore 
der to fee if there were any where a living church to be met 
with, free fiom errors and fuperfiition, and regulated ac- 
cording to Chrift’s plan and rule, with which they might 
unite? Tie co-bifhop Lucas went into Greece and Dal- 
matia; Afaurus Kokowetz into Mofcovia, Scythia, and other 
Sclavonian countries; AZartin Kabatnik inco Paleftine and 
Egypt; and Cafpar Marchicus to Conftantinop!e and into 
Thrace. Thefe betig returned, and having no where found 
what they fought, they, in the fame view, fentin 1489 the 
co-bifhop Lucas and Thomas Germanus to Rome, and into 
Italy and France. Thefe, it is true, met with many fouls 
fighing in ftilnefe, efpecially the Waldenfes, and faw feve- 
ral burnt alive for the truth; but found no where a con- 
gregation which they could join, to avoid all 2ppearance of 
afchifm. They, therefore, formed at a fynod the well- 
known conclufion, ‘* That, 1f God fhould, any where in 
«© the world, awaken genuine minifters, and reformers of 
‘* the church, they would make a common caufe with 


§* them.” 


§ 22. 


Now, when Erafinus of Rotterdam, whofe aim was at 
leaft to bring about a reformation in literature and {chool« 
divinity, began to be celebrated, they in r51i fent bim 
the eonfeifion which they had prefented in the yrar 1508 to 
kins Ulad:flads, with a requeft to examine it, and. either, 
to teach them better, or, fhould he find it confiftent with 
the word of God,’ to befriend the.n with his teftimony. He 
approved of it, and advifed them to carry on their caufe in 
ftilnefs, as hitherto: but cacufed himfelf, on account of 

the 
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the multiplicity ofthis occupations,from fuch an examination 
of if, a it required ; alledging withal, that by his tefiimony, 
inftead of delivering them from the imputation of error in. 
‘the opinion of their adverfaries, he fhould only endanger 
\imifelf, and render his own writings fufpected, which were 
read with beriefit by many. 

Now, though Erafmus made a fcruple of giving the 
Brethren a public teftimony, which might probably have 
been but of little ufe to them; yet he, occafionally, de- 
fcribed them to their advantage ; efpecially in his preface to 
the New Teftament, and tn a candid anfwer toTohn Schlechta, 
who had given him an horrible piéture of the Brethren. 


§ 23. 


Durinc this period many among the Brethren were of 
opinion, that, in order to ward off the objection of a fchifm, 
and the imputation, as if they looked upon themfelves to be 
the only church in which falvation was to be obtained ; and 
at length to putan end to the perfecutions; they might, 
without fcruple, comply with the khing’s command, ia 
uniting with the Calixtines: becaufe there were, however, 
faithful minifters among them, who preached the word of 
God in its fincerity and purity, lived as chriftians, and 
were wel! difpofed towards the Brethren. ‘They alfo hoped 
by this means to gain an entrance among them, and to have 
an opportunity of leading many ftmple, upright fouls far- 
ther into the knowiedze of the gofpel. But, fince their 
eldeft and moft experienced minifters, who had been perfe- 
cuted and banifhed by the Calixtines on account of the pu- 
rity of their dodtiine, apprehended that the love of their own 
members might wax cold, the Ji{ciplinc of the church de- 
cline, and the ruin of therr congregations enfue from thencc ; 
they deliberated upon this propofal at the fynod in 1486, 
and came to this decifion in full fynod ; which, becaule it 1s, 
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at once, a fpecimen both of their lave of peace, and of their 
abhorrence of an hypocritical fyncretifm, (indifference in 
matters of religion) I will here quote fomewhat more cir. 
cumftantially from Lafitius’s Third Book . 

«¢ If aminifter be found im any other church, of pur 
*¢ doctrine and good morals, the faithful ought to thank 
“¢ God for it; yet not to join, or receive the facraments 
“< from, him, for the following reafons: 1. Becaufe there 
‘¢ is danger in uniting with a church, which has been for- 
“s faken on account of its errors and abufes, 2. Becaufe 
‘© ic may happen that this good minifter may, at his death, 
«© not be fucceeded by one of the fame ftamp. 3. Becaufe 
** fuch as leave their church, are under no proper rule ina 
“© community, where fome dire, and others obey, but al] 
‘* remain in the unity of the fpirit and of the body of 
Chnift. 4. Becaufe the faithful, who, by God’s grace, 
have the fpiritual bleffings in abundance at home, can- 
“net, without hazard, go in queft of them among 
“¢ ftrangers.” 

‘¢ But, in cafe there be many minifters in another 
church, who by right and good order are united among 
themfelves, and feed the flock intrufted to their care with 
the pure word of God; the faithful fhould by no means 
defpife them; yet they ought not to leave their own 
church-fellowfhip, and join them. but the elders of the 
«s church are to fee, whether, in any way, they may be 
66 able to unite with them in one body. For inthe church 
of @hrift all things muft be done decently and in order, 
66 ¢ Cor, xiv. 40.” 

«© Should the elders find them excelling us in the necef- 
fary fundamental articles of the Chniftian atlivion, we 
ought to fubmit ourfelves to, and learn of them. If they 
‘© do not excel us; yet we are not to difdain and revile 
“© them, inafmuch es they poffefs the knowledge of the 
truth, and ftand upon a fure foundation. But nejther 
‘+ are we to join them, on account of defects, unknown to 
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them, but known to us; left, through them, the purity of 
the dogtrine amongf us, might he tainted, But yer, we 
ought to ferve, them iin a brotherly manner, that they 
may come to a Clearer. knowledge of the light.” 

<< Finally, we confefs, that no collective body of people, 
how numerous foever, can be denominated, The Catholic 
(univerfal) church; that is, fuch as comprehends in it- 
felf the entire number of the faithful, fo, as if God had 
none of his elect out of it. But, where the onJy, Catho- 
lic, Chraftian faith is found in truth, as defcribed by 
God to his word, in any part of Chriftendom, there is 
the holy Catholic church, out of the fellawfhip of which 
there 1s no hope of falvation.” 
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PART Ut. 


The Negotiations of the Brethien with the Re- 
formers and ther Succeffors, and their Spread in 
Prufia and Poland. 


§ 24, 


RECISELY one hundred years after the death of 

Hufs, God saifed up Luther in Germany, for the re- 
formation of the church*, ‘Phe Brethren, rejoiced at it, 
fent Fobn Horn and Michael [V¥e1fs in 1523 to him, to con- 
gratulate him on the reformation, and to give him an ac- 
count of their doctrine and conftitution, He was hereby 
greatly encouraged, as he teffifies in a letter to Spalatzn and 
Paul Speratus. Though he had been prejudiced apainft them ; 
yet, after a perufal of their writings, he was quite of ano- 


* Comenius, in his hiftory, § 73, makes the following obfer-, 
vation upon Luther’s reformation, ‘* About an hundred years 
¢* afcer the deceafe of JohéA Hufs, the prophecy of that holy mar+ 
“© eye was fulfilled 5” which, as he relaces, was, ‘* dy Lundvad- 
6 years bence ye foall anfwer thts unto Gad and me.” h 
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ther mind, and declared :t publicly. This friendfhip met 
with fome interruption, after the fecond deputation in 1524, 
when the Brethren conferred with him concerning the 
church-difcipline; which ought to be introduced, to the 
want of which they attributed the withdrawing of many in- 
fincere people from their community, under the pretexe 
that they could enjoy the gofpel without any fuch clofe 
difcipline. Then it was that Luther found fundry faults 
with them. But upon fending him their confeffion of faith, 
prefented in 1522 to margrave George of Brandenbury, king 
Lew1s's guardian; he had i¢ printed in 1533 with a fine 
teftimony ; in which he plainly declares, that all hisjealouly 
had fublided ; and that they, notwithftanding the diverfity 
of their church-ufages, ceremonies, and expreflions, be- 
longed to one fheepfold. ‘* For though I (writes he) do not 
<¢ know how to adopt the Brethren’s way of exprefling them- 
“© felves: yet ] will not over-hurry, or compel them to 
‘© adopt mince; if we otherwife be and remain unanimous in 
“© the mater itfelf, &c.” He alfo, in conjunction with 
Melanchton, in 1535 wrote to them, amongit other things, 
thus, ** Since we are agreed in the principa) articles of the 
‘© Chriftian dodtiine, let us recerve one another in love; 
§* nor fhall any difference of ufages and ceremonies difunite 
“© our hearts.” This in 1536 gave occafion to the third 
deputation to him, in order to treat with him about the in- 
troduction of a better church-difcipline; which, however; 
according to his opinion, was not practicable at that time , 
when, to ufe his own expreffion, matters were {ti too 
raw, and he himfelf was too much overcharged with buf. 
nefs, efpecially with the controverfy againft his antagonifts, 
Concerning this deputation, I find, in a manufcript mar- 
ginal note to Regenvolfcius (L. 3. c. xi. p. 57.) im our are 
chives, and an apology of the Brethren againft Moartinius, 
the following ‘anecdote. Many evil reports of the’ Proteft- 
ante in Gqrmany and Switzerland had, fince the att depu- 
tatign in 3524, found their way santo Bohemia. The 
Brethren, 
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Brethren, not chuking | to give credit ta them upon hearflay 
only, fent deputies into Germany and Switzerland to fee 
every thing with their own eyes, and report how they found 
it, They ftaid a month at Wittenberg, in conference with 
Luther and Melanchton concerning church-difcipline. Lu- 
ther praifed it, and exhorted them to maintainit. ‘ I was 
© (faid he) under a neceffity of pulling down the church- 
“¢ order which has obtained hitherto; becaufe people have 
“© trufted in it: but I fhall be extremely glad to fet up 
© another, left the church be rent in pieces, but that it 
§© may be built up.” When the Brethren Jamented before 
him, that they, on account of their church-order and dif- 
cipline, were flandered and vilified, as if they were fecta- 
riens and monks, he rejoined, “© That they fhould not 
“€<mind it: the world would always be fooltfh. Should de 
© introduce fuch an order, the world would fay the very 
* fame; the world ever had, and ever would have, fome 
S° exceptions to make, &c.” 

‘ In the year 1540 they difpatched their fenior ohn Au- 
gufia to him; who, in company with George I/rael, vifited 
him for the laft time in 1542, in order to confer with him 
about the introduction of a better church-difcipline, for 
which other divines exprefled a great defire. He owned 
the want and neceffity of it, promifing that, as foor as the 
flate of the church fhould become more calm, he would fee 
about it in good earneft*, When they took leave, in pre- 
fence of the reft of the profeflors, he gave them the right 
hand°of brotherhood, with thefe words, ‘* Be ye apoftles 
«© of the Bohemians: [and mine will be apoftles of the 
“© Germans, &c.” He allo wrote to Fobn Auguffa not long 
after, ** I exhort you in the Lord to perfevere with us unto 


* « But he, foon after, departed this life, leaving this im- 
© portant branch of the reformation in the hands of his fuecef- 
«© fors; ; which was at laft, amidit the wrangles which followed, 
‘¢ either forgotten, or exclaimed againit as needlefs and pernici- 
#-ouy5” 6 Galig atteitsin the 2d Part, Book VI. Chap, iii. 


6¢ the 


from the Year 15t% to 1870. Ag 


«© the end in the fellowhhip of the fpirit and of doftrine, &c.”* 
To fay hothing, for brevity’s fake, of other teftimonies, 
which may be fechi in Lafitius and Comenius, and in Sa. 
lig’s Hiftory of the Confeffion of Augfburg. (Sce alfo the 
Buedingen Colleétion, Vol. IIT. p. 568, et /e¢., 


§ 25. 


Wuite thefe treaties were in agitation, the Waldenfes 
in France had fent a deputation to the Brethren in Bohemia, 
to bewail unto them their preffures from without, and vari- 
ances within; to beg counfel and comfort from, and renew 
feilowfhip with, them ; which the Brethren, having exa- 
mined their dodtrine, complied with, admitting alfo thefe 
deputies, during their ix months refidence among them, to 
the holy communion, In the mean time the fame of the 
Brethren had reached even as far as Stra/burg ; from whence 
Fabricius Capito in 1533, and Martin Bucer in 1540, wrote 
letters to them, in order to make enquiry into their church- 
difcipline. They, therefore, fent MMJatthias Erythreus to 
communicate to them an account of their doctrine and regu- 
lations, which delighted them to fuch a degree, that Bucer 
burft into tears, in prefence of the other divines of Straf- 
burg, and, amongft other teftimonies, wrote to the Brethren 
as follows: ‘* I believe ye are the only people at this 
«< day, who, together with a pure doctrine, exercife 9 ge- 
‘© nuine and well-adapted difcipline, which is not grievous, 
‘© but profitable.” 

It was here that ‘John Calvin, then minifter of the church 
of the French refugees at Strafburg, became acquainted with 
them; who, befides others of his colleagues, kept up a 
pretty, conflant epiftolary corsefpondence with them, and, 
at the reformation of the church of Geneva, is fhid't6 Have 
introduced fevetal'of their church-orders, 

Thas were, ‘the "Brethren led into .an acquaintance, and 
correfpondence with both the preat Jeaders of the reforma- 

tion, 
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tient; without taking any part in their difpates, and thereby 
fotfeiting their own jewel of a pure doCtrine and apoft lic 
‘ehurch-difcipline. They were loved and pratfed by them 
and their colleagues, and often fet before their congregations, 
with preat lamentations, and to their humiliation, as a pat- 
tern to them. ‘Thus the reformers, without attacking the 
Brethren about their difference from them in non-effentials, 
or requiring an entire union with them, folicited and ex- 
horted thcm to a communion in fpirit with them and ther 
followers. 


§ 26. 


However, this very acquaintance drew another perfe- 
cution upon them. For, when the Bohemians, in the 
Smalcaldic war, which broke out fhortly after the death of 
Luther in 1546, refufid to fupport the emperor Charles V. 
and their king Ferwinand again? the Proteftants , and, on that 
account, were accufed of rebellion: the Brethren, ia parti- 
cular, were charged with having, by their frequent depu- 
tations to, and correfpondence with, Luther, endeavoured 
to fet the eledtor of Saxony upon the throne of Bohemia, 
On this account, the aforefaid Sohn Augufla, with others, 
was committed to prifon, and racked three times, to farce 
a confefion out of him; nor was he difcharged from his 
confinement till fixteen years afterwards, on Ferdinand’s 
death. The churches in fome lordfhips were fhut up, the 
miniffers either taken up, or fcattered, and the people com- 
manded to jom either the Romifh church, or the Casx- 
tines; or, in cafe of refufal, to quit the country within. fix 
weeks. Many loft all courage, and joined the Calixtines, 
Moft of them emigrated, under the conduét of their bifhop 
Matthias Syon, into Poland; and, being driven from thence 
likewife, into, Pruffia. Duke Albert, who had formerly 
offered them his country, gave them a ready receptien ; 
but, as fome wanted to render them {fufpected as to their 

dodirine, 
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dotrine, he ordered them to pafs an examination before five 
minifters, Upon their finding the Brethren’s dodtrine and 
confeffion of faith harmonious with the confeffion of Augt 
burg; a diploma was iflued, dated the rgth of March isag, 
whereby they were to enjoy the fame civil privileges with 
other fubjects, even though thcy retained their own church- 
difcipline. The places allotted for their refidence were 
Martenwerder, Neidenburg, Gardenfee, Hohenftein, Gil 
genburg, Soldau, and Koenigfberg. 

The celebrated Pas Speratus, bifhop of Pomefania, was 
very ferviceable to them tn this refpect, and all true and wor- 
thy minsfters rejoiced at their reception; fo, that Anthony 
Bodenflein, minifter at Marienwerder, where moft of the 
Brethren had fettled, at the clofe of an excellent teftimony,. 
wrote thus to Dr. Brentius: “1 judge that this holy people 
*© has been fent hither by God himfelf, that, throughthem, 
© others may be ftirred up to enter into a more mature de- 
“© liberation, how a remedy may be found out for the many 
° faults and defects in our church.” 


ww 


* 


§ 27. 


Prussia was, at that time, brought into the utmoft con- 
fufion by the debates fet on foot by Ofander. The Brethren, 
it is trbe, kept themfelves entirely out of them; but were, 
neverthelefs, oblized, by command of the duke, to con- 
fer feveral times with Ofander, and deliver their fentiments 
upon it; which they did ina fimple, plain, and impartial 
manner, importing that things of that nature ought not to 
be difcuffed, to the fcandal of the whole church, in public 
controverfial writings, but decided at a fynod by difereet 
and pious men: and that, whoever would, afterwards, abe 
ftinately perfift in his own opinion, agamnit him the difci- 
pline of the church fhould be excreifed. This had been the 
practice of the primitive church, and it was alfo therr’s. 


However, 
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However, the Brethren were not fuffered to remain en- 
tirely at reft. For when bifhop Laurentiws in 1561 came to 
Thorn at his vifitation, he was queftioned by the Lutheran 
fhinifter there, Benedic? Morgenflern, a turbulent man; who, 
on account of the debates with Ofiander, had firft been ex- 
pelted the duchy of Pruffia, and afterwards the city of Dant- 
gick *; Why the Brethren in that place, who pretended to 
agree to the Auguftan confeffion, dic not attend the Lu- 
theran worfhip? He anfwered, ‘* On account of the want of 
$¢ due difcipline and order ;” but promifed, notwithftanding, 
to make his report to the Brethren. They, in confideration 
of the fellowfhip they had entered into with Luther, out of 
Jove to peace, and to avoid giving offence, difpofed the 
Brethren at Thorn to attend the fervice of the minifters 
there, provided thefe, as far as were practicable, obferved 
good difcipline. ‘They, moreover, fent Laurentius, toge- 
ther with fome other deputies, in 1563, once more to Thorn ; 
who, having before the whole council evinced the Bre 
thren’s innocence againft Morgenftern, refigned their Bre~ 
thren there to the Lutheran miniftry. But as Morgenttern, 
chagrined at being convicted of injuftice, itll went on to 
preach and write againft the Brethren; thofe who adhered 
to the Brethren left Thorn entirely ; and Morgenftern, on 
account of other difturbances, was depofed and expelled by 
the thagiftracy of Thorn: but went on writing, and incen{- 
ing the Lutheran congregations in Poland againft the 
Brethren +, as will be feen hereafter. 


But 


# Lafitius writes Lib. VJ. that Flacius Hlyricus. who began 
a controverfy with the divines at Wittenberg, and drew many 
congregations over to his fide, attempted by his emiflaries to 
gain the Brethren in Poland likewife to his party. But that 
he, having met with a reprimand from them on account of his 
uarrels, became their enemy, and took pains to incenfe the 
olanders againft therm: That he fucceeded with fome of them 
in Pruffia, and particularly wath Morgenftern, 
+ Almoft at this very time, in 1580, two antagonifts of the 
Brethren appeared in Moravia, viz. Dr. “Zohn Hedersch, Lutheran 
minifter 
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But, upon the death of duke Albert of Pruffia, a few’ 
body of divinity having been drawn ap, and the Brethren 
being urged not only to fubfcribe to it, but alfo to abandon 
their own Bohgmian paftors, their churah-difcipline and 
ufages, and thus to renounce the Unity of the Brethren in 
Bohemia and Moravia, or elfe, to quit the country ; mof 
of them chofe the laft, and emigrated in 1574 partly to 
Great Poland, and partly back again into their own country, 
Moravia; where the Brethren in 1566, by the advice of 
Crato de Kraftheim, phyfician to the emperor Maximilian I 
to whom the Brethren had been recommended by him, as @ 
church coming neareft to that of the apoftles, had prefented 
to the emperor their canfeffion of faith, and their hymaw 
book, and obtained Iberty of confcience. 


§ 28. 


Bor before we teturn to the Brethren in Moravia, we 
fhould fee how the remnant of them in Poland were fpread 
abroad; and how the Reformed firft, at feveral fynods, and 
afterwards the Lutherans too, came to an agreement 
with them in the celebrated Confenfus Séndemirienfit. 
(Synodal Agreement of Sendomir. ) 

Various preparations towards a reformation had bees 
made in Poland as early as the year 1440, by means of the 
refugees of the Huffites from Bohemia, and afterwards by 
the Polifh ftudents, who ftudied under AMelanchton; when 
the Brethren, that were expelled Hohemia, made in 1548 


minifter at Iglan, and Pas! X:rmeaés, the minifer of the reformed 
congregation at Hannobrod. Both were depofed on account 
of other irregularities, and the latter retreated to the Brethren, 
alked theis pardon, and was, a3.a reconciled enemy, maintained 
by them with much affection until hie end. | 

Je the, Muedinggn Colledtion Ill. p. 559, an extra of 
Hederich’s Preface is to be found, being the marrow’ of hes 


whale 
E Great. 
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Great, Paland. their afylums and, although they were at 
that tite forced to move farther, yet left a feed behind 
them. At the fame time, feveral men of learning, who had 
ftudied under the famous Trotzendorf of Goldberg in Silefiay 
propagated the Lutheran dodtrine chiefly in'Polifh Pruftia ; 
as athers did that of the Reformed, principally in Little 
Poland. Almoft all the nobility embraced the Proteftant 
dodtrine. The king himfelf was inclined to a thorough 
reformation, and had no other objections, than (uch as arofe 
from the controverfies of the Proteftants among themf{elves, 
and from the Arian difturbances. 

The Brethren, in paffing through Poland, had left a little 
congregation at Pofnania; which the caftellan, count de 
Offrorog, joined in the very hour, in which he intended to 
drive his lady out of the meeting with a whip. This very 
nobleman, in 1551, applied to the Brethren in Pruffia for 2 
minifter, and obtained George Ifracl, afterwards prefident of 
the fynod; whoina fhort time gathered forty congregations 
in Poland*, in which were many of the grandees. Felix 
Cruciger,: {uperintendent of the Reformed in Little Poland, 
who neither could nor would any longer oppore the 
{preading of the Brethren, entered twice into conference 
with this George Ifrael, in order to fettle the differences 
fubfifting between them, and to carry on the work of the 
Lord in fellowfhip. Upon this enfued the firft general fyn- 
od of the Proteftants at Cofminiec in 15553 at which, in 
prefence of feveral waywods from Great and Little Poland, 
and ah embafly of the duke of Pruffia, the confeffion of the 
Bohemian Brethren, their church-difcipline, and other 
writings were read, examined, approved, and a coalition of 
both parties was formed and ratified by their giving each 


* According to Regenvolfcius, (1.i. ¢. xiv.) they very foon 
fpread farther Rill; and, béfides thofe in Poland re | Lithuania, 
had many congregations in Polifh Proffia, Caffabia, and Siléfia; 
and in many places, court-chaplains ind‘ head-malters of {chools 
were called from among them. } ; 
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other the fight hand of fellowfhip, and this agreement 
Sealed by their partaking together of the holy communidn, 


§ 29. 


Or this the Reformed apprized the divines in Switzerland, 
who, being uncommonly pleafed with the news, exhorted 
them to continue in this union, and particularly, as Mu/fcu- 
dus of Bern expreffes himfelf, to make good ufe of the fimple 
manner of teaching, and the excellent order and difcipline 
of the Brethren. But this union met very foon with diffi- 
culties. The fecret Arians, who defired to be included in 
this agreement, in order that they might be protected, and 
thereby be the better able fecretly to {pread their poifon, 
wanted feveral articles of doctrine and ufages of the Brethren 
to be altered. But, not fucceeding, they fought to render 
the Brethren fufpected by the Swifs divines. Even old Fobn 
a Lafco*, aman approved under many a crofs, retarded the 
union for a while. He would not only have fome ceremo- 
nies at the Lord’s fupper altered, according to the ftandard 
of his late reformed congregations in England; but he alfo 
demanded of the Brethren a more’ explicit and nice explana 
tion of the Lord’s fupper. Calvin likewife urged a more 


* He was born in 1499 of a noble family in Poland, : ftudied 
in France, Italy and Germany, favoured the reformation, and on 
that accoant refufed a bifhopric in Poland. In 1540 hé went 
into Germany and the Netherlands, received in 1542 a vocation 
to be a minifter at Emden, and reformed the churches in Eaft 
and Weft Friefland. By archbrthop Craamer’s invitation, he 
went in 1549 into England, and became fuperintendent. of the 
foreign Proteftants, and a minifler of the church of Auftin Fri- 
ers at London. He aiffifted in the emendation of the canon .law 
of the church of England. He, together with part of bis con« 
BF oh, were elled the kingdom by queen Mary; aad 

vibg béen advifed to withdraw, in Denmark and magy places 
of Gérmtay}' 66 sticount of his calviniitical doctrine, he in 1536 
returned inté Poland, He died in 1560. 
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determinate declaration of. their mind concerning the way 
and manner of Chrift’s corporal prefence in the communion. 
John 4 Lafco received an injun@ion from the king againtt 
railing freth difturbances; and the Brethren endeavoured, 
by means of a deputation, to fatisfy Calvin and the reft of 
the Swifs divines, to whom they had been traduced. 


§ 30. 


For in the yea® 1557, at the fynod of the Brethren at 
Slexanj, in Moravia, many grandees from Poland having ap- 
peared, and defired a clofer coalition of the Brethren with 
the adherents of the Swifs confeffion, this point was indeed 
profecuted at feveral fynods; yet the Brethren in 1560 found 
it neceflary to difpateh, from Bunziau in Bohemia, where 
their principal refidence was at that time, (and on which 
account they were ufually called, The Brethren of Bunzlau)/ 
‘Sohn Rotita and Peter Herbert to fome princes, and to the 
principal divines in Germany and Switzerland, with a view 
partly to renew the friendfhip begun with the reformers, 
and partly to clear themfelves from evil reports, and give 
foreign divines a better account of their doctrine and regu- 
Jations, and of the union begun in Poland. Thefe deputies 
met every where with a very kind reception, efpecially from 
duke Chriflopher of Wuertenberg, and the count palatine 
Wolfgang of Deux Ponts; who, in company of many di- 
vines, and efpecially the celebrated Facobus Andreas and 
Foannes Brentzius, had an interview with them at Goep- 
pingen. The duke offered them his territory, fthould 
they be tolerated nowhere elfe, and furnidhed them with 
recommendatory letters to feveral Polifh grandees. The 
chancellor Peter Paul Vergerius, \ate legate of the pope in 
Germany, fhowed them in particular much Jove, This 
gyeat prelate, againft whom in his funeral fermon no farther 
exception was made, than that he had aot underftood the 

€on«= 
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totitroverfies ; in which, according to Salig’s ‘exprefiion, he 
was'a cHild dnd a bungler, but he wifhed to be a perfe& 
man as td the life which is id Chrift Jefus; this prelate, 
according to his own account in the preface to the con- 
fe ffion of the Brethren, which he publithed in 1556 at Tue- 
bingen, was become acquainted with the Brethren’s con- 
gregations upon his travels in Pruffia and Poland, and had 
admired their unity as well as their doétrine and ecclefia- 
ftical difcipline, the more, as the frequent controverfies of 
thofe times had been very offenfive to him. He had wnitten 
glorious teftimonies of thein to Italy andtother places; had 
given different ideas of them to fuch as either had known 
nothing of them, or feared that the Polanders might be 
corrupted by the doctrine of the Waldenles; and had 
in particular appeafed the emperor Maximilian, At \aft he 
requefted to be received into the Brethren’s congregation, 
and to conclude his life among them ; that he might thereby 
give their ecclefiaftical difcipline an equal teftimony to that 
which he had given the Proteftant church, by his acceding to 
their pure doctrine. But his defign was prevented by his 
death, 


§ 31. 


RoKITA, with the letter of the duke to the Polifh gpan- 
dees, returned into Poland; but Herbert continued his journey 
to Heidelberg, Strafburg, and into Switzerland, and con- 
ferred with the divines there, in particular with Ballinger, 
Peter Martyr, Mufculus, Calvin, Viret, and Theodore Beza. 
He, in the name of the Brethren, complained of their fevere 
cenfures; declaring, that they would not be involved tn the 
controvetfies about the Lord’s upper, and neither could nor 
would explain themfelves about the mode thereuf in any 
clearer manner, than they had hitherto doné by fimply ufing 
the feripture-exprefions, The divines teftified their fatia 
£a&tion..- Calvin elpecially, in his anfwer to the Bfethrer, 
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endeavoured to apologife for his former letters to the Poland- 
die’; though he feemed to take amifs the Brethren’s too ftri& 
cdnformity to the confeffion of Augfburg. 

In confequence hereof, the affair of the union between 
the adherents to the Swifs confeffion in Poland and the 
Brethren, was continued with renewed zeal, and brought 
to bear at the fynod of Xians in the year 1560. Being 
agreed about the doétrine, a weighty difpute arofe about 
church-order ; for fome were for forming a better church-dil- 
cipline out of the fcriptures, than the Brethren’s; which, 
in their opinion, ftill favoured too much of popery, and 
gave too much power to theclergy. The Brethren would 
not recede from their difcipiine; which, as they averred, 
had not been formed haftily, but, after forty years deliberation, 
prayer, and fevere perfecutions, and, having for a century 
flourifhed in great blefling, had been commended by many 
pious divines, becaufe it urged a true change of heart, not 
admitting any perfon, without @ fufficient examinatian, to 
the fellowfhip of the faints, and to the hoJy communion. 
At length, by a majority of votes *, the church-order of 
the Brethren was accepted, under this reftriction, that the 
congregations in Little Poland fhould be divided into feven 
diftricts, and thofe in Lithuania into fix; and that not only 
an ecclefiaftical, but alfo a civil enior fhould be fet over each 
diftyct, who was to accompany the ecclefiaftical /enior +, 


® Comenius in his hiftory, § 99103, feems not to be pleaf.- 
ed with this fynod, becatie a otitical ad carnal seep 
the {way at it. And we can hardly view it in any other light, 
buat that this fynod proved, in its confequences, very detriment. 
al to the Brethren in Poland; not by the new addition made to 
their charch-conftitution, but by their too great enceafe, by ap- 
plying a chureh-difcipline to perfons no way fitted for it, and 
by blending with another conftitution, by which they were aftere 
wards fwallowed up, . 

+ From this time the bifhops of the Brethren in Poland ftile 
themfelves Seniors, with a view to obviate the fufpicion both a 
the Catholics and Reformed ; making ufe of the epifcopal tide 
falely in their writings addreffed to epifcopal churches among 
the. Proteltants, 

or 
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or fuperintendent, on his vilitations, to care for the outward 
concerns of the churches ; and in the congregations, efpeci- 
ally at the provincia} fynods, to be held once a year, to 
hear the grievances, and adjuft differences, 


§ 32. 


By this union the Brethren rendered themfelves fufpected to 
the Lutherans. Their firft fuperintendent, Erafmus Gliczner, 
invited the fexior of the Brethren, George J/rae/, to a fynod at 
Pofnania in 1567, at which he laid before him certain pofi- 
tions, which Adorgenflern had taken out of their confeffion, and 
pretended to be erroneous, requiring an anfwer. Fhefe pofi- 
tions were partly very trivial, and partly quite congruous with 
the true Lutheran doctrine, Heinfifted upon their renouncing 
their own confeffion, and exclufively adopting that of Augf- 
burg, which they, however, acknowledged to be orthodex 
too. Now, as they could not come to an agreement, the 
affair was in 1568 referred by both parties to the theologi- 
cal faculty at Wittenberg ; who, in their reply, difapproved 
of the polemical writings of Thorn, and, after the late Dr. 
Luther’s example, maintained, that, notwithftanding the 
diverfity of fome expreffions and ufages, the Bohemian church 
aught not to be efteemed different from the Lutheran, 
They only exhorted the Brethren not to confine the true 
church to their conftitution, commendable and worthy of 
jmitation as jt might be; nor exclude the members of. other 
Proteftant churches from their communion. 

_Hereupon, Era/mus Gliczner invited the Brethren again 
to a fynod held at Pofnania, in February 1570, and cone 
ferred with them about the harmony of the Auguftan and 
Bohemian confeffions. The cunteft about the Lord’s fupper 
between the Lutherans and the Reformed having been ad« 
jufted, in a preparatory fynod at Vilna in Lithuania ; it if 
fuéd, at length, in the month of April 1570, in the celew 
brated fynod’of all-the Proteftants at Sendomir. 


E 4 § 33 


56 Ancrunt Hisroxy of she Basruren, Part IIT. 


§ 33 


'Basipys the divines, many deputies of the nobility ap- 
peared at this fynod, amongft whom, Séorow/ky, waywod of 
Sendomir, was the prefident. The principal perfons among 
the divines were, on the part of the Brethren, ‘foannes 
Laurentius ; on behalf of the Auguftan confcfion, Gliczner; 
and on behalf of the Swifs confeffion, Gilovius. 

After fome fruitlefs negotiations, during which each party 
commended their confeffion as the beft, and would have the 
reft acknowledge it as the only true one, which fhould be 
laid as the foundation of their union, fetting the others 
afide; they came to a conclufion, to compile a common 
Polith confefion out of all the three. The Brethren were 
the firft who acquielced in this propofal, provided only they 
fhould not be obliged to give up their own, as the moft an- 
cient confeffion of them aj], which had been prefented to 
fo many kings ; together with their church-difcipline, which 
they had hitherto found fo beneficial, and which had 
been praifed and recommended by all the reformers. This 
was approved by the reft. The Lutherans would not, ig 
the beginning, come into it; but, having been admo- 
nifhed by the grandeec, with tears in their eyes, to per- 
fit no longer in oppofing the union, thereby furnithing 
their common enemies with an ,occafion of triumph, and 
laying 2 ftumbling-block in the way of the king againft the 
Proteftants, they confented to the drawing up a common 
Polith confeffion, fill retaining the Auguftan for themfelves, 

‘This occafioned great joy. Many of the fecret Arians, 
who, amidit the difcord hitherto fubfifting, fought to fith in 
troubled waters, fubmitted to be fet to rights, confeffed the 
godhead of Chrift, and were again received into the com- 
munion of the Proteftants; but the ftiffhecked were exe 
cluded. They now drew up the agreement, or the fo-called 
Conjenfus Seeomirienfis; which, having been read on the 
14th of April, and approved by all, was then figned. ‘The 

con- 
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contents were, That they would no longer look upon each 
uther as erroncous, nor teach that the facraments weré mere 
figns; but efpecially, according to the 14th article of the 
Saxon confeffion, or the repetition pf the Auguftan, of 
1555, (which was, at the inflance of Gliczner, inferted at 
Jarge, with a view to fhow their fellowfhip with the Saxon 
church) to teach the real prefence of Chrilt in the facred 
fupper of the Lord ; not only to attend each other’s preach 
ing, but even to perform divine fervice, and communicate 
with the congregations adhering to another confeffion; re~ 
gulating themfelves on fuch occafion after the ritual pecu- 
har to that congregation ; and to fend their deputies to che 
general fynods of each branch *, 


§ 34: 


AT the next fynod of the Lutherans and the Brethren at 
Pofnania on the 20th of May 1570, certain remarks, Con- 
Signatio obfervationum, &c. were farther added; for inftances 
that they, in the doctrine of the Lord’s fupper, would abftain 
fiom all expreffions which vary from the holy {criptures, the 
Saxon confeffion, and theirown agreement; and, in point of 
church-fellowfhip, admit no members of another confeffion 
to the communion, without a teflimony of their own minifter ; 
nor receive any minifter, who had left their own church, 
into the miniftry; nor draw the hearers of any congrega- 


© Carpuov, in his Religions-Unterfuchung (fei. ii. ¢¢ di) 
{peaks of this, in 49, thus: ‘* Without prejudice to this union, 
‘ each party retained their own peculiar church confeffion and 
‘* rites, their ufual names of diftintion, and their own congree 
‘© gations: fince they, in their agreement, had no farther view, 
‘¢ than to acknowledge each other to be orthodox; entirely ro 
‘> renounce and avoid all controverfies and differences; and to 
** render each other mutual fervicesia their refpective churches.” 
Confequently, this union was no fyncretifm, (confufion of reli. 

‘cai and therefore the modern Brethren, whom Fabé/onfey, in 
is apologetic lecter to Afos/ a¢ Mauclere, ftiles the geauine po- 
fierity of the Sendomiriags, are Ro Syncretilts, 


“ 


~ 
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ties te another ; and, either privately, or at a general fynod, 
tr adjuft the differences which might ar'fe. Upon this, the 
agreeinent was publithed to all the pecple, who wept for 
joy,: whit the members of the fynod, during the finging 
the Tz Deum, gave each other the hand of fellowfhip. After 
this, a minifter of the Brethren preached in the Lutheran 
ehurch, according to the Lutheran ufages, and a Lutheran 
minifter did the fame in a church of the Brethren. They 
difpatched deputies with the agreement to Heidelberg; and 
made inquiry, whether any farther common Polifh confeffion, 
or efpecial body of divinity, were neceflary, befides this? To 
which they received a reply, that they might be very well 
content with thts agreement. The Proteftant grandees, in 
conjunction with the divines, wrote alfo in 1578 to the 
ele€tors of the Palatinate, Saxony, and Brandenburg, piving 
them an account of the agreement of Sendomir, and the 
ftate of their congregations fince. Thefe congratulated 
them upon the occafion, wifhing that all divines would fol- 
low their example, At the following fynods of Cracow, 
Pofnania, Petrikow, Wladiflaw, &c. which all the divines 
and Jay-eldeisof all the three confeffions pun€tually attended, 
this agreement, together with the remarks above-mentioned, 
were confirmed anew. Several claufes, or canons, were 
added, relating to the avoiding needlefs, and adjufting 
unforefeen differences ; the better regulating the church- 
difeipline, and the founding f{chools common for them 
all; and laftly, it was refolved, that one church might give 
2 yocation to a minifter of another; provided that fuch 
fhould be bound to accommodate themfelyes tothe ufages of 
the church they were appointed to ferve, 


§ 35- 


In this manners all the Proteftants in Poland lived inf 
unity, which none, but their enemies, regretted ; fince they 
thereby 


from, the Fede &5t7 “bo 16470 Be 


thereby loft an cecafion, either of rendering them odious ta 
the king om account of their difcord, and thus declaring 
them at the diets unfit to be tolerated; or elfe, of feeing 
them deftroy one another, and the grandees withdrawing 
from them. 

So much the more did the adverfaries triumph, when, at 
the general fynod of Pofnania in 1582, after an union of 
twelve years, Paul Gerike, a Lutheran minifter of Pofnania, 
and Enoch, who had left the Brethren, or, according to S2= 
lig’s exprefion, had fled from the Brethren’s rigotous dif- 
cipline, protefted againft the agreement of Sendomir; 
threatening their fuperintendent G/iczner with excommunie 
cation, and alledging the opinions of the univerfities of Jena, 
Tuebingen, and Frankfort , wherein this agreement is fup- 
pofed to be cenfured. ‘To thefe, Gliczner oppofed the opi- 
nions of the univerfities of Wittenberg, Leipfic, and Hei- 
delberg ; and, at the general fynod of Thorn in 1595, en- 
tered into an amicable conference with Gerike. There were 
prefent at this fynod, befides a creat number of fpiritual and 
temporal deputies of the three confeffions, who avowed 
again the agreement, eleven folemn embaffies from the prin- 
cipal Polifh and Lithuanian princes, and from the princes 
of Reufs of the Greek church *. Gerike would hearken to 
no compromife. But when his own hearers had acceded to 
the agreement, he, for fear of being excommunicated, de» 
parted fecretly. Hereupon he was by the fynod depofed 
from his office, which was notified to him by a temporal 
deputy at Pofnania. Gliczner, who amidft thefe difturb- 


* With thefe a treaty was entered upon, with a view to a 
clofer union ; and, for that end, a fynodal writing was in 1¢g9 
difpatched by the prefidents of a'l the three confeflions from 
Vilna to Meletius, patriarch of Confantinople; to whom the 
fenior of the Brethren, Yurnowius, alfo wrote in particular, 
‘The anfwer to the latter 1s well known. Yet the coalition did not 
take place; for ic came mo farther than to a political union, or 
confederacy, as they called it, 
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ances retejved a vocation from Po/naxia into Prufia*, not- 
withftanding all threats, perfevered till his death in 1603 in 
his eager to the agreement of Sendomir, and kept the 
reft df the Lutheran congregations to it. His fucceffor's had 
different fentiments, fuffering the fellowfhip with the other 
confeffions to be interrupted for a whole century; till, in 
2712, when the mifchief of feparation was difcerned, though 
too late, they fent again deputies to the general fynods. But 
the Reformed were more and more united with the Bohemian 
Brethren, untiJ, in the year 1627, at the fynod of Offreg, 
they coalefced into one body in fuch a manner, that, from 
that time, no farther diftinGion has been made between. the 
Bohemian Brethren and the Reformed in Great Poland, 


* When Gliczner left Pofnania, many of the Lutheran minifters 
offered to join the Bohemian churches. But the Brethren’s fe- 
nior Turnovius sefufed them; reprefenting to them, that Glica- 
ner always remained their rightfal fuperintendent; that it was 
repugnant ro the fellowthip entered into with Luther, and to the 
agreement of Sendomir; and that the Lutheran churches 
would decreafe, fhould the minifters of the Auguilan confeflion, 
which the Brethren likewife admitted and received as a found con- 
feffion, leave their church. 
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PART JW. 


What befel the Brethten remaining in Bebemia ond 
Moravia, until their Difperfion in 1627. 


§ 36. 


E T us now fee what befel the Brethren left in Bohe- 

mia and Moravia, fince the great emigration into Po» 

Jand and Pruffia in 1548, who, according to § 27, obtained 
reft under the emperor Maximilian II. Moft of the Bree 
tbren having returned out of Pruffiato the Brethren in their 
owncountry ; the divines of Heidelberg, who were very much 
pleafed with the new Wittenberg-edition of the Bohemian 
confeffion, prefaced by Luther, and accompanied with an 
excellent teftimony of the theological faculty, of 1573; 
fent a divine to them, in 1574, with the requeft, to lay 
their church-order open to him, fince they, at the regula- 
tion of their churches, wifhed to make ufe of it. Upon 
his return, the’ moft excellent teftimonies enfued, lamenting, 
at the fame time, that they had not hitherto been able to 
bring matters fo far, ** becaufe they had leaned too much upon 
66 the 
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“ the temporal government; whereas the Brethren had 
“© taken care not to lofe any thing of the liberty purchafed 
* for them by the blood of Chrift, though their congrega- 
‘© tions were alfo fubject to temporal government, aid to all 
“< men, for their good and edification.” 


§ 376 


Hereupon the Brethren took in hand the new tranfla- 
tion of the bible out of the original, of which mention has 
been made § 19. They fent, for that purpofe, fome of their 
young ftudents to Wittenberg and Bafil, to learn the ori- 
ginal languages. Some noblemen among the Brethren had, 
even before this, fent their fons, under the infpection of a 
deacon, to the German and other univerfities; and others 
bad, of their own free motion, frequented thefe feats of 
learning, to ftudy the languages and divinity; fo, that Lau- 
rentius, who, in the Pofnanian difputes, had been fent by 
George Ifrael to Wittenberg, and, having attended Luther’s 
lectures, had been at his burial ; vifited ten of the Brethren’s 
children, and was prefent at a difputation held by them 
upon the third article-‘of the Bohemian confeffion, concern- 
ing the holy Trinity. The benefit they hoped to reap from 
it, was alfo productive of fome mifchief, as may be conclud- 
ed.from the anfwer of the Brethren’s deputy to the Straf- 
burg divines in 1540. (§ 25.) For, upon Bucer’s enquiry, 
whether they were alfo troubled by fanatics, as was the 
cafe ia ‘Germany ? he replied, ‘* No: but there are others, 
‘S and ewen fome of our own people, whe have returned 
“ from univerfities ; for thefe are fo deGrous ef amending our 
‘< unity, that, under the pretence of gofpel-liberty, they aim 
‘© atan abolition of difcipline.” The Brethren being apprehens 
five, and finding even by experience, that the youth would, 
at foreign academies, together -with the ufeful {ciences, legra 
many unprofitable things, and imtroduce them into the con- 

gregations, 
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grepations, to the corruption of ‘their fimple doctring and 
manners ; they refolved, at the fynod of Bunzlau in 1584, te 
found {cbhoolg, among themfelves, and particularly to efta- 
hlith feminaries at Bunzlau, Przerow, and Evanziz in Moe 
ravia; whereas hitherto each bifhop and minifter had a few 
young men committed to him, to train them up as Acoluths, 
In the laft place, fo early as the year 1575, profeflor E/ron 
Ruediger at Wittenberg, had read, by way of lectures, a 
commentary upon the pfalms ; which was by the moft leafh- 
ed men of thofe days deemed preferable to any then extent. 
The renowned Dr. Amandus Polanus alfo repairing to them, 
taught their youth ; even though they acquainted him be- 
forehand, that their poverty would not admit of allowing 
their profeffors any ftated ftipends. 


§ 38. 


In the mean time, the adverfaries had, through the infix 
gation of Foachim of Neuhaus, chancellor of Bohemia, in 
1565 procured an edi& from the emperor againft the Bree 
thren ; which, however, was loft, when the chancellor, on 
his return, fell, with the bridge, into the Danube, and was 
drowned. Thus the Brethren remained without moleftas 
tion; but could not obtain liberty for the public exercife 
of their religion, till in 1575, by the defire of Maxinai- 
lian I, they, in conjunction with the Mafters of Prague, 
(for fo the Calixtines were termed) and with ehe Luthe- 
sans, prefented their common confeffion; which, having 
been fent to the theological faculty at Wittenberg, met with 
their very high approbation. Indeed, at the demife of the 
emperor, the edict of Uladiflaus againft the Picards, men- 
tioned §°18, was confirmed by his fon and fucceflor Ry- 
dolpb TI. in 1602. But the patrons of the Brethren having 
protefied againtt it, and fhown, they were no fuch kind of 

people 
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ople as had been there defcribed, it was, ngt Put inte 

tin.” fe 1 is related. of this occafign, that the em- 
moa Having, ‘immediately after, received the news of 
the Purk# taking Stubl-Weiffenburg*, declared, as T looked 
for fonie fuch blow, ever fince’ I began to ate domi- 
ét’wion gver the confciences of men, which belongs to 
* God.” 


§ 39. 


At length, in 1609, it came fo far, that the emperor. 

dolph Ul, by an imperial edict +, ratified, both for hime 

f,and his fucceffors, to the ftates who held the facraa 
ment in both kinds, (amongft whom the Brethren alfo were 
comprehended) the free exercife of religion, which they 
had obtained under Maximilian. He granted them, at the 
fame time, the privilege of ere&ting new churches, and of 
chufing for themfelves, out of the nobles who compofed the 
ftates, patrons, or advocates of the church, to maintain 
their rights. It was likewife committed to them, together 
with the univerfity of Prague, to reform the under-confif- 
tory, which had been promifed them before. This confif- 
tory was, accordingly, compofed of three Calixtines,, three 
Brethren, and three Lutherans, together with three profef- 
fors of the unrverfity. Some Proteftants, indeed, would 
have had the Brethren excluded from the free exercife 
of religion, on account of their peculiar church-difciplines 
But, upon the reprefentation of the fates, that. they neither 
would, nor could, fet afide a congregation which they had 
nelther eftablithed nor maintaiged, and which, aswell as: 
they, had laboured in the vineyard, of the Lord ;the Bretheda: 


if wi ihe, Regatie thea the chief city. in Hungary. :> GgtOsinds* 
“8 120, he Editor.) 
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Were tit only inchuded in the grant of 2 fire religious exers 
cife.; fut even one of their bifhops was joined to the admis 
niftager of the confiftory, who was a Calixtine, as his 
next colleague: Which regulation was to continue 2s long 
as the difference of church-ordet and difcipline fhould 
fubfift. Moreover, the Bethlehem-church at Prague, in 
which Hu/s had begun to preach the gofpel, (§ 5.) was 
delivered into their hands. And as it was not fpacious 
enough, they obtained the jaberty of ereCting another church 
for both Germans and Bohemians. Hereupon the imperial 
edi& was publifhed with great joy and exultation, and ring» 
ing all the bells, but, alas, not without a finful triumph 
over their enemies; and after a fermon preached on the oce 
cafion, the Ze Deura was fung. 


§ 40. 


« Bur, ah!” (writes Comenius out of the Hiftory of the 
Bohemian perfecution) ‘* together with the free exetcife of 
“< religion, the liberty of the fefh began gradually to ap- 
“© pear; and good difcipline was loft even among thofe who 
“* had before ftrenuoufly maintained it. This liberty, there- 
‘© fore, which was attended with a carnal fecurity, vate 
“ difpleafing to all the pious; for they apprehended ba 
<¢ confequences from it.” It feems that the Brethren, who 
were expected, on occafion of this union, to Jay afide their 
particular church-order and difcipline, had, to gratify their 
wellwifhers among the other parties, made fome abatement 
in it; that, in hopes they wodild at length give it up altos 
gether, ‘the glorious privileges obtained of the emperor 

were extended to them likewife ; and that they, accordingly, 
had, by degrees, zewommodated themfelves to che multitude, 
becoming conformed tc the world, and, to avoid the lofs of 
their outward ‘eafe and profperity, reckoned many pointe, 
formerly efteemed neceffary, as non-effentials, and departed 

F from 
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foam :.their primitive purity and. asia’ if, they’ were wot 
even.entangied in many actual tran{grefions : infomych = 
at:the complete overthrow of the Bohemian church-li 

they were not exempted from feeling thofe evils in tair ut 
welt rigour, which cannot altogether be called, fufferi crings 
for Chrift’s fake. 


§ 41. 


For, upon the death of the emperor Rudolph in 1612, 
when the refolutions of the council of Trent were to be put 
in execution againit the Proteftants, and the beginning was 
ta be made with the Bohemians; thefe were, through incef» 
fant vexations and mortifications*, againft which no impe- 
rial edi€t, nor any reprefentation, were of avail to prote@ 
them, driven to impatience, refiftance by force of arms, and 
at laft to a renunciation of obedience to their new king Fer 
dinand 11; to throw the imperial counfellors down headlong 
out of the windows of the caftle, and to chufe the elector 
Palatine Frederic for their king. But, after the unfortunate 
battle on the Werffenberg near Prague in 1620, they were 
partly taken prifoners, and partly obliged to go into exile 
with him. Certain of them, having, by a diflembled offer 
of pardon, been allured to come again into the country, 
dere put in prifon, and, as rebels, fome of them condemned 
to perpetual imprifonment, and fome to death. On the 
aift of Tune 1621, feven-and-twenty of the principal lords 
and defenders of the Proteftants were beheaded. Hereupon 
enfued the coercive reformation. Firft of all, the Anabap- 
tifts in Moravia, who had forty-five colleges, in each of 
which lodged between fome hundreds and a thoufand pes- 
fons, were banifhed, They thus efcaped a greater evil, which 


* The political grounds aod occafion of them may be read at 
large in the Hiflory of the Bohemign perfecutions, c. xli, sage- 
ther with the coercive reformation of the kingdoms of Bohentia 
and Moravia, from c. xlv—cv, 
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cerwpits.tefel the reft. ‘T'o avajd, in the beginning, the 
sapeatance. dapeatance of a religious perfecution, left the neighbouriag 
4 night be alarmed ; they were, by plunderings, incef- 
fant PRortions of. money, at times even by a variety of tor- 
turez, and by exegutions, driven to the extremity, that many 
either fell away, or quitted the country, leaving all they. had 
behind them. But as it was found that thus the end was 
not anfwered, and that the land would rather be ftripped of 
its inhabitants; the minifters were banihhed, firft of all, from. 
Prague, and the free cities, which now were deprived of their 
liberty, and, at laft, in 1624, out of the whole countrf. 
Many hid themfelves in mountains and caves, and vifited 
their corgregations fecretly. But, being traced out and 
detected, fome of them were put to death, and others expelled 
the country. This befel not only fuch of the ftates and 
cities, as had joined tn the war; whom, as it was firft pre 
tended, they would chaftife merely on account of rebellion : 
but as their enemies had to fear no oppofition, on account 
of the good fuccefs of the arms of the emperor in the well- 
known war which lafted thuty ycars, all who would not 
abjure their religion were bantfhed. Baron Charles Sche- 
rotin, vice-margrave of Moravia, who had twenty-four mi- 
nifters of the Unity of the Brethren upon his eftates, endea~ 
voured, indggd, to prevent the profcription, by repreienting 
to the imperial court, that this mandate had no reference to 
him and his fubjects, as they had continued in their loyalty to 
the emperor. But he cffected nothing ; and, as he continued 
to conceal the bifhops and fonic of the minifters of the Brethrens 
he was atlaft forced to quitthe country with them. He went 
to Breflaw, where he died in 16 36, leaving his‘library, which 
he had ¢olle@ted at a vaft expence, to the church of St. Mary 
Magdalene. To fill up the places of the minifférs in thé 
defolated cangregations, for the moft part, illiserate and i igs 
“norane” eins, and, partly, notorionfly, wicked theh were 
fet over them as paftors, When thefe conte: effect nothing, 
a commiffion for reformation was appointed, who, by trea- 
F 2 chery 
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ebety and outrage, were to draw the Proteftants into a re- 
cantation: and ¢lad they were, if, upon an affurance given 
them, that they might believe in their hearts what My 
pleafed, they could induce fome to recant; but others they 
compelled by all manner of vexations. But, as many no- 
blemen remained immovable, and fuppoited the common 
people with the hopes of reganing their liberty ; the whole 
body of the Proteftant nobility, having been firft drained in 
a great meafure of their fubftance, and ftripped of their 
eftates, were banifhed the country in 1627. Many hundred 
noble and other reputable families of citizens took their re- 
fuge in Vogtland, Mifnia, Lufatia, Silefa, the margraviate 
of Brandenburg, Poland, Pruffia, Hungary, Tranfilvania, the 
Empire, and the Netherlands, The common people were 
firictly watched, to prevent their following them. They 
were now ftill more prefied, by a variety of mcthods, to 
embrace a religion, which they could not agree with in 
their hearts; or rather, only to join in the practice of cer- 
tain outwasd ufages and forms. And yet, notwithftanding 
all this, many thoufands found an opportunity of following 
their minifters into exile, 


§ 42. 


Amonc the minifters of the Brethren driven out of Mo- 
ravia; John Amos, called Comenius, from Komenfky, the place 
of his nativity, is moft known; of whofe remarkable life, 
notwithftanding the brevity of this work, ] muft relate fome 
few particulars; becaufe it throws fome light upon the ftate 
of the Brethren during their exile, which is otherwife al- 
moft totally unknown. 

He was born at Komna in Moravia on the 28th of March 
1592; profteuted his ftudies at Hlerborn and Heidelberg ; 
and in 1616 became head-mafter of the {chool at Przerow, 
which he made a kind of cullege, being an eminent fchool- 
man. In the year 1616 he was ordained, and in 1618 

appointed 
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appointed ahinifter at Fulnré in Moravia, He,-at the farhe 
time, te0k apon him the direction of the {chool. In the war 
Which breke out foon after, Fulnex was taken by the Spa 
itidtds; and his excellent library plundered. When in £624 
all the mirifters were banifhed the country, he fojourned 
for atime in the manfion-houfe of Baron George Sadww/ky 
ae Siaupna, in the Bohemian mountains, fiom whence he 
vifited tis orphan congregation, and on their behalf in 1626 
undertook a deputation into Poland. But when in 1627 
even the Proteftant nobility were forced to leave the country, 
he, being no longer fafe in his retreat, emigrated with part of 
fis congregation through Silefia into Poland. Being arrived 
at the mountains on the confines, he, cafting once more en 
eye towards Moravia and Bohemia, fell with his Brethren 
upon his knees, and with many tears prayed to God, that 
he would not quite remove his gofpel from Moravia and 
Bohemia, but ftill referve to himfelf a feed *, And this 
prayer was heard. ‘They directed their way towards Liffa, 
where he laboured in the {chool, and in 1631 publifhed his 
Fanua Linguarum referata, which has been tranflated into 
twelve European, and even into fome of the Afiatic lan- 
guages. He was under engagements to go to Sweden, England, 
and Tranfilvania, in order to regulate the fKhonls, In the 
intervals he refided moftly at Elbing and Lifla, employme 
himfelf in ftilnefs upon his grand panfophic work, being 
an encyclopedia of all fciences. But having, at the fire of 
Liffa in 1656, loft almoft all his books, he repaired to 
Francfort on the Oder, from thence to Hamburg, and at 
laft, in the fame year, to Amfterdam, where he became a pri- 
Wate tutor to the children of fome merchants; and printed 
his Opera Didaética. At a fynod held at Liffa in 1632, whe 
was confecrated bifhop of the difperfed Brethren from ,Bohe- 
hemja and Moravia; and was use fenior bifhop of the Bre- 


* See the infcription in the ball of the Bohemian church- 
fleeple at Berlin 1736. Adta hiftorico-ecclefiaftica, p.'x. pi 58s, 
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thréh, dr plefident of the fynod, from 1648 ti? 1641; wien, 
orithe’' sth of Odtober, being in the 8oth year of his agg 
he ¢hded his toilfome pilgrimage and exile. As to f- 
terity, “fo ‘much is come to our knowledge, that his fon 
David died at Amfferdam, minifter of the Bohemian exilés. 
His daughter Elizabeth was married to Petrus Figulus, com- 
thonly called Fablenfey, whom, in his eighth year, Comt- 
hius brought with him out of Moravia. Thefe were the pa- 
rents of Daniel Erne/? Fablenfky, a man much celebrated in 
the fmoderh hrftory of the Brethren. H+ was principal 
chaplain to his mayefty the king of Pruffia, and f{cnior pre- 
fident of the Unity in Poland. 


§ 43. 


ComMENIvs, on his many travels, took al! pofible pains ta 
reflore the oppreffed church of the Brethren in Bohemia 
and Moravia; nor did he ever give up his hopes of feeing 
it effeGted, as Jong as the war of thirty vears continued. In 
this view he addrefled the Proteftant princes, and efpecially 
the Enelifh nation, when in 1641 he had been invited into 
England for the improvement of the fchools. His abnlities 
and labour in the {chools in England are wel! known to the 
lextned ; and his affeGtion for the Englith nation and for 
the church of England, is evidently feen in: his book, 4x 
Exchortation of the Churches of Bohemia to the Church of England; 
&c. His fidelity towards his. Brethren, and the defirerof 
feeing the Unity reftored tn their own country, mifled him 
and other pious teachers t0 fix their eyes upon thé help of 
man; infomuth that, upon every fuccefsful battle durin’ 
the ‘war of thirty years, they Cottceived frefh tdpes, whichy 
However, in the upfhot proved sain. Buf meoéft of dif He 
expofed his weaknefs, when he fuffered himfelf to be per- 
fuaded’ to'give credit to the prophecies which were in thet} 
days tirculated concerning the fall of the Antichrift,: and 

of 
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of the houle of Auftsia, and concerning the reftoration of 
king Frederic, and of church-liberty in Bohemia. He even 
rectssmended thefe prophecies to others, againtt the advice 
of many of his Brethren and colleagues. Being on hig tra- 
vels in 1626, as deputy from Moravia to Poland, he was 
made acquainted at Goerkz, by a young baron de Scherotins 
who came from Moravia, with the vifions of Chriflopher 
Kotter, a tanner of Sprottau in Silefia; who had received 
them as early as 1616, and in 1620 difclofed them to king 
Frederic, TThefe vifious were, at the command of the elec- 
tor of Brandenburg, examined by divines, and by many 
looked upon as of God. Comenius hefitated in the begin- 
ning to give credit to them; but was perfuaded by the mi- 
nifter of Sprottau, and ftill farther confirmed in the belief 
of them by fome divines in Brandenburg, He tranflated 
thefe prophecies, and had them printed at Pirna. Some 
minifters of the Brethren oppofed it, reprefenting that fuch 
prophecies mifled men from the word of God into human 
imaginations ; and that they would expofc the difperfed Bre- 
thren to ftil] greater mifery and diftrefs, and even to danger 
of their lives. But all this could not reftrain him from car- 
rying them over to Holland tu the elector Frederic, whom 
the Bohemians had chofen to be their king, ($ 41.) who 
wifhed to fee them; and to prefent them to him, with aa 
addrefs, in which he, indced, did not maintain that they 
were of divine origin, yet advifed attention to them. ' Upon 
his return into Bohemia, he took Kotter with him. But 
this man was in 1627 taken prifoner, and ban:fhed the 
country, 

Soon after, Chrifina, who was afterwards his fofter- 
daughter, of the. noble Polifh family of Pomatowfky, had 
jaf fuch revelations ; which the went fo far as to prefent to 

imperial genexal Vallenftein. The minifters of the Bre- 
thren in Poland. were divided on this head,. The majority 
rejected, and: warned others againft them. The praphetefs 
herfelf, was, foon after delivered from her vifions, dying in 


Fo4 1644, 


wg Ancrendsdetone of tieBermaneny Part lV, 


1844), having. (pent twelve years in the matrimonial Hate, 
with the e' conbithop Danie M Vetter. 

dn; the. mean time, Nucolaus Drabicius, 2 minifter -. the 
Brethren expelled Moravia, had, at Ledn:z, in, Hungary, 
where he dealt in cloth, vifions of armies coming from the 

orth and from the Eaft, and brought prince Sigifmund 

agoixy in Tranfilvania a a divine mandate to overthrow the, 
houfe of Auftria and the Pope. Now, though this prince 
did not enter into it, and died foon after; yet his friends 
conceived frefh hopes, upon his fon Gesrge's inroad into 
Poland, and upon the death of the emperor, and king of 
Bohemia, Ferdinand 11. However, this hope alfo proved 
abortive. Poor Drabicius was taken up, and, after his right. 
hand had been cut off, burnt, together with his prophecies. 
Comenius was perfuaded to receive the fancies of Drabicius 
as truth, and had them printed, together with Ketter’s and 
Poniatovia’s prophecies, under the title of Lux in Tenebris. 


§ 44. 


Tris, doubtlefs, was a fruitlefs, and withal, a canger~ 
ous and hurtful work; which he himfelf berioaed in his 
latt book, Unum Neceffarium, (The One Thing Needful) 
written in 1668, in the 77th year of his age. Far more 
profitable was it for his Brethren and for fie: publi¢, when 
in 1649 he made an extract of a book written by Joannes 
Lafitius, a Polifh nobleman of the Swifs confeffion, whe, 
on his travels, became in 1570 intimately acquainted with 
the ‘Brethren in Boh« mia, under the title, Hiforra de Origine 
ed the fis Fratrum Bosenoruns Comemius had 7 it printed, togee 
ther with ¢l.< entire eighth book, De Moribus et Inflitutis Fra- 
trum. In the preface and concisfion he added an exhogta» 
font td teturn t tq-the firlt ‘love and zeal of their fathers. 

All hopes of the renewal of the church intits own country 
being vanifhed ; Comenius believed, that with ‘him, as the laft 


bifhop, 
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bifhop, the Bobemi and Moravian church of the Br 
would be"extingt. “He, thetetore,, endeavoured to eI 
tite memory and bleflednefs_of it, in a threefold ade. 
He repudlithed the church-difcipline and order ‘oF’ the ' Bre. 
thren, ‘(Ratio D Difcipline Ordinifque ecele sfiaftici i in Unitate Fra. 
trium Bohemorum,) as it had been drawn up in 1616 at a 
fynod at Scherawiz in Moravia, figned by all the’ vithops 
and minifters, and in 1632 printed at the fynod | of Lilt; 
to which he annexed a compendious church- -hiftory ' of th 
Brethren taken from Lafitius, and his own fentiments ‘con= 
cerning a general reformation. He dedicated this book, ag, 
his Jaft will and teftament, and asa legacy of great morhenit, 
to the church of England, to ufe it according to their own’ 
pleafure, and preferve it, as a depofite, for the pofterity of 
the Brethren: ¢ fhould God” (fo he writes § 13 of the 
Dedicatory Addrefs*) ** produce, even out of thefe concuf- 
“S fions, that which is better, than we all can think: ‘to 
‘© wit, (as he hath promifed) that the gofpel may at lait 
¢ pafs away from fharply chaftifed Chriftendome to the 
other nations of the world: that fo (as it was long ago) 
‘ our ftumbling may be the enriching of the world, and 
‘our diminifhing, the riches of the Genules. Rom. 
“¢ xi. 32. 

é¢ The confideration” (fays he § 14.) °° of this, fo mutch 
“¢ to be admired, eternal providence, doth gently allay the 
© grief which I have taken by reafon of the ruine of the 
“¢ church of my native countrey; of the government of 
© which (fo long as fhe kept her ftation) the laws are here 
8 defcribed, and fet forth in view. Even my felf, alas f 
** being the very laft fuperintendent t+ of all, am fain 
“© (obliged) before your eyes, O churches ! to thut the door 
¢ after me. &c. 


eo fm 
ral 


~* 
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¥ Thefe are the words of the Englith edition of the. yang 8 
tiein of the Ghurcioes of Bohemia to the Church of England, &c. (See 
the-Hdétor’s Preface.) 


4 Brefident of the fynod. 
£6 But 
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* Bat yet, would not (§ 16. ) have thefe things to he fo 

* taken, as if, in my folitude,’ and by my departure hence., 
J feared or foretold the final end of the ¢hurch in- my 
 Gountrey. I know thatthe Church, being founted upon 
* the Rock of eternity, can not fail, viz. the Catholick. 
* And yet examples teftifie, that particular churches ate 
 fometimes overthrown by the hand cf an angry God, 
“ ‘that, according to his good pleafure, others may be planted, 
£© or elfe the fame otherwife. 

“© This I (§ 17.) with full truft expedting from the ever- 
« lafting Goodnefs, (if, notwithftanding, God fhould call 
“me to depart out of this life, without prefent comfort, 
<¢ yet) will fay with the laft of thofe feven Maccabean Bre- 
“¢ thren martyrs, Let the anger of the Omnipotent, which is 
© come upon our generation for our fins, reft upon me (or, ceale 
¢¢ in me) and my brethren. 2 Mac, vii. 38. 

S* But to you, (§ 20.) Friends*, (after the example of 
our eternal Mafter +) we commend our well-beloved Mo- 
é¢ ther, the Church. Take you now the care hereof sn our 
* rooms, whatever it thal! pleafe God to do unto her, whe- 
‘© ther to reftore her amongft us, or, when fhe is deceafed at 
*¢ home, to raife her tolife elfewhere. You have juft caufe 
<¢ indeed to love her, even when dead, who, whileft yet live 
<¢ ing, went before you in her good examples of faith and 
‘© patience, even now unto the third generation. 

, © God himfelf, (§ 21.) when he took away and laid 
“¢ wafte his people’s land, city, temple, becaufe of their 
*¢ unthankefulnefs for bis bleffings, he would ftill have 
«* the bafis of the altar to be left in its place, upon which, 

‘© after ages, (when they fhould be returned to themfelvea 
“and to God) they might build again. Ezra lll. 3. If 
“then, by the grace of God, there hath been found in 
“© ys (as wife men and godly have fometimes thought) py 


* The Chath of England. — 


+ John xix. 27. 
© thing 
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et thing true, any thirig honourable, any thing juft, any thin 
€f pure, any thing to be loved, and of good report, and i 3 
¢¢ ‘anys virtue, and any praife; care muft be taken, that it 
«* may not dye with us, when we dye: and, at leaft, that 
«6 the very foundations be not buried in the rubbith of pre- 
* fent runes, fo, that the generation to come fhould no€ 
© be able to tell where to finde them. And indeed; this 
“© care is taken, and provifion is made on this behalf,’ by 
“© this our truft entrufted in your hands.” 

Thus far Comenius, 

This excellent depofite the late Dr: Buddeus endeavoured 
to make ufe of for the benefit of the Lutheran church, and 
in 1702 publifhed it with a preface, in which he commends 
the difcipline of the Bohemian Brethren, as, it deferves, pro-~ 
pofing it to the Lutheran churches as a pattern for imita- 
tion. It was afterwards, together with the Bohemian con 
feffion, tranflated into German, and printed at Schwabach 


in 1739. 
$ 45 


Tue fecond thing Comenius did for the prefervation of the 
difperfed Bohemian and Moravian Brethren’s church, was the 
confecration of a bifhop im fpem contra fpem, in hope again 
hope. Upon the demife of Martinus Gertichius, aPelith bifhep, 
in 1657, his colleague, Fobn Bustiner, wrote to Comenius, 
as prefident of the fynod, that he would be pleafed to con- 
fider about fucceffors, left, after the deceafe of them both, 
the order of bifhops, which had now continued two hundred 
years, might ceafe. It was not eafy, at firft, to meet with 
{wbjeéts properly qualified for the purpofe. At length, the 
choice fell upen Nicolaus Gertichius, court-chaplain to the 
_duwiet of Léevriz, for the congregations in Poland; and up- 
ovMerrus Figuius, from Fablonne, or Gab in Bohenatia, 
his native place, called ‘Fablonfky; who, as a child, emi- 


grated with Comenius, and was now his fon-in-law. This 
3 Jak 
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lathweas.. gegned-for the Brethren ‘difperied in and out of 
Bohemia and Moravia.’ Pheir confecration’ was performed at, 
thefyiod of Bfielencayn in 1662. As Comenius, or at- 
count of hig advanced age, could not appear'in péffon, he 
Yent Daniel Vetter, his confenior, to it; giving him a full 
power and a confecration in writing, according to the cuf- 
tom ef the primitive church, when, in times of trouble and 
pérfecution, two or more bifhops could not meet to confe- 
crate anew bifhop, Peter “fablonfey was intended to be Co- 
menius’s fucceffor for the Bohemian church: but he died 
before him in 1670. His fon Daniel Ernef? Fablonfky fuc-: 
ceeded him in 1699, obtaining, at the fame time, the fuper- 
iritendency of the Bohemian Brethren out of Poland. And 
this is the very perfon, who again tranfmitted the depofite of 
the epifcopal ordination to the Brethren, who lately emi- 
grated from Bohemia and Moravia, as will be related in its 
lace. 

The third thing Comenius did far the Brethren remaining 
in Bohemia and Moravia, was the publication of 2 cate- 
chifm, which was printed at Am/ferdam in 1661, with a de- 
dication ‘* To all the godly Sheep of Chrift, difperfed here 
‘© and there, efpecially to thofe of Fuluek, Gerfdorf, Gian- 
* dorf, Klitte, Kunewalde, Stachewalde, Sestendarf, and 
© Zauchtenthal*®.” And from every one of thefe villages 
Brethren are come to Herrnhut. The dedication begins 
with thefe words: ‘* Grace and peace from God through 
«© the fandtification of the Spirit, and the fprinkling of the 
© blood of Chrift, &c.” and concludes with the following 
words, ‘* May the God of all grace grant you, to be 
«© ftrengthened with might by his Spirit in the tner man, 
“© for the caufe of Chrift, to continue inftant in prayer, ta 
4 remain free from fin, to hold out amid erials and af- 


* Thefe names were then expretied only by the initial letters, 

ben ute shefe sowns and villages were the principal retiteqmpunts 

C area i in Moravia See 4&0 Fratrem Unitatis 22 whe- 
wa Appendix, p. 10. 
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Ss ictions, to the praife of hie name, and te your,.ctm 
‘© esernal-eftablifhment for his kingdom.” 

Of-his other writings I will make no farther mention): 
only let ge obferve, that, in the lift of them, these, is came 
monly forgotten his Adanuale Biblicum, or, Marresu'efalt 
the Holy Scripture, being an extract of the Bible; which 
was compofed by him in the Bohemian language in 2658, 
to fupply the defect of bibles, which were taken away Gom 
the Brethren, 


§ 46. 


Now I will proceed to fhow the fucceffion of the Bohe- 
mian, Moravian, and Polifh bifhops of the Unity of the 
Brethren, from 1467 to his time, taken from Adrian Regenvol- 
feius’s Syftema Ecclefarum Slavonicarum, (lib. iii, cap. x.) 
and will add the continuation of it to our own time from 
Fablonfky’s Letter to the Archlifbop of Canterbury, as well as 
from other records. 


1467. By Srepuen, bifhop of the Waldenfes in Au- 

ftria, were confecrated 

1. MicHAEL Brapacius of Zamberg, Prefident *, 

2. N.N. an ancient minifter of the Waldenfes, 

3. N.N. one who had been ordained a prieft in the 
church of Rome. 

In the fame year thefe three confecrated 

4. Marrurias Convatpensis +, Prefident, 

5. Procopius, bachelor of divinity, Prefident 27 
years. 


* The prefident was the eldeft bifhop in refpeé to confecra- 
tion, and the firft among the other bifhops; who, 23 long as 
he lived, prefided at the fynods. 

of: The greateft part of the fircames of the bifhops are derived 
ne places of their refpeAive nativity. Convalifiags, fiom 

unswelde. near Isitiv, Bat fome of them are family-names, 
Maritaus Sxkoda, 


1457. 
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1467. 6 Tromas Prarauzivs, Prefident 11 years, 
fle, ‘having, thortly before his death in 1518, 
heard of Luther’s labour, prayed for the bleff 
ing of God upon it. 

1499. 7. Elras Chrzenovius. He had before vifited the 
Brethren, who were in exile in Maldavia. 

8. Lucas PeaGcensis, bachelo- of divinity, Pre- 
fident 10 years. He had been a deputy in 
Greece, and afterwards in France and Italy. 
He compiled the firft colleétion of hymns. 
g: Ambrofius Magnus, Skutecenjis. 
1516. 10. Martinus SzKopa, Prefident 5 years. 
152g. tts Wenceflaus Albus, of Branders. 
12. Andreas Ciclovius. 
13. Joannes Cornu, or Horn, Prefident 15 years. 
Having been fent as deputy to Luther in 
4522 and 1542, he got the hymn-bock of 
the Brethren printed in German at Nuern- 
berg. 

1532. 14. Benediétus Bavorinius, of noble extraction. Lu- 
ther and Melanchton correfponded with him. 

15. Vitus Michalecius, bachelor of divinity. 

16. Joannes Aucusta, Prefident 25 years. He 
was a deputy fent to Luther in 1536, 1540, 
and 1542. He correfponded with Luther, 
and was, on that account, imprifoned 16 
years. He afterwards yifited the congregations 
in Great Poland, and left feveral Bohemian 
writings behind him. 

1637. 17. Martinus Michalectus. 

18. Matthias Sionus. He emigrated into Pruffia, 

355% 39+ ‘Foannes Nigrinus, or Czerny. 

20. Matthias Erythreus, or Czerventa, a deputy 
to Bucer, notary and hiftoriographer. 

1557) 23. GeorGius IsrakL, Prefident 16 years. Fie 
was fent as deputy to Luther. In 1548 he 


€On- 


1557: 


1560. 


1577 


1587. 


Jpn 
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conducted the exiles into Pruffia; founded 
many churches in Great Poland; fent in 
1586 a deputation to the theological faculty 
at Wittenberg, and left behind him a Hiftory 
of the origin of the Polifh-charch. He was 
firft fenior of the Unity in Poland. 

22. ‘feannes Blahoflaus. He profecuted his ftudies 
under Trotzendorf at Goldberg, at Witten- 
berg, Koenigfberg, and Bafil. He tranflated 
the New Teftament, wrote an Hiftory of the 
Unity, and the Lives of the principal Mi« 
nifters. 

23. Andreas Stephanus. He left behind him Ser- 
mons upon the Apoftles’ Creed. 

24. JOANNES CALePH, Prefident 6 months. A 
{trenuous maintainer of church-difciphne. 

25. ‘foannes Laurentius, fenior in Poland; a difci- 
ple of Trotzendorf and Luther. He vifited 
the congregations in Pruffia, and in 1568 
the ftudents at Wittenberg, 

26. ZACHARIAS LIToMIsLensis, Prefident 2 
years. 

27. JoanNnges JENEAS, A. M, Prefident 4 years. 

28. ‘foannes Abdias. 

2g. Simon THeEopuitus Turnovius, Prefident 
14 years; fenior in Poland. He profecuted 
his ftudies at Cofmimtec and Wittenberg, 
affifted in quality of a deacon in 1570 to bring 
to a conclufion the Agreement of Sendomir, 
By his help, Foannes Lafitius wrote his eight 
books De Ortgine et Geflis Fratrum Boheme- 
rum. He was a man of great learning, ef{pe- 
cially in languages. His common faying 
was, “‘ Come, Lord Jefus ! come quickly !” 

30. Foannes Ephraim, who ftudied at Heidelberg, 

38. Paulus Feffenius. 


1594. 
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1627. 


4629. 
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1623. 


33: Joannes Niemcnanins. 

24. Samuel Suffistus. 

35- Zacharias Ariffon. 

36. Barthelomaus Niemezaniusy, 

37- Joannes Lawnecius, Prefident 15 years. 

38. Foannes Cruciger. 

39. Matthias Rybinius, fenior'in-Poland. He tranf< 
Jated the pfalms into Polifh verfe, for the ufe 
of the churches. 

40. Martinus GraTianus GERTICHIUS, fe 
nior in Poland. Prefident 3 years. He 
fludied at Wittenberg. 

at. Mattheus Kaneczny. 

42. Matthias Cyrus, the firtt affeffor of the confi- 
ftory at Prague. 

43. Joanngs Turnovius, D.D. fenior in Po- 
land, Prefident 30 days. 

44. Grecorrus Exastus, Prefident 14 years. 

45: Foannes Cyrillus, afieflor of the confiftory at 
Prague. 

46. Daniel Micolajevius. He was received from the 
Swifs confeffion into the Unity, and confe- 
ciated bifhop in Poland. 

47> Paulus Paliurus of Moravia, fenior in Poland, 
He tranflated the Bible isto Polith. 

48. Laeurentius Fuflinus, PreGident § years, 

49. Matthias Procopius. 

sq, Joannes Amos Comenius, Prefident 23 

~ Years. 

51. Paulus. Fabricius, alleflor of the confiftory at 
Prague. He went into exile te Mifaia; and 

tbecame at Liffa fenior of the difperfed. Mo 
ravian Brethren. 

52. Martinus Orminius. He and all the following 
were feniors in Poland, 
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Mare, “5% Fomene-Rydinins. He waa profent at the (goed 
of Dortin 1618. 
1044. 54. Martinus Gertichius. 
55- Joannes Bytinerns. 
Thus far Regenvoljcius. 


Now follow the remainder of the Bithops of the Unity ig. 
Poland, taken from Fablonfey’s Letter to Dr. Wake, agche 
bifhop of Canterbary, 1717 *. 


1062. 56, Nicolaus Gettichtus, court-chaplain to the duke 
of Liegniz, confecrated at the fynod of 
Mielenczyn for the Polifh Unity by Byttner, 
with the written confent and bleffing of old 
Comenius. | 

§7- Petrus Figulus, furnamed Fablonfky, from the 

place of his nativity, Gabel in Bohemia; 
Cumenius’s fon-in-law. He was confecrated 
for the Bohemian branch, ia Spem contia 
Spem ; that 1s, in cafe, contrary to all ex. 
pectation, the church in Bohemia and Mo. 
ravia fhould be reftored. 

1673. 58. Adam Samuel Hartmann, coufecrated at the fynod 
of Liffa, Odtober 28th. 

1696. 59. Feannes Zugeboor, in St. Peter and Paul's church 
at Dantaick, Auguft 13th. 

1692. bo. Frachim Gulich, at the fynod of Lif, Juae 
26th. 


2699.” 61. Daniel Erneft Fablonfky, fon of Peter, chaplain 
in ordinary at the court of Berlin, at the 


fynod of Liffla, March roth. 
Sit Ga, Faannes Facobides. 
roi. 63 Selemon Opitz, at the fynod of Zuelchow, 
July cath. 
* See Affa Fratrum Unitdtis sn Anpha, Resort Se p. 5 and 6. 
ktem, Chancelior Pfaff’: Difertatro de Succofione Epsfeopais. 
G 
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1412." 64. Devtd Cefies; at the general fynod of Thoriy 
November 4th. 
Upon thefe ftilf follow 

65. Paulus Cajfius, brother of the foregoim§, confe- 
crated on the 31ft of October 712, co-bifhop; 
and on the 26th of February 1725, bifhop, at 
Francfort on the Oder. 

66. Chriftranus Sitkevius, confecrated con-fenior, on 
the 6th of May 1732, at the fynod of Liffa, and 
in §734, fenior, at Francfort on the Oder. 

67. David Nit{chmann, confecrated in 1735 by 
Jabloniky at Berlin, bifhop of the Moravian 
Brethren, &c. 


§ 47. 


ConcERNING the ftate of the Proteftant Bohemians, who 
partly fled from, and partly remained 1n, their own country, 
we can, for want of fufficient records, fay but little with 
any certainty. However, we may form fome idea of it 
from Comenius’s preface and conclufion to Latfitius’s eighth 
book of the Hiftory of the Brethren. As long as the war 
of thirty years, which began in Bohemia, continued, they 
eritertained fome hopes of regaining the free exercife of their 
religion. But when alf thefe hopes were expired at the 
peace of Weftphalia, and the perfecution broke out afrefh 
with ftill greater feverity; they were then fill more intent 
upon emigrating into other countries; in which alfo mahy 
hundreds fucceeded, notwithftanding all the ebitructions 
laid in their way. Many of them went into Silefia, where 
they were received, particularly, by the Proteftant princes at 
‘Brieg. Still greater numbers, efpecially of the Brethren, 
retired into Poland and Pruffia. Moft of them went into 
Saxony and Upper Lufatia, where they, in part, were foft 
among the reft of the inhabitants ; which was alfo the cafe 

of 
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of thofe in the Lrz-Gebirge, in Magtland, and jn Franconia. 
Yet fome of them formed particular congregations, and even 
founded new villages; of which the following ate taken 
netice cf in the Liferia o Cyrkwj Cuefke, (The Hiftory of 
the Bohemian Church,) 1 manufeript, {part I. chapter iii.) 
which has been compiled by fome Lutheran Bohemians at 
Berlin. 

1. At Drefden a Bohemian congregation was begun about 
the year 1670. Samuel Martinius, a Lutheran minifter at 
Prague, came firft with feveral hundred perfons of diftinGion 
to Pirna, from whence the cle€tor took them to Drefden, 
and made them a grant of St. James’s Church *, 

2. At Zittau, in the very beginning of the perfecution, a 
congregation was gathered, which, in the year 1670, al- 
ready amounted to gco fouls. 

3. Neufalz in Mifnia, fo called from lord De Salza, not far 
from the village Spremberg, about nine miles from Herrnhut, 
was alfo built by the Bohemians about the year 1670, and 
foon became a confiderable town. But in procefs of time, 
part of the Bohemians withdrew from thence, and the re~ 
mainder became fo entircly germanized, that, at this day, 
excepting a very few ancient people, none of them under- 
ftand the Bohemian tongue. But yet, their minifter muff, 
according to the old ftatutes, be always a native of Bohemia, 
and preach the fermon at his induction in that Janguage. 


* This Martinus was an adverfary of the Bohemian Brethren, 
and wanted to compel fuch of them as were already come to 
Pirna, to abandon their own cenfeflion and church-order, and to 
join his congregation They defended themfelves againft him by 
an apology. Finding he could avail nothing againft them by 
polemical writings, he went to Drefden; and, by the interpofi- 
tion of the court-chaplain, Dr. Hee of Hobeneé, procured a mane 
date from the eleétor, commandii 9 them either to embrace the 
Lutheran liturgy, or to quit the country. Some complied, but 
others were obliged to go again into exile, and repaired to Liffa 
in Poland ; among whom was Paal Fabritsus, who became after- 
wards a bifhep of the Brethren. 


G2 4. Geb- 
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4: Gebhand@orf, en theiéonfinel-af Behemia,-nat far from 
Greiffenberg in Silelia. 

5+ Etaderfy neat Lauban. Both thefe places have now 
only a Bohemian reader. 

The village of We/pen in the county of Barby, or properly 
Wes Pane, (Herrendorf) was alfo built by the Bohemians ; 
but is now grown fo totally German, that only very few of 
them underftand the Bohemian language. 

Paftor Augufiin Schulz, Bohemian minifter at Berlin and 
Ruekfdorf, in the hiftorical Introd uétion to his Chterch-Books 
fill farther makes mention of Upper and Lower Erdmannfe 
dorfin Upper Lufatia. 

So late as in the prefent century, about the year 1725, 
confiderable colonies of Bohemians were formed at Gro/s 
Henner fdorf aud Gerlach/herm in Upper Lufatia. But they, 
partly in 1732, and partly in 1737, withdrew ayain, and 
fettled at Berlin. 


§ 48. 


t¢ Trenr hac, indeed,” {writes the above-mentioned 
Auguftin S.bulz in the place referred to) ‘* never happened fo 
** large and confpicuous an emigration from Bohemia and 
“© Moravia, at any one time, as that of the Salzburgers 
‘© about the year 17303; which amounted to above thirty— 
“© thoufand fouls. nor could it be, as none compelled the 
s¢ Bohetbian and Moravian lords to fuffer all who chofe it 
‘© to depart with bag and baggage. So far from it, that 
«¢ thefe kept a ftrict watch upon their fubjects, left they 
‘< might lofe them ; and the fubjects themfeives were 
«* not inclined, til forced to it by the greateft diftrefs of 
«© mind, to fcek liberty of confcience with the lofs of all 
s* their property, and expofing their perfons to the greateft 
té dangers. And yet, if we could fum up the whole num- 
ss ber of all thofe who fince 1624, either fingly, or in {mall 
2 ‘* come 


from the Year 1 598 30 16e4, ae 


“§, companies, fled .at different times into many different 
** countries, their number would be, pertraps, two or three 
“$. times, as large as the emigration from Salzburg.” 

To ching the care of fouls” (proceeds Auguftin 
Schulz a| the fame place, c. vin.) “ moft of thele good 
¢ people fell into the hands of bad fhepherds, who were theme 
“* felves unacquainted with the ftate of theirown fouls, They 
were, for the greateft part, fatisfied, if their people lived 1m 
a quiet and honeft manner, a foundation for which had 
been Jaw! in Bohemia, through the terror of their con= 
“¢ fcrences. They were applauded as highly blefled, havingy 
“© with the lofs of every thing, embraced the Proteftant 
“< confeffion. Their pofterity, in a great meafure, are dege- 
‘6 nerated, and have conformed to the manners of thole 
‘¢ among whom they lived. Since the times of the Bohe- 
‘S mian Bréthren, to the year 1720, nothing has been heard 
‘© of any extenflive awakening, and much ijefs of any good 
6 conftitution and care of fouls, among the Buhemians,” 
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§ 49. 


Flow it went with the exiles, defcended fiom the Bre- 

thren’s congregations, Comenius, about the year 1660, in 
the Church-Hrftory of the Bohemian Brethren, § 126, res 
lates briefly thus: 
‘© Thofe, who weie difperfed by thoufands in the neigh- 
bouring kuigdoms, that they might remain faithiul to 
“© God, were either difheartened on account of the hardfhips 
of their exile, and did not perfevere im their ftedfarneis ; 
“ or, through the long continuance of their tribulations, 
decreafed in fuch a manner, that at prefent only a {mall 
‘© remnant of us 28 left.” 

In Poland, indeed, they kept to the congregations of the 
Brethren; but in other countries they did not obtain pcr 
miffion to fetile particular ‘congregations, and to obieive 
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their own order and difcipline. Nor were they very muci 
intent upon it; becaufe they always entertained hopes of 
returning, fome time or other, into their own country, and 
fegaining the liberty they had loft. In the mean yme, they 
loft themfelves more and more among other naiions and 
religions; and had, at length, fo entirely departed from 
that which was true and real among them, which was even 
among their anceftors upon the decline, that at laft the 
Bohemian Brethren were hardly known any more, and few 
of their pofterity recollected their defcent. Neverthelefs, 
God, who bas promifed to deal gractoufly with them that 
love him and keep his commandments, unto th_ thuufandth 
genecation, according to his mercy, held his hand over 
them, and awakened many, not only in Bohemia and Mo- 
rayia, but in every Proteftant country in Germany, Switzer- 
land, Holland, England, Pruffia, Poland, Silefia, Hungary, 
and Tranjilvania, whom he brought to th¢ renewed church 
of the Brethren; and there made ufe of fome of them with 
bleffine ; whofe names azteft it, and who have learned from 
their parents and grand-parents, that they left Bohemia for 
the fake of the Gofpel*. Many fuch families have alfo 
diflinguifhed themfelves, in the places where they dwelt, 
by their peculiar godly walk and education of their children. 
Thefe reyoiced heartily at the renewal of grace in Moravia, 
and wifhed all profperity to the revived church of the 
Brethren. 


* This has been particularly the cafe in Upper Loufatia and in 
Silefia; where, about the time when the awaken began in 
Moravia, a great many, whofe defcent was from Bohema and 
Moravia, and who had been quite lof among the Germans, 
were touched by grace, joined themfelves with che ref to the 
Moravian Brethren, and part of them moved into the congrega~ 
tion-places, or fettlements. 


§ 50. 
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§ 50. 


As to the Proteftants that ftaid behind in Bohemia, fome 
few of them willingly received the doctrinal articles of their 
adverfaries ; and thefe few who did, in order to fhow their 
zeal, became the worft traitors and moft bitter perfecutors 
of the reft. Moft of them, and many more than thofe who 
forfook their own country, profeffid them with thetr mouthe, 
or, at leaft, conformed outwardly to the church-cereme~ 
nies, from fear of death and imprifonment, and out of ‘Jove 
to their poffeffions, though with deep remorfe of conf{cience, 
which impelled many, as foon as they could find an oppor 
tunity, to teftify ther repentance in the prefence of a Pro- 
teftant congregation, and to defire to be reconciled to them. 
Poffibly, moft of them may, by degrees, have become uled 
to this kind of hypoerify; and the children, whom they 
were obliged to educate in the religion of the country, 
grew up ina great meafure in ignorance. But many of 
them hid their Bibles and other Proteftant books very care- 
fully, often from their own hufbands or wives, from thet? 
children and fervants whom they could not truft; read them 
fecretly, and, occafionally, edified their families with thems 
Whenever they travelled into Proteftant countries, they re- 
ceived the holy communion, and brought new books with 
them, notwithitanding the endeavours ufed to prevent itt, 
and the punihment inflicted upon thofe with whom they 
were found, could, from verbal and written accounts of 
Brethren who came out of Moravia and Bohenna, relate 
many things concerning their private meetings, concerning 
the indulgence of their clergy, and the various expedients 
ufed to keep them quiet, and concerning the perfecutions 
and manifold vexations, whereby they endeavoured to bring 
thofe who weie difcovered to a recantation ; had I not fulid 
reafons for paffing them over in filence, 
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Now, although a great rtumber of them fell afleep, and 
all meaiis were ufed totall¥ to extinguith the fparks covered 
with ‘afhes ; yet the Lord ftill Has known how to prefprve a 
multitude of fecret difcrples, and, very sen tea than 
the feven thoufand in the days of Elias; and has made ufe 
of precifcly the fame methods to preferve and propagate the 
truth, by which the adverfaries fought to deftroy 1t and them, 

As long as the Proteftane lords could venture to refide in 
Moravia and Bohemia, whrch continued no longer than the 
year 1628, the rcmaining Proteftants were not without op- 
portunities of edifying themfelves in fellowfhip; for the do- 
meffic tutors of fuch lords were moftly teachers and mini-~ 
fters of the church. As thefe tutors performed divine fer- 
vice in the manfion-houfes of the Jords, their Proteftant 

Is partook of this privilege. Yea, according ta the ace 
coimt given by George Hoyt, who was a Lohemian minifler, 
thefe meetings for edification in the chapels of the manfion- 
houfes continued in fome places till the year 1650 and 
longer. [he holy communion was alfo adminiftered, but 
in great fecrecy. After the total expulfion of the Proteftane 
fords, the hidden Brethren were vifited, and minifteied 
unto with the word and facramenty, by minifters of the 
Unity from Upper Silcfia. They were, more efpecially, 
vifited by minifters of the Brethren from Shalttz in Hungary, 
to which place many of the expelled Brethren, and alfo mi- 
nifters of the Unity, had retired at the beginning of the war 
of thirty years. At their vifits in the diftrict of Fudnes, they 
were fecreted, during their ftay, by Martin Sihnerder and 
Tanneberger. Thefe vifits having been difcovered, the faid 
two men were caft into prifon, and fhould have been exe. 
cuted ; which, however, was prevented by a wonderful in- 
terpofition of God. ‘he fons of Martin Schneider endea- 
voured, to the utmoft of their power, after the departure 
ef their father, to keep up and further the work of Ged. 
Comenius laboured unweariedly ata diftance, for the edifi- 
cation of the Brethren left behind in his native country. 


He 
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did, this by feveral]. printed books, as, Ratio Difciplina et 
ON eccleftaftict in Unitate Fratrym; the German and Bo- 
heiian Hymn-Books of the Brethren ; Manuale Biblicum ; 
the Catechifm of the Brethren, &c. Thefe books he fent by 
faithful afkftants both to the fcattered Brethren, and to 
thofe yet remaining in their native country. He efpecially 
ufed to this purpofe, about the year 1663, the fervice of 
“John Kopylanfey, who vifited in Moravia, Hungary, and 
Poland. 


THE 


THE 


MODERN HISTORY 


OF THE 


BRETHREN. 





PART I. 


From the Awakening among the Brethren in Bobcmia 
and Moravia, and thar Emigration in 1722, to the 
Renewal of the Unity of the Brethren in 1727. 


§or- 


T the beginning of the eighteenth century, juft about 
A the year 1701, a new emotion took place in Bohe- 
mia, which fpread in many places. Such as lived on the 
confines of Silefia made ufe of the liberty, which, abour 
the year 1706, was procured for the Proteftants in Silefia 
by the convention with the king of Sweden, and went often 
thither to church. But this l,berty being again abridged 
about the year 1717, a more vigilant eye was kept upon 
the Bohemians too. Many of them emigrated, and fettled 
among their own country-peopic in Upper Lufatia; and 
even built here and there piaces for themfelves, where they 
dwelt alone. True it is, that moft of them contented 


themfelves with the external free exercife of their religion. 
3 But 
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But yet, there were, in feveral places, fouls earneffy 
concerned fora true change of heart and the affurance of fhl- 
vation; although they knew not wherein it confifteds or 
how to obtain it. 

The firft folid awakening took place, as far asfwe know, 
about the year 1720, precifcly one hundred years after the 
beginning of the perfecution and devaftation of the Behe- 
mian church *, Thefe awakenings began at the fame 
time among the pofterity of the Brethren, in the country 
about Fulnek in Moravia, and in the Jordfhips of Leut- 
mifchel and Landferon, where Lititz lies, ir Bohemia, with- 
out their knowing any thing of each other. Both thefe 
difiricts, as appears from the Ancient Aiffory of the Brethren, 
§ 13, were, from the beginning, principal feats of the 
Unity of the Biethien. Indeed, we will not deny the, 
exiftence of new and fpecial awakenings in feveral other 
parts of Bohemia, of which we mect with charming traces 
here and there. But yet, [ muft here confine myfelf purely 
to the awakening in Moravia, from whence fprang the re- 
newed church of the Brethren; and fhall only, from time 
to time, mention fo much of the awakening and emigra- 
tion out of Bohemia, as is fubfervient to the elucidation of 
the main fubject. 


* Tt is well worthy of obfervation, that the principal events in 
the Bohemian church, and particularly with refpect to the fup- 
prefion and renewal of the fame, have commenly occurred one 
handred years after certain great revolutions. In the years 
w41g and 1416, the witneffes of the truth, Hujs and Ferom, 
fealed their teftsmony with martyrdom. In 1517 God railed up 
the great witnefs Luther. In 1609 the Bohemians obraindd the 
Imperial grant for the free exercife of their religion , and abouc 
the year 1709, they took breath again, by obtaining cherch-li. 
berty in Siléha. In 1617 began the oppreflions in Bohemia; an 
in 1787 theit refort to Silelia was cut off. After the battle in 
1620, the Bohemians loft their liberty; and in :720 the 
awakening began to break our among tnem. In 1624,,a9d. 
1527, the Unity in Bohemia was totally deftroyed, and.in 
1724 and 1727 it was again renewed, -_ 


§ 2 
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§ 2. 


In Fu/nek, formerly the cure of Comenius, the laft Bo- 
herman -Moravian bifhop, and in the circumjacent yil- 
Jages, a numerous feed of the Brethren ftill lay hid; who, 
though obliged outwardly to conform by degrees to the 
worthip of the eftablifhed religion, yet in ftilnefs pre- 
ferved and often read the holy {criptures, the Brethren’s 
hymn-book, and other edifying books of their fore-fathers, 
and alfo of the Lutherans and Reformed. Every morning 
and evening, efpecially on a Sunday, they afiembled them- 
felves, not without the knowledge of the maagiftrates. They 
governed their families according to the order handed dowrt 
to them from their fathers. ‘They even had the holy com~ 
munion in fecret. But they fuffered, from time to time, 
a firiét examination, were punifhed, and deprived of fuch 
books as they could not conceal. The inhabitants of this 
town talk to this day of Pxards, and relate, that their latt 
minifter Amos (Comenius), whom they call a wife anda 
learned man, had, during the Spantfh war, or the war of 
thirty years, retired into Holland and Encland. They alfo 
fhow the houfe where he preached ; whch, after a creat firey 
has been rebuilt for a hofpital for men, ftill bearing the 
name of Zbor, the Afembly, or, the Meeting-houfe. 

According to the accounts of the Brethren, which they 
have received from their fathers, the church at Zeauchtenthal, 
near Fulnek, was the laft which was takcn away fiom them, 
The Romifh priefts had promifed the Brethren, in order 
gradually to gain them ovcr, or to lull chem afleep, to adr 
minifter the Lord’s fupper to them tn both kinds; and, to 
this end, made ufe of the rinfing of the cup, commonly called, 
the rinfe-cup. But even this baving been with-held frona 
them, they admintftered the holy communion in ftilnefs 
among themfel ves 

Among the ancient men, who.kept up the me¢tings-of the 
Brethren, maintained truth in the inward parts among them, 

and 
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and comforted them with the hopes of an approaching eH 
of the church of the Brethren ; Afartin Schnader of Zatch ~ 
tenthal, and the Zeifbergers and Fae/chkes of Sehlen, why: lived 
at the time of the great difperfion, are fill in blefled memory. 
After their deceafe, Samuel Schnerder, who, abofit the year 
4710, departed this life with great joy, and the Ni/cb- 
manus, continued the meetings, and, in canjunction with 
their affiflants in the circumjacent villages, kept up 
brotherly fellowfhip. In the years following, they were 
forced to have their meetings in much greater privacy, and 
at Jaft, to confine them entirely to famtly-devotions. Upon 
this, many fell afleep. ‘The apprehenfion of incurring dan- 
ger and detriment, the lofs of their goods, fines and impri- 
fonment, or the flatteries of the world, had fuch influence, 
that they conformed themfelves to it more and more; and, 
although with inceffant remorfe of confcience, complied 
with the ufual ceremonies of the eftablifhed church. This 
was the ftate of affairs in Moravia, when God heard the 
prayer, which Comenius had made upon his flight 4 cen- 
tury before, when upon thc mountains, having once more 
turned his eyes towards his orphan-flock in and about Ful- 
nek, he with his company fell down, and fupplicated ever- 
lafting Mercy, that he would, however, be pleafed not to 
depart from them, but in his own time to vifit them again. 


§ 3. 


There were, among others, in the villase of Sehblen five 
own brothers, the Neifers, who, purfuant to an exhorta- 
tion of their dying grandfather, to adhere to the true doc- 
trine, topether with their coufins, the ‘facfchkes, as alfo 
with the Schneiders, the Nit/chmanns, and others, in Zauch- 
tenthal and the reft of the villages, met often with a view to 
mutual edification by the word of God. A difcharged fol- 
dier from Silefia brought them, in 1715, feveral books for 
edification, and made them acquainted with the Lutheran 

munifters 
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mi rifters at the Proteftant tolerated, church at Té/chen; 
wh fe preaching they afterwards often attended with bleff- 
ing. ‘But God made chiefly ufe of the late Chrijtian 
David, as the bleffed inftrument in his hand amongft his 
awn couniry-people, through whom not only a new fire of 
the love of Jefus was enkindled in many hearts in Moravia; 
but the following emigration of fo many families was pro~ 
moted. He had, feveral years before, left Senftleben in 
Moravia, and attended, on his travels, the divine fervice in 
the Lutheran church at Berlin. In Goerliz, where he 
worked at his trade as a carpenter, he had been powerfully 
awakened through the fermons and the converfation of the 
Rev. Mr. Schaefer, and alfo of the Rev. Mr. Schwedler of 
Niederwiefe. Inthe year 1717, he came to the before- 
mentioned defcendents of the ancient Brethren, and in- 
quired what was the aim of their particular meetings. He 
conyerfed with them about the true converfion of the heart, 
“anddirected them how to read the Buble toa profitable 
purpole, advifing them at the fame time to fervent prayer. 
They, thus, obtained a greater knowledge of themfelves, 
and an earneft and fincere purpofe of mind to be truly con- 
verted. But asthey, in their fituatinn at that time, could 
expect no furtherance, but rather mere hinderances, they 
befought him to procure them a reception in fome Proteftant 
country. Mean while that he gave himfelf much and fruite 
Iefs trouble about this, they attended the fermons in the to- 
Jerated Proteftant church at Te/chen; and, in 1720, became 
in particular acquainted with that blefled fervant of God, 
John Adam Steinmetz, afteiwards abbot of the Proteftant 
cloifter of Bergen. He difluaded them from an emigration 
out of Moravia, alledging that they would every where 
mect with great corruption, with hinderances to their conver 
fion, and with perfccutions, whica were the lot af genuine 
Chriftizns. And as Chriftian David himfelf could find no 
one who would venture to receive them, they were deeply 
diftrefled. 


§ 4. 





§ 4. 

Af length, Chrifian David, by metns of the Rev. Mr. 
Schaefer at Goerliz, and the ftudent John Andrew Rothe, at 
that time private tutor to baron Dé Schweinitz of Leube, be- 
came acquainted With Nicholas Lewis, count of Zinaendorf 
and Pattenderf'; who, after his return from his travels, in 
Muy 1721, intended to purchafe an eftate in the neighbour- 
hood of his grand-mother, lady De Ger{dorf of Grofs Henner/- 
orf, relict of the prefident of the privy-council, and lord-lieu- 
teriant of Upper Lufatia, by whom he had been educated. 
The céunt’s defign in this was, to labour, in conjunction 
with fome pious minifter, for the falvation of the fouls of 
hie fubje@s, He had pitched upon Addie and Lower Ber- 
theldfderf, belonging to his grand-mother, which border 
upon Grofs Hennerfdorf, another eftate of her’s. He obtained 
it from her with much difficulty, as her inclination was a= 
ther to fee him cmploycd at court, than fpending his time 
fin the country. Scarce was the deed of conveyance execut- 
ed, when the then incumbent, from whom he could promife 
himfelf no encouragement and fupport tn a defign of fo fa- 
lutary a nature, departed this life. In his place, on the 
day when he recetved the homage of his {ubjects, being 
May igth, 1722, he prefented the before-mentioned ftudent 
Rothe to the living; having, fome time ago, copceived a 
very good opinion of him, and being prepoffefled in his fa- 
‘our on account of bis unfeigned piety and fingular talent 
in -prtaching *. Upon this, the count returned to Dra/dep, 
wihtere he, jn 1721, 1n obedience to his grand-mather, bad 
aocepted 2 pot in the adminiftration. 


* In hia vocation are thele memorable words: ‘ lame yda 
“+ fhall find sathér a faithfcl aflitant asid dear brother, than a 
** patron,—-De you earefally fee to it, that you helped chus 
“4. iebosr inthe Lard, &c.” 


To 
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To this nobleman, wi®le geand-father had Icft Auftria 
fiir the fake of the gofpel, and who, even in the tenth year 
ote age, had formed the refolution of becoming a preacher 
of tht gofpel, though, for the prefent, in compliance with 
the will of his relations, he was obliged: to alter it; was 
Chriftan David led in the year 1721, by an efpecial direc~ 
tion of Divine Providence, to folicit a reception .of fome 
Moravian families. He obtained for anfwer, that they might 
come whenever they pleafed; he fhould endeavour to pro- 
vide for them in fuch places, where their emigration fhould 
be attended with no difturbances ; and that he would, mean 
while, receive them at Bertholdfdorf. But his endeavours 
were in vain. fe was the very perfon they were deftined 
for, in order that, through this fecd of the bleffed of the 
Lord, the work, which God had defigned to execute through 
him among Chriftians and Heathens, fhould be promoted. 


§ 5. 


Upon this intelligence, the two brothers Auguflin and 
Facob Neiffer, cutlers by trade, with their wives and four 
children, their coufin Aftchael Facfbhe, and a girl, Adar 
tha Neffer, daughter of the filter of Augu/tin Neiffer’s wife, 
fet out on their journey, on the Wednefday in Whitfun- 
week 1722; and, under the guidance of Chriftian David, 
came, without any moleftation, to the Rev. Mr. Schwedler, 
at Niederwiefe, and from thence to the Rev, Mr. Schaefer 
at Goerliz. Having been there entertained for a week, 
Chriftian David and the two Neiffers were, with a letter 
of recommendation written by the ftudent Rothe to Mr. 
Marche, fent to Grofs Hennerfdorf, where they arrived 
on the 8th of June. This gentleman prefented them to the 
count’s grasd-mother, Mr. Heitz, mafter of the count’s 
houfebald, mentioned theirarrival to the count, then at Dref- 
den, and wrote June 10th, among other things, as follows : 

H “© Her 






<< fon) zing. where the igh oe it : would be. mead wo ats 
Sf So buud, their houfes, and, that I fhould promife *thefe 
© people all poffible affiftance towards their fettlement. But 
‘s thefe good people were.at prefent only in guelt of a re- 
S® great, which they, with thear wives and children, might 
“te _ereep into for Mhelter, till the houfesfhould be built; which 
© Mr. Rethe alfo begs for in the letter he fent by them to 
** me.” He, thercupon, farther informs us, that, having 
‘appointed them a place on that part of the eftate, called, 
The Lebngut, and, whilft they were gone to fetch their 
awives and children, confulted lady Gerfdorf at Hennerfdorf 
About the farther ft.ps to be taken in this affair ; upon which 
at was found proper that they thould fcttle rather upon fome 
{pot by, themfelves, than in the village. To this end, and 
with a view to their fupport, he had propofed to them the di- 
ftrict near the féutberg, on the high road to Zittau ; and to 
the objection that there was no water there, he anfveted, 
God 1s able ta belp that the next morning, befure fun-rife, 
the went to the faid place, to obferve the afing of the va- 
pours, in order to conclude from thence, where a well might 
be dug. ‘* Phe morning after that, (writes he) I did the 
<6 fame, when there was nota pciten near me. I Iaid the 


i a 


a 


* Mr. Marche, then private tutor to a young lady De Gerfdorf, 
afterwards bookfeller in Goerliz, and who died in 1768 at Herrn- 
hut; has, among other things, related to me, that he himfelf 
condued thefe Moravians to Bertholdfdorf; but, having miffed 
his way in the wood, came to the very fpot where Herrabut now 
ftands. Upon which it recurred to his mind, that once, nding 
out with count Zinzendorf, in the vear i717, when the latter 
greatly extolled the Inftrtutions of Halle: he told him, 
“« Here would alfo once fuch an Inflitution be effahiihhed ,” that, 
fer this reafon, he gave the Ivioravians his advice to fetile upon that 
fpot. But they fhowed no inclination for 1", b.cinfe it was at 
that time a very wild and bogey place, ah nothing grew bue 
wild bramble-buthes and brakes, ad where the carriages of ‘the 
waggoners often fuck fait, 


“6 mifery 
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“ mifery and defire of thefe gtople before God with many 
© tears; beféeching ‘him, that his hand might be with me, 
cA gad Friftrate my meafures, if they were any way difpleat- 
<¢ ing to ‘him. Lfaid farther tohim, * Upon this fpot I 
: will j in pathy Name build the firft houfe for them.’ In the 
“© mean ‘dine the Moravians came with their families to the 
“© farm-houfe, (Lehngut) whom I affilted to the beft of my 
“© power, and then went to Hennerfdorf to acquaint my 
* Jady with the refolution I had taken. She made no cbe 
<< jeGtion, and immediately fent the poor ftrangers a cow, 
“© that they might be furnifhed with milk for their little 
“6 children ; and ordered me to fhow them the trees to be 
“© cut down for their building.” 

Upon this, he farther relates, that they would have liked 
better to buildin the village; but thathe, with Mr. Marche, 
having brought them to the aforementioned fpot; fhowed 
them every advantage for building and for their future live. 

slthood. This was very agreeable to Mr, Marche, as well 
ds fo Chriftian David, the carpenter. The former encoue 
raged them, and, upon one of their women’s objecting, 
where they were to get water in this wildernefs? he rephied, 
Tf ye will b.lieve, ye fhall fee the glory of God in this defert 
place. Chriftian David, itriking his carpenter’s axe intoa 
tree on the fame fpot, uttered thefe words, Here hath the 


Sparrow found an Foufe, and the fwallow a neft for herfelfs 
even thine altars, O Lord of hofis ! 





§ 6. 


Tus the timber being appointed them, they, on ‘the 
r7th of June, felled the firft tree for the firft houfe in Herrn- 
but, **° They are now (writes Mr, Heitz to the count, 
July 8th) ‘* full of courage and chearfulnets, intending, 
“* even before winter, to build an ‘houfe for them Ives, and 
“¢ to do all the carpenter’s work themielves, without the 
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‘* afiflance of any, other perfon.” And this they effected, 
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amigtt all poverty and weaknefs of body: for shey were 
obliged te put up with very {pare and low food ; and, am’ aft 
many a taunt of the travellers paffing by, they trufted with a 
living confidence in that very God who Jed Abraham, whilft 
he was yet alone, qut of his own country, and from amongft 
his qwn kindred, into aftrange country, multiplying him into 
2,numerous people, and making him a bleffing to many na~ 
tions, Nor could Chriftian David, Mr. Marche, and the 
Bev, Mr. Schaefer refrain, upon occafion, to intumate fuch 
hapes to others, The firft fhowed thofe friends who came 
to fee the building, the future ftreets of the city; and the 
Jaft, ia his fermon preached on the induction of the Rev. 
Mr. Rothe on the 30th of Auguft, made ufe of thefe words, 
* God will fet up alight on this hill, which thalt fhine 
“¢ through the whole country. Of this 1 am confidently 
*¢ affured *.” 

O€tober 7th they entered their firft houfe, and about. 
Martinmas Mr. Heitz delivered a difcourfe at the dedication 
of st, on Ifa, Ix. 6, 7. 

Twill} fet watchmen upon thy walls, O Ferufalem! which 
fall never hold their peace day nor night ye that mabe mention 
of the Lord, keep not filence; and give him no ref, till be efta- 
blifoy and till be make ‘ferufalem a praife in the earth. 

A)] prefent were much affected, and Chriftian David cone 
cluded with a fervent prayer, and with the hymn, Jeru/alem, 
God's city thou, &c. 

Thus the beginning of the building of Hlerrnbut was 
made in the abfence of the count, and, in a great mea- 
fare, without his knowledge or having any hand in it. 
As account of it, “tis true, was giyen him; but, by 
a,peution from the exiles, that he would receive them 
on tus domain, it appears, that he took no right ‘cogni- 


* See the letter of introduAion, written by the count ; im which, 
‘among othér thitigs, he exborts the Moravians to proves falt 
amiotprhde fubjedts.» Busdinges-Colledion, You.l, p, O67. 

+ According to Luther’s verhon. 

Zance 
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ance ofthe “indster,” el Wher” his’ veta¥h from pie 
whére hé ‘had efpoufed, on the 7th of Sepeenibet, thet nth 
Ev¥etuth Dordttta Reuft:” For’ when, on Me Gi? BE THe: 
cembér, hé tas’ ‘conduit his lady to Hennerfatif; and, 
having deftried from the road ari houfe in the’ wood, ‘he fig- 
nified his furprife, but'alfo his fatisfaction ; weric in fo thee 
Moravians, and, bidding them welcome, felt ‘with’ them 
upon his knees, and prayed, Soon after, he moved ‘into 
his newly erected manfion-houfe at Bertholdfdorf, 

The name of Herrnhut took, likewile, its rife ee 
mafter of the houfehold, who concluded his repost to: 
count the 8th of July, with thefe words : 

“¢ God has given Mr. Marche great courage to engage. ia 
** this work. May he blefé it, according to his loving- 
“¢ kindnefs, and grant that your Excellency may, build, a 
“© city on the hill, called the Afutherg, {that is, Wotcb- Hill] 
“© which may not only ftand under the guardtanfhip and 
“* watch of the Lord; but where even all the inhabjtagts 
“© may ftand upon the Watch of the Lord, (des Herrn Hut ) 
** fo, that they may not hold their peace day nor night.” 
But yet this name was not current till 1724, when the mi- 
nifter, by occafion of praying at church for a pregnant 
woman, publicly made ufe of the appellauon Herrubut, | 


§ 7 


In the mean time an awakening began at Bertholdfdorf 
amang the inhabitants, through the zealous fermons of the 
Rev, Mr. Rothe, the meetings for edification held by Mr. 
Heitz, matter of the count’s houfehold, and Chriftian Da- 
vid’s affiduous exhortations. Several awakened fouls ‘from 
other places joined the Maravian exiles ; amongft whorti I 
will only mention lady ‘Joanna De Zetufchwitz, afterwards 
barenels Ds ¥atjeville, This lady took fome girl from other 
places uader Her infpection fer education, and théseby leid 
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the foundation of the Occonomy * of girls..at Bertholdfdorf, 
and afperingrds at Herrnhut. Thus the count already found 
a company . of twelve perfons, who ‘defired to experigice 
that which ‘the Head of his church has promiled to his mem- 
‘bers: Where two or three are gathered together in ny name, 
‘there.am I in the midff of them. Soon after, baton Frederic 
De Watteville arrived from Switzerland, who had, already 
in the Padagogium at Halle, entered into a covenant wich 
the count, to be the property of our Saviour, and to ferve 
him in his kingdom among Chriftians and Heathens. 
Among thefe firft perfons, count Zinzendorf, baron WVat- 
tewille, the Rev. Mr. Schaefer of Goerliz, and ihe Rev. 
Mr. Rothe of Bertholi(orf, more efpecially bound them- 
felves to promote the kingdom cf God in ther own and 
other places, wherefocver the Providence of God fhou'd give 
them an opportunity. a Hiftory of the four united Boethren 
is extant in manulcript, which gave rife to the Special Bifiery 
of alittle Roufehold of Grace, which took place in the lafi tunes 
of the Church, being the firlt Appendix to Lewis court of 
Zinzendorf{"s Natural Reflexians wegs taut. 

Thefe were the fma]] beginnings of that Houfchold of 
Grace, which afterwards, like the cram of mujlurd-feed, 
Markiv. 31, 22. became a free, in whofe branches many 
thoufands of Chriftians and Heathens have found a fecure 
habitation and a falutary pafture for their fouls. 


§ 8. 


Tur emigration of the two Nei/ers from Moravia in- 
volved ahecir three brotheis, Georor, Hans, and Wenzel, who 
remained behind, in great diffcultics, being made refpon- 
fible for them, and rcquired to declare what was become of 
them: upon which they were imprifoncd. As foon as they 
were rojealid, they requeft.d permiffion of their lords, the 


* Thigds the name ufually given to the Schools of the Bre 
thren. ” e Editor.) . 
Jeiaits 
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Jefuits of Otmuetz, to emigrate. But, inftead of obtaining 
at, they-were threatened with being imprifoned again and 
put into the Inquifition. Won this, leaving all’ theit pof- 
feffions, they followed their brothers in ftilnefs, “av the month 
of Auguft 1723, with their families, ten in number. “Mr. 
Heitz. obtained permifion of the count to build the needful 
haufes for thefe poor people alfo. They in the beginning 
fdund it very hard to maintain themfelves with the werk of 

ir own hands: and yet, they were full of courage and 
faith. 

Towards Chniftmas 1723, Chriftian David fet out again 
for Moravia, and vifited, this time, alfo in the other ‘vil 
laces where defcendents from the ancient Brethren lived. 
By his converfations a great emotion was occafioned in the 
whole diftriat, and efpecially at Zauchtenthal and Kunewald; 
to which, amongft other things, the powerful tefttmonies 
of David and Melchior Nitfchmann, who frequently held 
meetings the whole night through, greatly contributed. But 
the latter fuffered a fevere imprifonment on that account. 
In feveral places they came together by hundreds, finging, - 
praying, and ‘* fpeaking concerning Jefus, and concerning 
‘* the everlafting mercy of the Father, which, through the 
‘© Son and his crofs and death, had flowed upon mankind, 
“6 and which muft he fealed by the Holy Ghoft. This was 
*© the fole foundation of thefe lively heroes. Little chil- 
° dren, which could fearcely talk, lifting their hands up to 
“© heaven, cried to the everlafting Love, &c.” as it is expref- 
fed in the Newve/? Account of the Hiftory of the Bohemian Bree 
thren, §.30. 32. The ancient people were fill more animated 
by the finging and praying of the children, and by their ine 
ceffant importunities to turn with them to Jefus; and the 
uncommonly joyful departure of a little girl out of time, 
ia@amed them with defire of obtaining the aflurance of wthe 
fergiveneis of fins, and of falvation, 
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$§ g. 


TH1s awakcning, and the numerous meetings of ‘the 
people, made a great noife. They were fummonéd before 
their fuperiors, and threatened with galley-favery and cani- 
tal punifhments ; and many actually fuffered bard imprifen- 
ment, and others, fevere corporal punrfhments. Howetfer,. 
thefe proceedings had only the effect of bringing more upon 
the refolution to emigrate. The firft were five young and 
lively men, namely, three David Nit[chmanns, John Toelt- 
Sehig, and Melchior Zesfoerger. They were, May 1ft 1724, 
brought before the court, and threatened with imprifonment, 
if they did not defift from meeting together. To avoid 
this, they took the refolution of leaving the country in the 
night of the fucceeding day. Having got out of the village, 
they, falling upon their knees, recommended themfelves, and 
their Brethren left behind, to the prefervation and provid- 
ence of God, and then joyfully entered upon their pilgrime 
age; finging the hymn, Bie/s’d day when I mu/? depart, &c, 
which their forefathers had fung an hundred years before 
upon their exile, To prevent their being overtaken, they 
took “heir way over a ridge of pathlefs mountains. ‘Their 
view was, to feck children of God; and they expected to 
meet with fuch in all the Lutheran villages. But their en- 
quiries and difcourfe were not acceptable. They were re- 
proachfully called Pietifs, and threatened to be informed 
againtt, and delivered up. Even fincere perfons ‘were afraid 
to have'any thing to do with them. Such treatment hat 
almoft induced them to turn back. Their firft defign has 
to have gone into Poland, and, in cafe they fhould ‘find no 
Bolferiian Brethren there, to'go into Holland, where théir I 
bifhop Comenius had’ fmifhed his race ; bit they *fefotved 
upon the goad, firft to vifit their Brethren out of Motevia, 
now in’ Bion, a and particularly Chriftian David, he hiying 


proved 
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proved a preat bleffing and encouragement to them. In Nie 
derwiefe the Rev. Mr. Schwedler received them with much 
joy ard love. They were greatly encouraged by his hearty 
prayer, peor to them full of faith, and reprefentation 





of their dgfcent from a church of martyrs ; and confirmed 
eof meeting with ftill more children of God, 


in th 
Tiayethey arrived at Herrnhut on the rath of May. 


§ 10. 


Here the Brethren were juft upon the point of Jaying the 
foundation of a great houfe, in which the united friends of the 
count intended to eftablifh an infttcution for the education 
of children of the nobleffe, for printing at a cheap rate the 
pible and other edifying books, and for good medicines for 
ene fervice of their neighbours ; in which houfe was afters 
wards the meeting-hall of the congregation at Herrnhut, 
The count, who was lately come from Drefden on a vilit, 
was prevailed upon to confent in this undertaking, although 
he was well aware that an enterprize of this nature, made 
in imitation of another fourifhing and bleffed inftitution, 
would expofe him to much envy and evil report: which, 
having accordingly enfued, foon put a ftop to the defigns 
which were not acreeable to their original plan, ‘The count 
came from Hennerfdorf with the Rev. Mr. Schaefer to the 
Jaying this foundation-{ftone at Herrnhut. When the five 
Brethren out of Moravia, who were juft then arrived, 
were prefented to him, they (as one of them writes in hjs 
account) were ready to call his prety in queftion; becaule 
he, in their opinion, recesved both them and the recom- 
mendatory letter from Mr. Schwedler with far too much 
coglne(s and indifference. T’hey went, however, with the 
other inhabitants, to the building-place. The count open- 


¢4 the folemnicry with an uncommonly emphatical difgourfe, 
4 cols 
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concerning the defign ofthis fructure ;‘wifhing, among dther 
thingsy.thac. God would either prevent it, ot feon bring it 
main to nought, fhould tt not prove conducive to the pro- 
métion of his glory. “* This exprefion” (as it is faid in the 
above account) °* filled us with an holy awe; and when, 
“© directly after, baron Watieville kneeled on the Joundation- 
“< flone, and, amid{t muny tears of all prefent, oh. #d up 
“* fuch an heart-afficting prayer, as we never had | eard 
“© before, we were perfectly convince: that this w~. *he 
<S very fpot our feet were to reft upon.” Hereupon the 
celebrated Mr. Adl/e, armanuenfis to profeflor Frante at 
Halle, who was alio juft come to this folemmty, ftruck up 
the Ze Dewm laudamus with a joyful voice. 


§ 11. 


Test five juft-mentioned Brethren from Zanchtenthat 
Rad, from the relation of their fathers and grand-fathers, 
and from the ancicnt hymns of the Brethren, ftill retained 
an idea and impreffion of the church-conftitution of their 
forefathers in Bohemia and Moravia; of which they foon 
began to fpeak at Elerrnhut. They infiftcd upon it, that 
the falutary difcipline and order of their fathers ought 
ta be renewed. When they happened to come into a 
eantroverfy on this head with the other mbabitants and 
mcighbour., and the count, the Rev. Mr. Rothe, and 
eather friends, would not, according totheir infight at that 
time, agree with and afiilt them init; they called every 
thing «in queflion, and were in the beginning feveral times 
ready to take up their flaves, and to go farther. This in- 
duced the count to enquire more particularly into the 
hiftory and conftitution of the ancient church of the Bre- 
thren ; and this proved the occafion to the fubfequent regy- 
lations at Herrnhut, as we fhall fee hercafter, Cpnle~ 
quently, thele five Brethren are tc ve confidered as sie, in- 

ruments 
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firuments which dsdtord ufed to the renewal of the church 
of the Brethren. They all had afterwards the moft important 
funétions in it committed to them, except one of the afore- 
faid three Nitfchmanns, who ended his race on Maundy-. 
ae in prifon, after three years confinement for 
the fake ofthe gofpel, which he attempted to bring to his 
coun copie in Moravia. Some of the five Brethren las 
bourgftill in different congregations with bleffing *. 
after, more followed them, and, among the reft, the 
young witnefs of Jefus, Afelchior Nitfbmann, mentioned in 
§ 8, who, on account of the mectings he held in Moraviag. 
had been a long time in prifon, and was there treated moft 
unmercifully; but was at length fet free with derifion. He 
came to Herrnhut Dec. 24th, 17243 and was in 1727 one 
of the firft elders of the congregation. David Nitfihmanns 
the father of this faithful witnefs, who 1n 1758 departed at 
pethlehem in Penntiivania, a venerable patriarch, in the 84th 
ar of his age; and his fcllow-prifoner David Schneiders 
whofe forefathers bad been minifters of the Brethren, and, 
after the difperfion, witne fis of the truth, difengaped theme 
felves in a wonderful manner from their fetters, and efcaped 
into Silefia. ‘The furmer fent for his wife and his two 
youngelt children, ‘Zobn and Anna, and arrived at Herrnhut 
Feb. 24th, 1725. Gut the Jatter was obliged to wart forte 
time for his family, during which interval he was prevatled 
upon by various perfuafions to fettle at Sorau, and to accept 
of a fchool, until, chrouch a greater increafe of the Bretbrett 
who had emigrated, both as to number and grace, and 
through a concern for the falvation of his children, he was 
induced to join the defpifed, and even then decried, little 
flock at Herinhut; as he himfclf has related in an Accound. 
of God’s Dealings with him, til! the Year 1734. 


“ At this time but one of thcfe five Brethren is alive. (The 
Editi.) 


§ 12. 
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§ 12. 


Aw oath, as a religious teft, which they, ea that time, 
would impofe upon all fufpected perfons in Moraria, in- 
duced many more to feek their liberty. Thofe who . ught 
nothing but the falvation of their fouls, and, on that en a 
forfook their pofleffions, parents or children, friends aia .°- 
Jations, were favoured with fuch fuccefs, that they were 
eften able to free themfelves from their chains in a wonder- 
ful manner, to leap from an high prifon without hurt, to pafs 
through the guards undifcovered in the open day, or to run 
away and hide themi{elvea from them. Were they ftopped 
on the road, the upright reprefentation of the true end of 
their emigrating, and the piteous cries of their children, 
had {uch an effect, that they were fuffered to pafs. Thef 
were willingly received by their poor Brethren at Herrnhut 
They learned, amidft diligent labour, and with the bleffing 
of God, to forget by degrees, and be content without, their 
partly great and rich farms, and found opportunities of fetch- 
ing away, without difcovery, their parents, hufbands or 
wives, children, and brothers and filters, notwithftanding 
their being ftrictly watched. One, Hans Nit/chmann, fetched 
@ut his fifter with a child of eighteen days old. An appren- 
tice-boy, Frederic Bochnifch, took a great round through the 
Empire and Auftria, on his way back into Moravia, and 
brought out his parents, with bis brothers and filters; and 
a widow, whofe name was Berger, who, upon her flight in 
an hard winter, could take only one child with her, being 
obliged to leave the leaft behind, went, feveral years after, 
and fetched that child too. But thofe who fecrethy dif- 
pofd of their property, and took the money with them, 
or wanted to go off with loaded waggons, were frequently 
either betrayed, or, when they had got half way on their 
journey, ftopped, and brought back again, or plundered of 

theix 
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their effeéts. One of thefle, Frederic Riedel, having been 
half killed by robbers, was forced, being abandoned of all 
men, to trave] above one hundred and twenty miles with about 
three pence in bis pocket. If any came to Herrnhut without a 
purity of iufenticn, not on account of the falvation of his foul, 
either fropt temporal views, or without a folid canvidtion, 
by : fion, or tn imitation of others ; he was, after being 
entegained for fome time, fept home again furnifhed with 

wgadful expences for his journey, and an interceffion to 
ie magiftrate on his bebalf. For all new-comers were 
ftri€tly examined about the true motives and circumftances 
of their leaving their own country, and their anfwers were 
minuted down by the court of judicature, in order that, if 
an enquiry fhould be made concerning the reception of fo- 
reign fubjects, as might naturally be expected, a legal and 
fatisfaCtory evidence could be given. 


§ 13. 


Sucu ftriftnefs was obferved with all the new-comers 
from Moravia, in order to prevent any numerous.and tue 
multuary emigrations. Thus continued the firft emigra- 
tion in flilnefs, amidft many wonderful circumftances, une 
till 57:33 and yet produced fome hundreds of confeflors, whe 
were indubitable defcendents from the Brethren, end at< 
knowledged fo to be by their bifhops of thattime. The count 
who, till 1727, was moftly abfent at Drefden, thought in 
the beginning, that only a few families of Proteftants in- 
tended -to fertle on his domain, to whom he would not 
refafe us pir aa But when it appeared that the emt= 
gration would increafe, as fome went, without his knowledge 
apdysontent, back into Moravia, in order to bring put their 
relations,.qn.account of which many were put in prifon, 
and which. gave, reafor. to apprehend that government would 


relent it,,. he not only fignified hig fcruples, but adlfeforbad, 
in 
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in 1724, that any fhould go intg: Moravia, ard inftigate 
other ‘to an emizration ; which he afterwards frequently 
repeited, But he could not, during his abfence, abfolute- 
ly reftrain every one from fhowing this greateft a& of kind- 
nefg to his relations; nor cou'd he even in co {cience do 
it. ‘To bring, howevtr, this affair into root order, he 
himfelf, in. 1726, took a journey to Krim/a in Nleyavia, to 
the cardinal bifhop of Olz:uetz, and declared in a conkence 
with the cardina,’s brother, the Imperial privy-counfel}ur De 
Schrattenba.b, upon what ground, and in what manfiér, “he 
haa hitherto received people out of Moravia. He then in- 
terceded in behalf of thefe pcople opprefled on account of 
their rchigion * 5 urging that, in order to keep them in the 
country, they might, amiaft the want of the frce exercife 
of religion, fhow them, however, fome indulgence, and 
mot deprive fuch, as could not aét agaimit their confei- 
ence, of their property and liberty. To this ne received 
for anfwer, that it was out of their power to fhow thef> 
people any indulgence; but it was the will of his Jooperia, 
Majefty, that they fhould not be hindered from enugratung 
in ftilnefs. But fuch as returned with a view to inftigate 
others to depart, muft needs take the confiqucnces, The 
count promifed that no occafion thould be given for it on 
his fide. ‘The event has fhown, that both he ana the 

overnment of Moravia have kept their word ; though this 
helan has net always been oblerved by the inferior 
mapiitrates, 


§ 14. 
Bur yet, not cven all the Brethren in the beginning 


could be reftrained by this agreement, and by the re- 
peated prohibition of the count; for they went fecretly into 


* He did the fame for the imprifoned David Nit/chmanz ;, who, 
having arrived at Herrnhut on the 12th of May 1724, had; ion 
his vifit in Moravia, been taken up. But as he could effet ad- 
thing, he, however, by permrflion of the magiftrates, had-fome~ 
thing conveyed to him for bis prefent refreflunent. 

Moravia, 
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Moravia, to deliver’ Ht leaft their. neareft relations. As 
to Chriftian David, who may be called an apoftolical man 
in his way, and who elteemed his impulfe, to help the 
Proteftants to their freedom, as a divine call; he was fo 
far from aging prevailed upon by all the brotherly admoni- 
tions andgwarnings given him, that he ftill went feveral 
times, gyre’ Moravia, though in evident danger of his lrfe, 
and ginid{t amazing inftances of the divine protection, in order 
to dwaken the Brethren, who were fallen afleep, toa fenfe of 
wie &tth. In the year 3725, he took his route through 
Bohemia, in order to fce whether any feed was left in the 
diftrick of Letitz, the firft feat of the Unity. And be- 
hold, he met with many Bohem:ans im fome villages of 
the territories Of Landjeron and Let niche’, who had been 
awakened about the fame time when the awakening began 
in Moravia, without knowlog any thing of it. He did not 
endeavour to diaw them out, but only to.confrm them in 
their good mind and fearch after the truth, Jeaving them fo 
Providence and to the impulfe of their own hearts, as to 
the trme and manner of thew feeking and finding the way 
to freedom. But, by the hard tribulations following im- 
mediately upon st, they became faint in their minds, and 
many of them fell afleep again; tid, in the year 1720, -By 
occafion of the impnfonment of a Moravian Brother from 
Herinhut, a new Jife fprung up among them, when many: 
in ftilnefs emigrated to Ger lach/heoum im Upper Lufatia, and 
joined the Moravian Brethren, till in 1739 they found 
themfclves under a neceflity of going farther to Berlin and 
Ruekfdorf *,  Vhis emigration, however, muft not be cons 
founded with that great one of the Bohemians about the 


year 1726 to Grofs Hennerfdorf, and in 1732 farther to 
Berlin. 


* Out of the Life and Church-be.7 of ther then minifer Auguf- 

Schule: a3 atfo out of thetr fabfequent miner Zacharzas 
Gelingh's Heffor.cal Account of ther Awakenmg, Emigration, HX, 
AD ngneicrspt, out of waich more will be menuoned an its place. 


§ 15 
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of fanGtity, unblamablenefs and devotion, molt of the in- 
habitants, and even dear Chrift:an David himfelf, to his 
fide. “This caufed fuch difttaction, that they fell into fe- 
vera] parties about divers notions in doctrine, and exercifes 
in the ordei! of falvation; and moreover, about various pro- 
pofals for, {a regulative among themfclves. The minilter, 
thoup’ fife a very fenfible and fincere man, endeavoured to 
com jofe and remove thefe confufions with more zeal than 
prs cnce; not only by his earneft addreffes, but alfo by 
public refutations. But all he effected by it, was, that 
moft of them abfented themfelves from the church and the 
holy communion, and many of the Moravian Brethren, 
who had left all their poffcffions for the fake of liberty of 
confcience, and would not, as they termed ir, fubmit to a 
new compulfion of confcience, prepared to take up their 
ftaves and travel farther, in queit of liberty of confcience 
elfewhere. 


§ 16. 


THe count, againft whom moft of them were no lefs 
imbittered, than againft tne minifter, feeking to preferve 
this little flock of faithful confeflors of the truth, who had 
only been impofed upon by a falfe appearance, in the fel- 
lowfhip of the Proteftant church, ard to prevent an entire 
feparation, or even as many hurtful fects as there were 
heads; did not content himfelf with fending from Drefden, 
in March 1927, to Herrnhut a declaration againft the 
erroneous do@trines that were creeping in; but foon after 
obtained, from the government at Drefden, leave of ab- 
fence for fome months, repaired to Herinhut, and difpofed 
the minifter, who could no longer yield to the inceafed 
minds of the people, and had entirely loft their confidence, 
to Commit tbe cure of the Moravian Brethren to him. He 
examined into the erigin.and ground of this confuhen, 
fpoke with each perfon individually concerning the Rate of 
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their fearts, and difcourfed at the public meetings on the 
only,.ground of our falvation, He avoided entering into the 
ticrits of the feveral notions, and, witely yielding to them’in 
the external form, only endeavoured, firft of all, o eflablith 
among them an union in the Findannental truths of the Pro- 
teftant religion. In this manner, after many public ard pri- 
vate intervicws, in which he manifefted an inexpreffible ove, 
patience and cundefcenfion, he fucceeded fo far, that on 
the rath of May, after a difcourfe of three hours, they 
all united together, and gave their approbation to the ftatutes 
read to them, by giving their hands. , Thefe ftatutes, or this 
voluntary agreement concerning certain points of doétrine, 
moral conduct, and ecclefiaftical and civil conftitution, 
which had hitherto been controverted, were drawn up by the 
count, the Rev. Mr. Rothe, and Mr. Marche, the prefid- 
ent of the court of judicature, afterwards burgomafter of 
Budiffin, with the concurrence of the moft confiderable in- 
habitants of Herrnhut. They were on the 8th of Ju'y once 
more ratified, and on the 12th of Auguft figned by all: the 
johab. tants, 


§ 17. 


From this time, they kept again to the church at Ber- 
thold(dorf, and whoever could not go thither, attended the 
repetition, which was delivered at Herrnhut partly by the 
count, and partly by the Rev. Mr. Rothe. But as this new 
Afectiement, both for its {piritual and temporal fubfiftence, 
required a f{pecial regulation, which the Moravian Brethren 
in particular urged very much; they wee gratified in this 
re(pect too, in order to obviate any future feparation. The 
congregation was Called together on the 2och of May 1727, 
and fome of the Brethren, who had a good teftimony were 
-chofen elders, and confirmed by lot. The count aad” Jaron 
De Watteville were appointed wardens, in order where ne- 
ceflary, to patronize the congregation, and to have an éye 

upon 
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upon the maintenance of gaad order and difcipline. To thefe 
elders and wardens jointly, the dirc€lion of the congregation 
was commiited both inte:nally and externally. Befides the 
public ferygce of God in the church, they held a meeting every 
morning end evening alternately in the hall at Herrnhut, 
enguiredaaoreover into the people’s flate of heart, efpecially 
befc<e the holy communion, and held frequent conferences 
tog:ther. For their eafe, certain affiftants were appointed ; 
go, trelpers, overfecrs, monitors, fickwaiters, almoners, fer- 
vants, &c. The whole congregation was, according to the 
diverfity of age and fex, divided into certain little compamiesy 
which were called bands, to tie the band of love {til falter, 
and to further the inward growths in which they {poke 
with confidence concerning the ftate of their fouls, exhorted, 
encouraged, comforted, and piayed with, eachother. But, 
to obviate any diforders, the two fexes kept themfelves fepa- 
rate, each of them refpectively affociating, in their private 
edification, with their own {cx. 

Having, foon after, obtained “Jol Amos Comenius’ s Iitflery 
and Chur ch-Confiitution of the Bohemian Brethren, publifhed by 
Di. Buddeus, out of the city library of Zittau, and finding, 
to their joy, that their regulation, in all its inward and 
effential parts, was confonant with the church difcipline and 
order of their anceftors ; they refoived to abide by and pro- 
fecute it farther. Indeed, fince that time, efpecially in 
1728 and 1731, the queftion has often arifen among them, 
whether they fhould not, for peace fake, and to avoid evil 
reports and, perfecutions, lay afide their particular regula~ 
tion? But this propofal did, both times, not take place, by 
a particular providcnce af God. 


§ 18. 


APrer this mutual agreement, and. the good regulation 
of the congregztion at Herrnbut, tove, fimplicity, and con- 


fidence began again ta rule among them, and the Spirit of 
I2 God 
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Gadd. made ufe of feveral opportunities, efpecially a certain 
evangelical fermon, attended with a difinguifhed demén- 
Mtration of the {pirit and of power, andthe holy communion, 
to bind their hearts {till clofer together, in a matiner never 
to be forgotten. The former happened on the memorial day 
of the vifitatton of Mary, July ad, 1727, when'filx often- 
mentioned Rev. Meflrs. Schwedler and Schaefer wert at 
Herrnhut on a vifit, and, in conjundion with the Rev, Mr. 
Rothe, amidft an extraordinary concourfe of people from 
all the circumjacent villages, preached in feveral places, in 
the forenoon at church and in the church-yard at Bertholdf. 
dorf, and in the afternoon in the meeting-hall and in the 
public fquare at Herrnhut, from morning till night. When 
the multitudes of ftrangers were gone, there was the ufual 
evening-meeting, at which the topic concerning the fellow-. 
fhip and mutual vifits of chilcren of God *, touching which 
our Saviour has promifed that he would be in the midft of 
them, as he had been with Elizabeth and Mary, accogding 
to the gofpel appointed for that feftival ; was pecially exctled 
with the Brethren : and this gave occafion to the little com- 
panies, or bands, mentioned in the foregoing fection. 

The Brethren and Sifters, each in their refpective order, 
having acquired a more thorough knowledge of each other’s 
hearts, there began on a Sunday, being Auguft the roth, an 
univerfal awakening, by means of a converfation among the 
Brethren, which continued till late at night, and at which 
the Rev. Mr. Rothe was prefent. He, intending on the 13th 
of Ayguft to receive the facrament with his family, invited 
the inhabitants of Herrnhut by an affecting letter to bind 
themfelvesanew withhim, The congregation, who-had for 
a long time been very deftrous ofenjoying the holy commu- 
‘nion, attended him for that purpofe. 


' Mutua Frateum Calloquiz tt Confolationts, according to th 
Articles of Smalkald. on 
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‘¢ The minifter” (according to an Account of thattime in 
ianafcript) s* having confirmed two perfons with a blefing 
“* truly apoftalical,; the whole congregation, dung, the 
‘* finging of the hymna, Jy foul before thee proftrata-lies 3. to 
“© thee, its fource, my fparit fies, bc. + fell upon theix kpees, 
“© when the count, amid a general melting of all the hearts, 
“© and-digods of tears, made the public confefiion; {uppli- 
cating for a true union of all the hearts, a freedom from 
any fort of fchifm, and from offence ta thofe that.are 
without, for the folid and unfhaken foundation on the 
genuine theology of the blood and crofs of Chrift ; 
and for eftablifhing their Brethren and the many hundred 
awakened tn other places, who had ftrayed into by-paths ; 
and remembered finally the two abfent elders Chriftian 
“© David and Melchior Nit{chmann*.” ) 

The Rev. Mr. ‘Fohn Luke Siefe, minifter of Hennerfdorf, 
having pronounced the abfolution with a remarkable emotion 
of his heart, the Brethren received the holy communion from 
him, during which their hearts were filled, in a oe 

#6 never experienced before, with peace and joy in the Holy 
' ft, and with a cordial love to, and union with, each 
other ; and they obtained the baptifm of the Spirit into one 
body and one fpirit, (1 Cor. xii. 13.) fo indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary for a living congregation of Chrift, which remains 
unforgottén by them and their pofterity, and the commemo- 
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+ See the Brethren’s Colle@ion of Hymns, Parti, p. 309 

‘* Thefe, being in the midft of a converfation with Dawid 
Schneider, whom they vilited at Sed/at near Serax, with a view of 
making him acquainted with the pnion of the Moravian Brethren, 
were moved by an invifible power, fo, that they fell on their 
knees, and with 2 flood of tears offered up a prayer, almoft the 
fanie th fubRance with that above; and, like Eldad and Medad, 
Numb, -xi. 26. were endowed with the fame fpirit of love and fel- 
lowhhip. The impreflion was fo ftrong in them, that the very firt 
queltion they afked on their return, was, what had paffed in fuch 
an hour on the 13th of Auguft at Herrnhut? ‘* Would God shat all 
> the Zenda people <wite.prophets, andthat the.Lerd weald put his 
 Sdirit upon soem.” 
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ration of which has, ever fince, been folemnized on the an- 
niverfary of that day, by partaking of the holy communion 
in the church at Berthold{dorf. 


§ 19. 


Tuus, the year 1727, and particulaily the rath of May 
and the 33th of Augult, {s that important period, when the, 
church of the Brethren, which had, in a manner, cxpired 
an hundred years before in Bohemia and Moravia, was re- 
vived in their poflerity, and an union eftablifhed between the 
Brethren from Moravia both amcne themfelver, and with their 
Lutheran and Reformed Brethren, in which, accorduig to the 
expreffion of fablonfky, at thac tume the eldeft bifhop of the 
Brethren, they diftinguithed themfelves as the genuine fio- 
{terity of the Agreement of Sendomir. On the 12th of May, 
agreeable to the prophet Ezekiel’s vifion, chap, xxxvity the 
dry bones having been, as it were, brouyht together, they 
were, in the following days, by various ufeful regulatiuss, 
covered over with finews and fin, and, on the 3 :th of Au- 
guft, animated by the Spirit of the Lord; and fo gradually 
qualified and made meet for activity, and for the fervce tn 
the kingdom of God among Chriftians and Heathens. Hence 
the count ufed to call the rath of May, which has alfo been 
farther diftinguifhed in the following years by fundry other 
remarkable occurrences, The sritical Day, upon which it was 
decided, whether Herrnhut fhould prove a neft of feats, or a 
living congregation of Chrift. Inderd, not all the inhabtt- 
ants were, at that time, convinced and recovered by the fame 
Spirit of Chrift to brotherly love and unity: but they were 
either overpowered, with the rcft, by the extraordinary grace 
at the ‘holy communion on ‘the 13th of Auguft; or dif- 
fented only in a‘fecret and modeft way: and fuch, as could 
nat be guite recovered, retreated in ftilnefs from’ the’ place, 

as 
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as the author of the, late difturbance had done before, who 
was deprived of his fen les by his {prritual pride. 

I cannot, in this memorable year 1727, forbear to re- 
mark again the parallelifm between the ancient and modern 
Hiftory ofsthe Brethren, in fome particulars, Juft as the 
ancient Brethren went in 1450 and 1453 from Prague and 
other places to Lititz, and did not clofely unite themfelves, 
and regulate their congregation, till in 1457, and at Jength, 
in 1467, appointed their miniftry, and obtained the epifco- 
pal confecration , in the fame manner the modern Brethren gan 
thered themfelves together at Herrnhut fince 1722 and 1924, 
were in 1727 bound together, and regulated as a congrega- 
tion, and obtarned their own miniftry firft in 1735 and 1737, 
In the years 1624 and 1627, the church of the Brethren was 
deftroyed and difperfed in Bohemia; and precilely one hun- 
dred years after, in 1724 and 1727, 1t was gathered toge- 
ther, and renewcd again, in Germany. 


§ 20. 


Tue fame grace which the congregation had experienced 
on the 43th of Augult, their children experienced likewile. 
There appeared, already on the 26th of May 1727, the frit 
emotion in their hearts, by occafion of a eee which the 
count delivercd in the ceconomy of girls in the houfe of baron. 
De Watteville at Bertholdfdorf, upon the words of a verfe, 
‘6 Nothing 1s fo dead and cold, to which thou couldft not 
‘© pive ife.” ‘This emotion was the more joyous to him, 
as he had hitherto been deeply concerned on account of the 
evident want of {piritual life in their hearts, 

But the real and abiding awakening of thefe children did 
not take place till the 17th of Auguft, which arofe from the 
teftimony of adimple brother, Grumpe, whom the count had 
fent to Bergholdfdorf ia, June the fame year, to inftrudt them 


in the priasiples of the Chriftian religion, In ‘the mean 
T 4 time, 
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time,‘ the remarkable work of'grace itt the foul of aigirl of 
eleven years, proved, on the 6th of Augui, the occafion of the 
beginning of an extraordmary awakening among fome girls, 
who Lived with their parents at Herrnhut, which had alfo a 
great influence upon thofe at Bertholdfdorf, and upon their 
parents and the reft of the inhabitants. On the 2gth of Au- 
guft thefe children were heard praying on the Hutberg with 
fuch fervor, tears, and finging of hymns, that, as it is related 
in the diary of Herrnhut, * it 1s impoffible to defcribe it in 
¢¢ words.” 

They entered at the fame time intoa covenant together, 
that they would be the entire property of our Saviour. It 
is worthy of being taken notice of, as fomething particular, 
that, though the moft powerful emotions in children are 
apt to die away, as they advance in years, yet none of thefe 
children ever broke their covenant ; and moft of them be- 
came bleffed handmaids of Jefus in the congregatian of the 
Brethren. 

There was alfo, during this period, a great emotion and 
awakening among the Jittle boys at Herrnhut; yet this had 
not fuch bleffed confequences, or fuch an abiding fruit, as 
attended the awakening among the girls. 

Not long after this remarkable awakening among the 
children, the fo-called Country fchool, or Padagogium, which 
was eftablifhed in the year 1724, was diflolved, as the in- 
tended purpofe was not obtained by it; and, inftead there- 
of, an Inftitution for the education of boys, under the in- 
fpection of Melchior Nit/chmann, the elder of the congrega~ 
tion, and an Inftitution for girls, under the infpection of 
fome fifters, were begun; both of which were carried on 
together many years under the denomination of, The Orphan- 
boufe. 

At this time, the {pirit of the witneffes of Jefus was ftir- 
yed up in the inhabitants of Herrnhut, and particularly in 
the Moravian Brethren. They covenanted together to fol- 
Jow their Head Jefus Chrift amidft fhame and reproach, per- 


fecution, 
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fecution, and the tof cruel {offerings ; and, chke a-liche feb 
upon an hill, ‘to fire to-others al fo, fhould it pleafe the Lord 
to cal] them! #e ie: In atteftation of this, the frit declaration 
of the conBrepition which-was printed ‘id the: fame ‘year, 
1727 *, Chefon fouls who now affimble—~In that Peruag 
Herrenbut, &c. is worth coafulting ; in which thefe:me- 
morable words may be feen: 


HERRNHUT thal! exift no longer, 
Than the works of thine own hand 
Uncontroul’d rule in ie’s border ; 
And be dove it’s facred band ! 
Till ripe for thee, 
‘And found worthy, 
As a good falt, to be featter’d, 
That the earth thereby be better’d. 


* See the Colle&ion of Buedingen, Vol. I. p. 24, and the Bre- 
thren’s larger Enghith Col/e@ron of Hymns, parti. pagez5z. J 
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PART II. 


Ficom the Renewal of the Unity of the Brethren by the 
Emigrants out of Moravia 1n 1727, to the firft Com- 
saifion at Herrnbut in 1732. 


§ 21. 


HE renewal of the Unity of the Brethren, and of 

the witnefs-fpirit of their forefathers, was attended 

with various confequences. The congregation-regulations 
were brought from time to time into better order. The 
congregation became known both far and near by good and 
evil reports. “I’hns gave occafion to verbal and written en- 
quiries, to invitations into foreign parts and remote coun- 
tries; to various vilits and deputations of the Brethren in and 
out,of-Germany ; to acts of love done both to thofe of the 
fame confeffion of faith, and to other well-meaning perfons, 
though in error; but alfo to a variety of trials both among 
themfelves and from without, The hand of God was evid- 
2 ent 
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ent in all this; which would-caufe this fmall candle, fo 
contemptible in the eyes of the proud, to give light both far 
and near. 

With regard to the farther regulation of the congregation, 
the Moravian Brethren had retarned a deep imprefion of 
the order and church-difcipline of their anceftors, and fre- 
quently infffted upon it, that fomething of this nature muft 
needs be again eftabl ifhed among them ($ 11, and 15.3 
But rhe count could not refolve to promote it, until in 1724, 
a‘fhort time before his journey into Silefia, Comenzus’s Ec- 
clefiaftical Hiftory and Inftitutions of the Bohemian Brethren 
caine unexpectedly into his hands, out of the city-library of 
Zittau. He conferred with feveral divines, whether, and 
in how far, the church-diicipline of the Bohemian Brethren, 
of which their defcendents were fo tenacious, was to be com- 
bined with the doétrine and public worfhip of the Proteftant 
church? The thing itfelf they could not difapprove; and 
fome even teftified their particular yoy on account of it; but, 
as to the way and manner, they advifed that tt might be fo 
regulated, as would be confiftent with the conftitutien of the 
country and the eftablifhed religion. ‘Thus the Brethren could 
not confine themfelvcs tno ftridtly to the ftandard of the for- 
mer congregations in Bohemiaand Moravia, but were obliged 
to form fuch regulations, as were necefliry and ufeful to the 
inhabitants of Herrnhut at that time, leaving it to the guid- 
ance of God, to alter, or to add, from time to time, as it 
might be found proper. 

Thus, during this period, the following regulations were 
made by degrees. very day there was a meeting for edifi- 
cation at five inthe morning forall, and half an hour after 
eight, ‘another for the old and infirm, in which fome por- 
tion of fcripture was treated of ; and in the evening a meeting 
for'finging. In the‘firft, queftions relating to the heart and 
confcience, wfitten by Brethren or Sifters on papers, which 
the teather fodnd ‘on the table, were anfwered agreeable to 


the Bible and experience, In the Jaft meeting, the text for the 
day 
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day following was ufually read; which every one was in 
“ftilnefs ‘to reflect, and the teacher pablicly to fpeak upon. 
In the year 1728 this text was made known by an helper, 
vifiting from hotife to houfe ; and this was called, Tbe Wrat:h- 
word of the day. Since the year 1721° thefe: daily watch- 
words were printed beforehand ‘for 2 whole year. 

On Sundays and holidays they went to hear 4 fermoh in 
the parifh-church at Bertholdfdorf; and, far the fake of 
ftrangers, there was a meeting at Herrnhat in the afternoon, 
which from thence got the name of, The Strangers-meeting. 
In the evening, the count, or fome one of the helpers, deli- 
vered a difcourfe to the congregation, which was fpecially 
adapted to their fituation ; and this was called, The Congrega- 
tién-meeting. And whereas the two fexes had been divided, 
according to their ages and conditions, into certain choirs ; 
(§ 17.) fhort homilies, or exhortations, were, in the inter- 
vals, addrefled to each of thefe divifions, fetting forth, how 
they ought, according to their fex and condition, to walk 
Swvorthy of the gofpel. 

Some fingle men, in 1728, moved together into a fepa- 
rate habitation. Thefe the count himfelf took under his 
particular care; as the countefs, his lady, did fome fingle 
women. Upon their increafing in number, they were 
fubdivided into certain clafes, according to the difference 
of their inward growth; tothe end, that each might be 
treated according to their fituation. The fame fpecial care 
of fouls was afterwards introduced among the other chair- 
divifions, 

The reports of divers dangerous defigns againft the con- 
gregation, induced fome Brethren and Sifters, as early as the 
year 1727, to unite themfelves. to a fpecial suterasfion, and to 
fupplicate the Lord every hour, both by day and might, for 
his counfel, proteftion and help. They divided the twenty- 
four hours in fuch a manner between themfelves, that in 
each hour ong or more of them prefented.theméelyes before 


5 the 


from the Year 1727 to 173%. £26 


the Lord in prayer. .At a weekly meeting the fpecial fube 
jeGts for their prayers to God, were jaid before them. 

The grace which always prevailed at the holy commu- 
nion,. kindled a defice in them te enjoy it more frequently 
than once a quarter; fo, that in 1731 the congregation came 
to an agreement with the parifh-minifter, to have it admini- 
ftered to them every four weeks. The communicants were 
previoufly fpoken with, and their ftate of heart enquired into, 
by the eldets ; upon which their names were given in to the 
minifter. The holy communion was admuniftered in the 
church of Bertholdfdorf ; and after it, the congregation came 
together in the hal] at Herrnhut, where the Brethren im. 
parted the kifs of peace to the Brethien, and the Sifters 
did the fame to the Sifters *, 

All the regulations, alterations, and the chief affairs of 
the congregation, were weighed, and refolved upon, in the 
conferences of the Jabourers ; and, according to the exigency 
of the cafe, ina felect affembly of the inhabitants, whist 
was called, Tbe Congregation-council; and, in dubious cafes, 
the decifion was made by Jot, 


* The Pedilavium. or foot-wafhing, was indeed held, fince the 
year 1729, by fome few perfons who thought themielves under 
an obligation to follow the command of Chrift, John xi, 2% 
alfo aki to wajh ont another's feet, fimply and according to the 
exter; yet it was not done previonfly to the Lord's fupper, and 
ill lefs in the whole affembly of the congregation, I¢ was not 
till afier the fpreading of the Brethren in foreign countries and 
is colonies, that fome congregations held it, firft, before every 
communion; but at prefent it is done but at certain feafons, as, 
upon Maundy-Thorfday, and on fome other occafions, In gene- 
ral it is to be obferved, that not all the regulations, as they now 
exifiin the Brethien’s congregations, took place during this pe- 
si0d ; ‘meither did they all remain in the fame form, nor have all 
he ,compregetions the very fame reguiaijons; a hberty having 
een referved for alterations and amendments; which the ancient 
Brethren in "Bohemia and Moravia“made ufe of at regulaiie their 
Chéreb-ondar, purfuani to the docient canon, Diferestia Ceremo- 
siarum non refcinast Unitatem Ecclefie. (The difference in ceremo- 
nies does not abolith the wnity of the church.) 


The 
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The letters and accounts of sbfent Brethren and friends 
were read to the congregation at the meeting, for finging. 
Rut when thefe accounts began to accumulate, a {pecial Day 
of prayer and thenk{giving was in 1728 {ct apart every 
month for this purpofe; on which, after the confidcration 
of a portion of holy writ, the accounts were read, and, af 
the conclufion, the prefent need of the congregation, and of 
the Brethren and friends abfent, together with chat of Chrif. 
tendom in general, was recommended to the Lord in 
praycr., 

In the year 1730 the caunt refolved to lay down his office 
of warden, and the elders did the fame. In the place of 
the Jauter, Adartin Linner was chofen elder. Among the 
Sifters, out of whom elderefics of the congregation had besa 
chofen fince 1728, after the example of the ancient Brethren’s 
church, the choice fell this time, by lot, upon Anna Nirfch- 
wiann, whofe youth was fupplied by a rich meafure of 
fgrace imparted to her, to be co-elderefs of the con- 
grepation. Ske, foon atter, on the 4th of May, entered 
mnto a covenant with feventeen file women, who 
were of the fame mind with her, to devote themfeives 
entirely to’the Lord, and, among other things, to give no 
attention to any thoughts or overtures of marriage, unlefs 
they were brought to them, in the way of the ancient 
Brethren’s order, by the elders of the congregation. This 
covenant pave afterwards occafion to the fingle Sifters 
eclebrating, fince 1745, every year, the 4th of May, 
as a memorial day, for a folemn renewal of their ca- 
vernant. 

Baron Frederic De Watteville, and Tobias Frederic, ameter 
of the count’s houfehold, received.a conmsifion; in 1729, 
according to the advice of the Apoftle Paul, 1 Cor. vi, 
to make a {peedy end of, and to compromife, the differences 
mhich might.arife-between Brethren, withaut going to daw. 
This was afterwardscalled, The Congregation-jadicature; ends 
in the times following, The College of Overfeers. But in order 

to 
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to preclude any ‘litigation with fweh ivhabitants, or their 
heirs, as fhould- prove ‘offenfive and ‘mifchievous ; it was 
unanimowfly agreed in 1736, that all the proprietors of 
houfes fhould, immediately wpon their beginning to build 
or to purchafe, execute a bond, implying that they, or their 
heirs, would, in fuch cafe, fell their houfes, and quit ‘the 
place, that, thus, pedce and good order might mot be dif- 
turbed either inwardly or outwardly. 

As the church-yard in Bertholdfdorf became too fmiall, 
and the way to it was very inconvement; a durying-ground 
of the congregation at Herrnhut was laid out in 1730, near 
the fo-called Hutberg, with permiffion of the count, us 
Iord &nd proprietor of the place; which, in refpect to its 
regulation, more refembles a pleafure-garden, than @ place 
of burial. 


§ 22. 


‘Tue count, and the three Brethren in intimate union 
with him, (§ 7.) had, for a confiderable time paft, kept 
up a blefled and ufeful correfpondence, not only with many 
great divines and ftatefmen, but alfo with noble families 
and princely perfonages, in and out of Germany. They 
were not unacquainted with the emigration of the Brethren 
‘out of Moravia, and their fettlement at Herrnhut. The 
particular regulation of this new place, and the bdieffed 
publication of the gofpel, by which a great ftirring was oc- 
cafioned in the circumjacent country, excited the attention 
of tiany fincere fouls, both far and near. Many came to 
hear afd {ee every thing themfelves: and thele either Maid 
there, ‘or carriéd a bleffing home with them; by whith 
means the good report of this work of God {pread more 
fad ntore. Bat newher were evil reports wanting. Fhete 
garg occafion to enquiries, which were not: left unan- 


fwered, The count, and other Breyhren, were invited to 
feveral 
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feveral places, This gave rife to Deputetions, to Denmark 
in 3727, to Sweden and England in 1725, to Livonia ta 
#29, to Switzerland in 1730, and to France in 17315 
and alfo to feveral places in Germany *. .I will only men- 
tion fuch of them, as have been immediately attended with 
important confequences, a little more circumftantially. 
The firft deputation after the blefled union of the 
Brethren, was made, Mm autumn 1727, to Copenbagen, to 
his royal highnefs prince Charles of Denmark. The Bre- 
thren Fore and David Niifchmann brought him, at his 
own defire, an account of the Brethren in Bohemia and 
Moravia, of their emigration and fettlement in Upper Lu- 
fatis, They were treated by him, and fevera] other per- 
fons of rank, in a moft kind and gracious manner. They 
had alfo an opportunity of communicating an account of 
their emigration and fettlement, in feveral places on their 
gurney, particularly to abbot Bre:thaupt at Magdeburg. 
= confequence of this deputation was not only the 
t’s perfona] acquaintance at the court of Denmark, 
but alfo the miffions among the Heathen in Greenland and 
in the Weft-Indies. 


§ 23. 
Tue hereditary prince Chriftian Erneft of Saxe-Saalfeld 


had invited the count to an interview, intending to place 
him, fome time*hence, at the helm of the government of 
his country. In this, the count neither could nor would 
engage: yet, towards the end of the year 1727, he 
made a journey to Sualfeld, Coburg, Bayreuth, Rudelfiadt, 
Sc. and had, in all thefe places, ufeful interviews with the 


® Such depatations, by which an account is brought to any 

n, either verbally or in writiog, at his own requek, moi 

not be confoanded with the miffions to the Heathen ; whith did 
not begin till fome time after. 


reigning 
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reigning princes, and other perfons of eminence, both in 
church and flates~bar Bid ndt negl&to feek and converte 
with people even of the loweft clafs, in whom he appre- 
hended fomething real and good. 

Upon his journey to Saalfeld, paffing through Jena, he 
became acquainted with'that eminent divine, Buddens, and 
with feverel clergymen, mafters of arts, and ftudents. His 
converfation proved a fingular bleffing to many, who re- 
quefted a farther information of the Brethren. 

As fome perfons in England alfo defired an account of the 
Brethren, David Nit{.bmann, Fubra Toelt{chig, and i¥enceflaus 
Neffer, fenior, were, in 1728, fent thither. The elders of the 
congregation furnifhed them with a letter to Dr. Buddeus ; 
in which they requeited him to publifh in German, for their 
ufe,* Comenius’s Hiflory of the Bobemian Brethren, written 
in Latin, which he had printed in 1702; giving him at the 
fame time an account of their prefent conftitution. He, in 
his anfwer, praifed God for the mercy fhown unto theny 
‘* which all,” as he exprefied it, ** who were not blinded ae 
*¢ earthly Jufts, muft admire ;” and promifed them to comply” 
with their requeft *.° He furnifhed the three Brethren, who 
were on their journey to London, with a recommendatory 
letter to the Rev. Mr, Zregenhagen, the king’s chaplain, and 
caufed the writings they had with them to be tranfcribed and 
tranflated into Latin by fome ftudents. Thefe became there- 
by defirous of a clofer acquaintance with the Brethren; and 
to that end entreated the count to vifit them again, 






§ 24. 


_ Tus gave the count an occafion to go again, in f{ummer 
1728, to Jena, with part of his family, confifting moftly 


* This, however, never was done, as he died foon after, 
The faid Huttory of the Brethren was printed ia German at 


Schwabach in the year 1739. . 
® 
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of fuch perfons as had devoted themfelves to the fervice of 
the Lord. There were, at that time, above an hundred 
mafters of arts and fudents ; who, inftead of the national 
clubs, otherwife cuftomary at univerfities, inftituted meet- 
ings for mutual edification ; and, befides their other ftudies, 
taught poor children in the free-fchools which were fet up 
in the fuburbs. Thefe f{chools were continued from 1729 
to the death of the late Mr. Brumbard, A. M. in 1742. 
Thefe ftudents endeavoured to profit by the count’s pre~ 
fence. He gave them leave, as he alfo did to fome citizens, 
to be prefent at the meetings of his family in Dantz’s gar- 
den-houfe. They were greatly delighted with what they 
had read and heard of the church-difeipline of the ancient 
Brethren, and of the union of their defcendents at Herrn- 
hut; and requefted the count to affift them in eftablifhing 
fuch an union among them alto, agreeable to the platform of 
the Moravian Brethren. Though he could not do this, yet 
made fome propofals tothem, how they might, with the 
an and under the dire€tion ~f Dr, Buddeus, eftadlifh, 
y means of his paftoral and parenetic le€tures, an Infutu- 
tion in form of a Collegium paflorale pradicum, or theolog:cal 
feminary, adapted to the circumftances of the univerfity, 
and their own future deftination. This Inftirtution took place 
Aug. 12th, 1728; and may be read at Jarge in the firft 
Volume of the Buedingen-Colleftion, p. 431. But as they 
did not proceed in it in a fimple manner, and took too 
many to it, and, moreover, depended too much on human 
authority ; the whole affair came to no confiftence. As 
the Jate Dr. Buddeus hefitated to take upon himfelf the 
direction of it, and the theological faculty of Jena foon 
afterwards publifhed a vindication of themfelves from cer- 
tain calumnies {pread abroad concerning them, in which 
alfo the count’s name and inftitutions were blended; many, 
for fear of being fufpected, withdrew themfelves from it; 
fome of whom afterwards, under various pretences, became 
adverfaries 
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adverfaries of the congregation of the Brethren. It would 
Le too prolix to alledge here more circumftances and anec- 
dotes concerning this affair. It may fuffice to mention, 
that many of thefe mafters of arts and ftudents, who were 
united with the congregation, came, after various viciffie 
tudes, partly to the Brethren, and have done them confi- 
derable fervices; and partly, by their public miniftry in 
their own religion, have produced much and thoufandfold 
fruit, with the bleffing and tn the fellowfhip of the Bre- 
thren’s congregation. In the years 1747, 1738, and 1730, 
*n Inftitution fill flourifhed in Jena, out of which the 
Seminary of the Brethren, adbering to the confeffion of Augf- 
burg, acquired fome important members for the fervice of 
the Brethren’s church among Chriftians and Heathens: and, 
befides thefe, by the mediation of the Brethren, many ca- 
techifts and private tutors were obtained, by means of 
this Inftitution, for divers places in Lutheran countries ; 
fome of whom have proved a good favour ; not to menfiy 
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the bleffing produced by it among the citizens of Jena® 


§ 2.53 


From ‘Jena the count repaired to Halle. The congre- 
gation had, even before, fent three Brethren with an ac- 
count of their emigration and prefent fituation to the divines 
there, fo much beloved by the count; particularly to Dr. 
Anton. By means of what they related, and by the accounts 
received from Jena, concerning the count’s and the Bre- 
thren’s bleffed retidence there, fome ftudents here had been 
alfo induced to eftablith a more intimate fellowfhip ansong 
themfelves, and. with the congregation of the Brethren. 
They, therefore, entreated the count to come from Jena 
alfoto Halle. Here he lodged in the houfe of Dr. Lange, 
and was entreated by the doétor’s fon, in the name of more 
than one hundred ftudents, to abide fome time with them ; 
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to read them afcetic leciures, and, for theit better preficien- 
cy in Chriftianity, to make fome regulations among them, 
ashad been done in Jena, The former he complied with, 
at the inftance of fome of the profeflors in <he univerfity, 
and infpectors of the orphan-houfe. But the latter he was 
obliged to decline; probably, becaufe it fprang merely from 
their own impulfe, and was not at the inftance of their pro- 
feffors, without whofe knowledge and approbation he did 
not chufe to interfere in any thing, On the other hand, 
he exhorted them to follow the late profeflor Franke’s good 
advice and method, under the guidance and direction of 
experienced men. 


§ 26. 


WHILE the count was ftill at Sena, he received intelli- 
cence, that fome well-meaning friends endeavoured to per- 
{wade the Brethren at Hlerrnhut, in order both to prevent a 
Perpotes perfecution, and to gain more fouls in thofe parts, 

drop their particular regulation, together with the deno- 
mination of. The Brethren, and to content themfelves purely 
with the Lutheran conftitution. As the foundation of this 
propofed alteration was feat of man and hypocrify ; the con- 
fequence would have infallibly proved a difcord exactly frmi- 
Jar to that which arofe in the fame way two years before, 
and the iflue of it, a total fchifm among themfelves, and 
the feparation of a great part of them from the Lutheran 
church. But not only fome few in Herrnhut, and thofe Mora- 
vian Brethren who were then with the count in Jena, pro- 
tefted, for themfelves, and sn the name of the abfent elders, 
againft this innovation, and the relinquifhing their par- 
ticular congregation: privileges; but the count alfo fhowed 
them the dangerous confequences of this compliance from 
fear of man, and advifed them, sot to make any alteration 
till the matter fhould be thoroughly examined to the bottom. 
Even the Brethren of Jena exhorted the Moravian Bre- 

thren, 
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thren, not to be afhamed of their forefathers, but, fol- 
lowing their example, to remain in brotherly union, and 
firmly to maintain a difcipline, which they had received by 
inheritance, and for which fo many worthy perfons in the 
Proteftant church had fighed in vain. This was done in 
the fo-called Letter of Union, which was figned by one 
hundred and two matters of arts and ftudents, many of 
whom have afterwards filled the moft weighty functions in 
the Proteftant church. 


§ 27. 


Tue Statutes, or articles of agreement, of 172%, which 
fome regarded as a new confefhion of faith, and confequent- 
ly as a diftinguifhing mark of a particular fect, had given 
occafion to this confufion, which, at the count’s return, 
was entirely removed. But, in order to cut off all occafion 
of offence, thefe ftatutes were now called, Injunctions and 
Prohibitions of the Magifirate*, which, though occafionally 
laid hefore the inhabitants, were not fubfcribed as hereta- 
fore. The thing itfelf tending to brotherly union, good 
difcipline and order, which had no other aim than mutual 
edification and eftablifhment in that which is good, could 
not be fet afide. But, left this might be looked upon.as a 
new religion, and the Brethren be, fome time, on that ac- 
count, compelled to give up their connection with the Pro- 
teftant church, and to feek liberty of confcience elfewhere ; 
it was faund neceflary to come toa right underftanding on 
this head, and to make a public declaration. The German 
and the Bohemian minifters of Gro/s Hennerfdorf, the parifh- 
minifter, and the court of juftice of Bertholdfaorf, were in- 


* In this and ather parts of Germany, a Jord of a diftriétora 
manor is a magiftrate. hat many regalia, can publifh injundtions 
and prohibitions, and has hts own courts forctvi! and criminal cafes, 
the inhabitants being hus fubyeéts and vaffals (The Editor.) 
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vited on this oceafion; and, in prefence of them, every 
thing neceffary was difcufled in the meeting-ball with all 
the male inhabitants of Herrnhut, and the declarations of 
the Brethren taken down in writing. Thefe declarations 
were delivered into the hands of the Impeizial notary, and 
folicitor to the lord-leutenant, Chriftian Gotthelf Marche, 
prefident of the court of judicature in Bertholdfdorf ; who, 
from thefe materials, drew up a notary’s inftrument or deed, 
which, on the 12th of Auguft 1729, was figned by eighty- 
three men of forty-feven different families, and ratified on the 
27th of September by the fubfcription of the count, as lord 
of the territory, and by the Rev, Mr. Rothe, the parifh- 
minifter - In this deed the Brethren firft give a narrative of 
the beginning of Herrnhut, declaring withal that they are 
neither feparatifts, nor a new fect; and that they have not 
been compelled to make this public declaration by any 
neceflity, or fear of perfecution ; but that, having, amidft 
fage,.a multiplicity of defamatory reports, waited hitherto 
fax a legal court of commiffioners from the fovereign, to 
examine into their intention and foundation, they now, 
prior to fuch an examination, would, of their own free 
will and motion, publicly make the declarations following : 
(1.) That the congregation of Moravian Brethren, from 
whom they defcended, have been acknowledged by the Reform- 
ers, (2.) agreeing with them in do¢trine, and only differing 
ina conftitution, which they (3.) had no occafion now to 
vindicate, as it had already been approved, commended, 
and applauded by Luther and other divines. (4.) That 
they were no violent Huffitcs, or diforderly Fratricettt ; 
but defcended from the Brethren’s Unity at Letite; and 
yet, (5-) without appealing to the foundation of their an- 
ceftors, were themfelves defirous of laying a true founda- 
tion in point of juftification. ‘* We acknowledge” (fay 
they) (6.) ‘* none for Brethren in any religion, who, 
“© having forfeited their baptifmal grace, are not wafhed 
‘6 by the fprinkling of the blaod of Chrift, and changed 
** throughs 
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throughout, proceeding in the fanctification of the fpirit. 
We acknowledge no vifible congregation of Chrift, but 
where the word of God is taught in fimplicity and purity, 
“© and the members, agreeably to it, Jead an holy life as 
“© children of God. (7.) Yet will we not be feparated 
from any one in any other Chriftian congregation, who 
triply believes in Jefus Chrift his Lord ; though he 
even fhould, mifled by others, or out of ignorance, pive 
“ a different expofition of one or another text of fcrip- 
“ture,” &'c, They guard themfelves (8.) againft latitu- 
dinanianifm, or mdifferentifm in religion, believing that 
the lofs of life and property 1s not to be compared with de- 
nying the leafttruth ‘They will (9.) maintain their church- 
difciphine, and acknowledge themfelves,(10 )at prefent, bound 
not to forfake the divine fervice in the church at Bertheldf 
dorf ; becaufe they find there a gathering of children of 
God, and the pure and unmixed doctrine, according to all 
the fundamental articies; while their liberty of con{cienee 
remained unreftrained. (11.) They efteem the confeffion of 
Augfburg as an excellent Chriftian performance. (12.) Not- 
withftanding all their refpect for the blefled martyr Hu/s, 
they no more chufe to be denominated Huffites, than Lu- 
therans; but will retain their ancient name, The Rrethren; 
hoping, (13.) that, amidft the enjoyment of their own pri- 
vate regulations, they fhall be indulged with the continu- 
ance of the protection, both of the fovereign of the country, 
and of their territorial lord ; and that, as much as they are 
averfe to complaining againft their calumnuators, fo much 
do they wifh, with ardent defire, fora folid examination of 
their whole cafe, 

The inftrament, upon which the particular regulation of 
Herrnhut is grounded, (for we ure not yet here {peaking of 
the Aforavian church-confiitution) may be feen at large in the 
firt Volume of the Buedingen-Colleciion, page 3. 
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§ 28. 


ALTHOUGH every one might, from this declaration, moft 
clearly difcern the fincere mind of the Brethren towards the 
Proteftant church, yet many well-meaning perfons fturabled 
at their particular regulation. “Though there were not now 
any apprehenfions of a perfecution on that account, as in 
the year 1728, and though they were under no neceffity to 
attempt any alteration, from fear of man; yet the count 
himfelf, at this time, offered to the confideraticn of the elders 
and helpers, out of love to peace, whether, to remove all 
noife, offence, and any obftruction to an union with other 
children of God in the Lutheran church, and to render 
themfelves more univerfally beneficial, and ufeful to others, 
they fhould not drop the conftitution and church-difcipline 

, efthe Brethren, and be entirely embodied in the Lutheran 
camftitution, without any farther difcrimination. Though he 
met with great oppofition from the Brethren ; yet he brought 
the matter fo far, that it was agreed to be propofed, on the 
“th of January 1731, to the congregation-councl, But by 
far the moft votcs determined that a conftitution of three 
hundred years ftanding, on account of which their fore- 
fathers had endured the moft eruel perfecutions, could not 
be fo abruptly given up, and their pofterity deprived of a 
jewel, which many Proteftants had admired and wifhed to 
have in their churches ; and that, without fuch a difcipline 
and order, a fpeedy difperfion, and the waxing cold in the 
apoftolic mind and zeal of thar forefathers, might be ap- 
prehended *. The count having endcavoured to anfwer their 
fcruples, and to evince the utility of a total conformity with 
the Lutheran church; it was refolicd (as we find it in an 


* A fimilar inftance and determination we find in the Hiftory 
of the Ancient Brethren, § 23. as reco.ded by La/fitius, Lib. iii. 
Account 
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Account of that time) that, “‘ in order to obviate all future 
‘© smputations on that head, we fhould, in this cafe, abfo- 
*¢ Jutely and {imply refign ourfelves to the entire will of our 
¢¢ Saviour, whether it fhould prove tu be for our total coa- 
$6 lhtion with the eftablifhed religion, without any farther re- 
“© ferye, or for the maintaining and ufing that conftitution 
“< whgch was particularly committed to our truft. TThere- 
«© fore, the two following lots were written, and, with fer- 
‘© vent prayer, one of them was drawn by a child of four 
“¢ years old: 


1. To them that are without law, be ye as without law, 
(being not without law to God, but under the law to 
Chrift,) that ye may gain them that are unuthout law. 
t Cor. ix. 21. 


2. Therefore, Brethren, fiand faft, and hold the traditions 
auhich ye have been taught. 2 Theil. u. 15. 


“<The laff was diawn. We entered, from that day, into 
** a covenant with each other, to remain upon this footing, 
¢¢ and in rhis conftitution to carry on the work of the Lords 
‘¢ and to preach his gofpel in all the world and amone all 
“© nations, whitherfoever he fhould be pleafed to fend and 
‘¢ fcatter us abroad, and fang, 


“© Guard thou us, in thy affair, 
‘© With the holy watchers’ care.” 


§ 29. 


THE count, at the fame time, perfevered in his fleady 
attachment to the Lutheran church. He did his bef to 
be of fervice to it, and to fupport the bleffed inftruments 
of God in it. He had become acquaisted with fome faithful 
clergymen tn Sifefa, and, among them, particularly with the 
Rev. Mr. John Adam Stecnmetz, minifter of the Proteftane 
tolerated church of Te/chen, which was attended by more 

than 
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than thirty thuufand Lutherans out of the circumjacent parts. 
With this clergyman he bound himfelf ta propagate the 
kingdom of Jefus, “Thefe minifters having veen accuied by 
their own collcagues of pietuifm, the count faithfully inte- 
refted hinfelfin cheir favour. He wrote on thetr behalt tn 
4728 to the emperoi ’s confeflor, Father Poennemann, giving 
inftructions to his agent at Vienna to proceed farther kn that 
afar. But the depofing and expelling thefe fincere minifters 
having been refolved upon in the interim, he took pains to 
procure them employments in other places. By his good 
offices with the margrave of Bayreuth, he ettz¢ted fo much, 
that the Rev. Mr. Steinmetz was nominated superintendent 
at IVex/fadt upon the A:/ch; from which place he was after- 
wards called to be the abbot of the Proteftant Ciorfier Bergen 
near Magdeburg. 


§ 30. 


TreEse efforts in behalf of the oppreffed minifters and other 
aggrieved perfons in Silefa, have, probably, contributed to 
the frft controverfial writing publithed asainft the congrega- 
tion of the Brethren; which was afterwards followed by 
many others. In 1729, an Account of a new Sed?, which was 
making great Progrefs in Upper Lufatia and in Silefia, made its 
appearance ; written by the Jefuit Chartes Regent, a miffion~ 
ary in Silefia, “This man was chagrined that he could effect 
nothing with the Schwenkfelders, whom he wanted to bring 
over to his own religion, and that the count had interefted 
himfelf in their favour. The count returned no kind of an- 
{wer to this controverfial piece; but could not hinder the 
Rev. Meffieurs Schaefer, Schwedler, and Rothe, who were 
afperfed in the fame, from refcuing their innocence, in 
2 piece, under the tile of, Teftimony to the Truth of the Con- 
gregation at Herrnhut, &c. In the mean time, this caufed 
{ome Lutheran divines, who had never feen any other ac- 
count of Herrnhut, to write fome pieces againft the congre- 
gation. But they foon fubmitted to better information. 

Befides 
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Befides this, various reports and defcriptions of the count 
of Zinzendorf and the Moravian Brethren were circulated, 
chiefly through fuch as fought that which is good, but 
could nat comprehend the proceedings of the count and the 
cethren’s congregation. Well-meaning perfons expected 
a reply tp them, But the count would not engage in a paper- 
war, alJédging his reafons for this conduct in his firf? public 
Declaration to bis Adverfaries, in the year 1729, which may 
be feen in the Buedingen-Collection, Vol. I, p. 29, and which 
expreffes, in a concife and cogent manner, the character he 
maintained towards his opponents to the very laft. Huis 
words towards the conclufion are as follow: ‘* The world 
‘s hates me; that is but natural. Some of my mother’s 
© children are angry with me; this is grievous. The 
‘© former is not of fuficient importance to me, that I fhould 
<< lofe my time with it, and the others are too important to 
‘© me, to put them to fhame by an anfwer. I content my- 
“¢ felf with giving a fatisfactory account to fuch as have a 
‘¢ right to enquire about me, &c,” 

To fay any thing more concerning the ftate of this con’ 
troverfy, both the brevity and the defign of my prefcnt un 
dertaking will not pe:mit. I will only add, that the con- 
gregation, by occafion of the many contradiCtory «cports, 
made a Pr svate Declaration to a certain Divine, in the following 
year, 1730; which, though tt cannot be looked upon as a con- 
feffion of faith, may yet pafs for a clear explanation of their 
mind in refpect to, and in behalf of, the Auguftan confef- 
fion: as they, moreover, at the two hundred years’ jubilee 
of this creed, very particularly fhowed the fhare they took 
in it by an ode fet to mufic, in which they adopt and appro- 
priate to themfelves the very lively fentiments, full of faith, 
of Luther and fame of the firft conicflors. 





§ 31. 
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§ 31. 


By means of fuch various reports, the congregation be- 
came more extenfively known, Letters were conti.waily 
received, requefting not only an account cf the {al {tate 
of the congregation, but alfo Brethren to be fent to dfferent 
parts: infomuch that, in the year 1728, I find it remarked, 
that in one day above fifty letters were received from Halle, 
Jena, and other places ; which were diftributed among feve- 
ral Brethren to be anfwered by them. Many came thtem- 
felves, in order to fee every thing ; among whom were per- 
fons of high rank. Some of thefe vifits have been attended 
with very blefled confequences for whole countries. To 
other places where i¢ was defired, even to the courts cf feve- 
ral princes, Brethren have been difpatched with an account 
of the emigration and prefent conftitution of the Moravian 
Brethren. The count himfelf had, on his going again to 
Jena, an opportunity of fpeaking with feveral of thefe great 
perfonages, and alfo with other princes, counts, and perfons 
of quality, together with many learned men and eminent 
divines ; of piving them a reafon of the hope that was in 
him and in his Brethren, of laying before them the flate of 
the congregation, and of recommending to them the truth as 
it is in Jefus. 

When the Brethren heard of great emotions among the 
Proteftants in Salzburg, Melchior Nit{chmann, though con- 
trary to the advice of the count and moft of the Bicthren, 
refolved to vifit them. He fet out for that place in 1728, 
in company with George Schmidt, by way of Bohemia, where 
they intended to vifit the Bohemian Brethren about Lititz, 
mentioned in §.14. But they were betrayed in Bohemia, 
and put in pufon, “hough the count exerted himfelf to 
the utmoft for their deliverance; yet the former ended his 
days, in 172g, in a fevere imprifonment at S¢hildberg in Bo- 

hemia ; 
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hemia; and the latter was kept in prifon fix years, before he 
recovered his liberty. However, even thefe fufferings, and 
the death of a confeffor of Jefus, were not without a bleff- 
ing in thofe parts, as I have been informed from the mouths 


of many of thofe Bohemians who then were opprefled, but 
afterwards emiprated, 


§ 32. 


AMONG the many great divines in and out of Germany, 
to whom both writt:n aud verbal accounts were fent con- 
cerning the emigration and fettlement of the Moravian Bre- 
thren, their regulation, and the renewal of the Unity of the 
Brethren, was in particular Daniel Erneft Fablonfky, chap- 
lain wi chief to his mayefty the king of Pruffia, a fon of the 
Jaft Moravian bifhop’s fon-in-law, rhentioned in § 45 of 
the Ancient Hiflory of the Brethren. This grandfon of 
Comenius had been chofen bifhop, or fenior, of the Unity in 
Poland ; and, with the confent of the elector Frederic III, 
confecrated on the 20th of March 1699, at the fynod of Liffa 
in Great Poland. 

The account of this little flock of Bohemian-Moravian 
Brethren, ** which” (as he expreffes himfelf in his anfwer, 
dated Auguift the 13th 17.9,) ‘* has been fo defpicable in 
“© the eyes of the world, but was, in their time, the har- 
“<< binger and the dawn of the Reformation,” excited in him 
great joy and gratitude to God. He acknowledged them to 
be the true and worthy defcendents of the Bohemian Bre- 
thren, commended their union, and wifhed they might be 
better known to the church of Chrift *, 

With 


* In his Apologetic Epofle to Mr, De Mauclere, ( Bued, Colle, ¥. 
Pp. 351-) where, amongtt others, are ther words: 

‘** Ea (Ecclefola) folis fere exulibus Bohemis et Moravis, eo 

*< tanguam ad afylum confluentibus, conftat; quit fub cruce 

«© praxin Chriftianifmi edofti, pofiquam huc dejati funt, et ap- 

‘© pellationibus fchifmaticis et rixis theologicis valere jaffis, ia 

“© unum 
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With this worthy and venerable old man, and, at that 
time, eldeft bifhop of the Brethren, the cownt continued to 
cultivate 4 correfpcndence, advifing with him, as early as 
1730, concerning his entering into holy orders: the confe- 
quences of whic.’ will be feen in the two fucceeding Parts of 
this Hiftory. 


§ 33. 


AxsouT this time, not only Moravian Brethren and Lu- 
therans, together with fome of the Reformed, lived at Herrn- 
hut in lovely harmony; but feveral Separatilts, and even 
Schwenkfelders who, having been expelled Silefia, were re- 
ceived by fome noblemen in Upper Lufatia, had repaired to 
Herrnbut and Bertholdfderf, and were treated there with all 
due patience and indulgence, until they were either brought to 
rights again by conviction of the truth, or could betake them- 
felves to other places. Thefe, who partly were well-meaning 
and upright people, though bigotted to various opinions, and 
partly refractory and diforderly, may, very likely, by fevcral 
offenfive expreffions, and by their irregular conduct, have 
occafioned many evil reports concerning the congregation. 
Neverthelefs a retreat to the congregation was, upon mature 


“* unum hie coetum coalefcunt, unoque ore et corde Deum lau- 
“« dantes, fidem profitentur, quz per amorem operans eit; ut hic 
*< genuinos Sendomirienfium potteros agnofcere queas. Qu 
“* ses ut Eccleiz Chrifliane plenius innotefcat, prorfus meretur.” 


In Enghih thes: This fmall church coniifts almof entirely of 
Bohemian and Moravian exiles, who from many parts retired hither 
(to Herrnhut) as to an afylum. They, taught under the crofs 
the practice of Chrifltianity, being at length arrived art this place, 
and having laid afide all {chifmatical names and theological dif- 
putes, are here growing together in one congregation, and, pratfs 
ing God with one mouth and heart, profefs the faith which work- 
eth by love: infomuch, that we may eafily difcern in them the 
genuine defcendents from thofe Brethren, who entered into the 
Agreement of Sendomir. (See duc. Hiff.§ 33.) This event truly 
deferves to be fully known to the Chriftian Church, 


confider- 
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confideration, granted to perfons who, howfoever prepo{- 
feffed againft the eftablifhed religion, and fallen into error, 
were yet fincere, and concerned for their own falvation. 
This retreat was granted to them with a view, on the one 
hand, to remove them aut of the way of perfecution, and to 

heir own or their children’s fouls; and, on the other 
hand, \o deliver the eftablifhed religion from people capable 
of crgating much external difturbance and internal hurt *, 
Here endeavours were ufed to fet them to rights, to render 
their abode at Herrnhut, without any conftraint of confci- 
ence, unprejudicial to the rcft of the inhabitants ; and, while 
a condefcenfion, in matters of indifference, was wifely fhown 
them, as well as inflexible firmnefs in the main points, the 
fole foundation of doctrine ; to reconcile them, hy degrees, 
to the evangelical dodtrine and Proteftant conftitution +. Ie 
muft be acknowledged, tothe glory of the grace of God, 
that this method, fo much recommended by all true Proteft- 
ant divines, brought many fouls, out of their labyrinth of 
error, into the right path, and made them ufeful members 
of the congregation of the Brethren; who, inftead of create 
ing difturbances in the Proteftant church, as they had done 
before, afterwards :endered it many fignal fervices, Thus the 
Brethren looked upon all the pains they had taken with them, 
as richly recompenfed ; and were abundantly comforted on 
account of all the flanders and reproaches they were obiiged 
to bear for their fakes. 


* The well-known Jobx Chriftian Edelmann, who in 1736 was 
upon the point of fittsng down quietly and contentedly at Herrn- 
hot, but was hindered by feveral fanatical seprefentations, and 
who caufed afterwards fo much uneafinefs to the whole church, ts 2 
proof of this. (See his Letter in the Bued, Cofle?. III. p 684.) 


+ The Declaration of the Congregation at Herrnbut towards the 
Separatifis (in the Freywillige Nu ble. p. 22g.) 1s fo complete 
and ciear for the evangelical doctrine and conftitution, and 
againit all feparati{m ane indifferenti{m, that we ought to explain 
from thence the following condefceniion to that clafs of men. 


4 About 
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About the year 1730, the efforts and overtures of perlons, 
Spartl yehieHe fate DivBplnivs aidd, AIP pacthy GT para 
reiftionlewaylof shiskife, to unite wit Merthhdt, were tot 
dm agitation +> Many came to feo tHe! edngtepation; #hd 
fame Wad. Others folicned for’ Brethren to tkké-therh-in- 
denthcic care; and to revive and. reogver the ‘débetiepitad 
ftate of things .by, ufeful regulatrons. Many Brethfen had 
‘gven conceived 4 good opimon of thofe who werkt urMder the 
genexal opprobrious names of Pictits and Separatifts, and 
nfed their endeavours to unne them with the congregation. 
But the count, whofe mind was not: to deftroy any prtof in- 
fijtutien, or to blend it wth that of Herrnnut, dedhed to 
obtain. a -more intimate acquaintance with them, in éheir 
princspal places of refidence ; to keep them, 1f poflibie, at:a 
diftance fiom the Moravian Brethren, and yet, to promote 
as much real good among them, as they were capable.of 
RECEIVING. 


§ 34. 


From this motive, the count made a journey to Berle 
‘Barg and Schwarzenau, in the county of Httgenflein. The 
“nafter of the houfehold to the count of Berleburg, Mr. De 
Kélkrent, had m 1729, on a journey through Heirnhuf, re~ 
ceived a bleffed impreffion of the harmony among the Bre- 
thren, and ciyen high commendations of it to his lor , -the 
‘¢ount, who had granted an afylum to many who were pegle- 
€nted on account of their particular opinigns. He gave the 
Kouiit: of “Zinzéndorf an invitation to “Come” to Berlebur 
With the tequeft to bring about an union, and eftabh cm cal 
“Sider anion g people who meant well, But weig fallen intg 
Varidus contentions. Here refided alfo the famous Chri/fia- 
mus Democritus, of Dippel. The count bade before. wyitien 


dveok yet ae n 


a letter to, him, -aleidng him Dt t@ taajch.ushe my fherics. ast 


seligion, but rathorte Sontisine his foWnePattclins tod Tate 
sad philo- 
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philofephical errors. The count ¢paceived hopes, by an 
interview, to reconcile to the eftablifhed church this danger. 
ous man, who had been formerly in a better way, but was 
drawn afide by the controverfies then fubfifting. He was 
the more ftrengthened in this hope, as Dippel’s efteem for 
his peérfon was not unknown to him: and he was received 
by him, as well as by the other heads of the parties, with 
great joy. During the eight days of his refidence there, he 
heard all their various opinions with great condefcenfion 
and patience; gave them folid anfwers to every point, with- 
but rendering them ftill more ftiffmecked by refutations: 
and yet, ftood firmly and fimply upon the clear words of 
the holy fcriptures, againft all the objections of reafon, and 
the fallies of fancy ; and then comprifed the whole in certain 
fundamental pofitions of the truth ; which he clearly demon- 
ftrated, and confirmed by words taken from the holy fcrip~ 
tures, at the general afiemblies for worfbip, attended by 
them all, even by Dippel himfelf, under a plentiful effufion 
of tears *. The iffue was, that the heads of the feveral 
parties united themfelves, in the prefence of fome minifters 
of the county, upon certain points, which were on the rath 
of September figned by them all, and which may be found 
in the Buedingen-Collection, Vol I. page 40. This was 
a"fo the cafe, when the count fpent four days at Schwarzenan. 
The plan of the propofed reformation in that place and dif- 
tridt, is to be met with in the Bued. Collect. Vol. I. p. 361. 

From hence it is evident that the proper intention was, 
after removing all dangerous opinions and exerciles, to bring 
thefe people, fo’much at variance one with another, back to 
the fimplicity and purity of gofpel-truth, and to unite them 
together, This was done, not oniy with the knowledge, 


° There was fach « general emotion in the minds of all pre- 
fent, that even many Jews atked leave to attend the meetings, andy 
at Jeakt for that time, bore witnefs to the trath. ° 


L, but 
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but at the inftance of their éivil and ecclefiaftical fuperiors, 
and with {uch a divine power and wifdom as exifts in the 
Gmplicity of the gofpel alone. But, as the count could not 
flay long enough to tend this work of grace properly, and 
Dippe] broke with the Brethren Afartin Dober and Daud 
Kriegelficin, who were afterwards fent thither, abouc the 
fimple truths of the catechifm; every thing fell back again 
into its former confufion, and the heads of thefe fmall fetts 
became fo much the more bitter againft the count, the more 
they were afhamed of their not having been able to with-hol* 
ther teftimony to the fimple truth of the all-fufficiency of 
the merits of Chrift, 


§ 35. 


Whuitr the count was vet at Schwarzenau, he was in- 
vited to Wetteravia, by deputies from the JInfpired, or 
French Prophets, who had before been vifited by two Brethren 
who found entrance among them. He fet out on a journey 
thither, in order to make himfelf acquainted with the con- 
pregations of the fo-called French Prophcts. He fpoke at 
their meetings at Buedingen, and in other places, in the fim- 
plicity of the gofpel, but with a penetrating power, by which 
moft of them, and efpecially Frederic Rock, the only and lait 
of them, who had Jxz/piratrons, or fo-called divine prophetic 
utterances, were ftruck and obliged to fubmmt. In his in- 
terviews with the heads of their party, who aimed at an 
union with Herrnhut, he blamed them for effeeming their 
infpirations, which, in the circumftances attending them, 
were, In DIS Opinion, very hideous, and far from being con~ 
formable to the meek fpirit of the New Teftament, equally, 
as a rule of faith and practice, with the boly {criptures 
for feparating themfelvcs from other Chriftian congregations, 
and. making nothing of the facraments of bapti{m and the 
Lord’s fupper, which Chrift had inftituted, and without 
which no aflembly can be acknowledged a congregation of 

Chrift, 
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Cort.’ They took every: thitie daed tonfideration, and int. 
tended to confult about it with theirettof the dun srepations 
of theit own ‘perftrafion. Some'of them), amtong whoth was 
Frederic Rock himfelf, made foon aftet, ‘in 1932, 2 vifit’ to 
Herrnhut, where they met with a reception attended: with 
more love and condefcenfion, than is eafy td be conipre- 
hended by fuch whofe hearts are not fillcd with the fame ‘dea 
gree of patience and mecknefs. Upon the count’s refiding, 
fince 1736, with his family in Wetteravia, they renewed 
their negotiations with the Brethren. But thefe were foon 
interrupted, fince they perfifted in their own notions, atid 
thus nothing could be effected with them, 


§ 36. 


To the endeavours for gaining and bringing to sights the 
Separatifts and other fincere, though erroneous, minds, be» 
Joogs alfo the publication of Mr. Marche’s hymn-book, 
entitled, A Collection of fpiritual and pleafant Hymns, 17315 
The count endeavoured to get out of the hands of thefe peo~ 
ple, and of many Brethren themfelves, who {till imagined 
to find a depth of wifdonr in obfcure myftic hymns, thofe 
that were of this kind, by this very method of inferting 
many of the moft tolerable myftic hymns among the ufual 
church-hymns, after the former had been purged from va-~ 
rious errors. Had he Jeft out all the hymns of this caft, or 
even rejected them with fevere cen{ures ; the friends of myf- 
ticifm would, in that cafe, have been fo mitich the more 
véhement advocates for them, And would not on any account 
have ateepted the ancient chuich and other found hymns. 
But, as they, however, found fomething which they fought 
for, they were fatisfied with the reft; till, by frequent ule, 
they got fiith a relifh for them, that they became weaned 
from, ahd forgot, thew former dangerous, favourite hymas : 
after which, ‘this iymn-book, i in whith, notwithfapding 

L 2 the 
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Git tevifion, fome dubious expreffions fill remained, could 
be fet afide without any farther fcruple. 

i There is mo doubt but fuch endeavours, and efpecially 
the nepotiations with the Separatifts and the French Prophets 
above-mentioned, drew upon the count and the congrepa- 
‘tioh many unfriendly cenfures from divines, and as much 
Bitternefs, hatred and defamation from the heads of thefe 
feveral parties. But they have been, at the fame time, at- 
tended with this benefit to the Brethren themfelves, that 
they, fince then, became more firmly grounded upon the 
doftrine of the merits of Jefus; and yet many of that clafs 
of people were gained over to the fame fimple mind and 
foundation. 


§ 37. 


THe journey which the count made in the year 1731 té 
Copenhagen, to the coronation of Chriffian VI, does not, 
indeed, in the fame degree as many other journies and tranf- 
actions of his, here briefly taken noti¢e of, belong to this 
Hiftory, but rather to the Memoirs of his Life. Neverthelefs, 
inafmuch as it has been attended with confequences to the 
caufe of the congregation, I muft here mention it likewife. 

He had been Jong known and efteemed at the court of Den- 
mark ; and he thought that, by engaging with that court, 
he might be freed from his troublefome office at Drefden,’ 
which took him too much from the labour in the congrega- 
tion. He found great favour with all the royal family, and 
at court partly admirers and well-wifhers, and partly invidi- 
ous and fecret enemies. All the places which were propofed 
te hia, required his perfonal attendance: but he would ac- 
eept of mone that kept him at a diftance from his beloved 
Herrnhut, and could be an hinderance to his executing the 
defigne of God. Thus he was obliged to decline all the 
‘propofale made him, and could onty accept of the Order of 

Dambrog, 


4 
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Danebrog, with which he was invefted on the 5th of June, 
without any application for tt on his part, and even. contrary 
to his inclination and remonftrance. The king repafed fuch 
confidence in him, as to defire him to propofe a. warthy 
per(on for a court-chaplain and profeffor in the univerfity. 
The choice fell upon the Rev. Mr. Reu/s, a matter of arts, 
and leéturing tutor at Tuebingen, who, tagether with the 
Rev. Mr. Ste:nbofer, M.A. was a year before become ag- 
quainted with Herrnhut. The proper advantage of this 
journey, which afterwards drew upon his perfon a great.dgal 
of envy and calumny, was not only his acquaintance. wath 
many worthy divines, and other awakened fouls, in Den- 
mark; but, principally, its proving the occafion to the 
firft miffions of the Brethren among the Heathen. I find, 
indeed, that the Brethren, even as early as 1728, upon a 
day of thankfgiving and prayer, when accounts were read 
of the kingdom of God, {poke of, and expreffed their withes 
to bring the gofpel to, the Negroes, the Laplanders, and the 
Greenlanders ; that to many this appeared impoffible: but 
that the count exprefled a lively hope, that this would ance 
be the cafe. I find, moreover, that he, even in 1727, gave 
it in charge to the Brethren fent to Copenhagen, (§ 22.) 
to make an enquiry about the ftate of the Greenlanders. 
But hitherto an occafion had been wanting to a miffion 
among the Heathen, which now offered itfelf at Capen- 
hagen, by an acquaintance which the count and his do- 
meftics made with the Nepra-valet de chambre of count 
Leurwig, mater of the horfe. This Negra related to them 
the miferable condition of the Negroes in the ifland of St. 
Thomas, and the longing of many, and efpecially of hig 
fifter, to be made acquainted with the way of falvation. 
This left a deep impreflion upon the count; and, having, 
et bis return to Herrnhut, {poken of it to the congregation, 
two-lively young Brethren, Leasbara Dober and Tobjas Den 
pold,, were, powerfully excited agd moved to.go among thefe 
Heathens. The !atter mentioned his defire in wring. 

L 3 Whilf 
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Whitt His Teter Was reaiting tothe congregation, the Bre- 
tHrén ‘HH pboto Stdch and Frederic Bochnifth formed the refo- 
lito of exprefirie their défire to go to Greenland, The 
fit wientoned Brethren were confirmed is this mind, and 
{doie others moved to it, by the arrival of the above-men- 
tioned Negro Amen at Herrnhut upon a vifit, when he was 
ptrmitted to deliver to the affembled congregation his account 
of ‘the Negroes. 

“How this aim was accompl:fhed, will be fhown in the 
following Part. It may alfo be feen in the Hiffory of Green- 
land, Book v. § 1, 2. 


§ 38. 


Ar his return t10m Copenhagen, the count found above 
feventy new exilcs from Motavia. This caufed no {mall 
fiir. The count was accufed of fending his emiflaries to 
Moravia and Bohemia, in order to inveigle people from 
thence; and various things were printed againfl him 1n Si- 
lefia, He complained of it to the Imperial confeffor, father 
Toennemann; and received for anfwer that a ftop thould be 
put to it, which was alfo done. He received, however, an 
admonition from the electoral court os Saxony, relative to 
the emigration out of Moravia, and his reply gave fatisfac- 
tron for that time. 

Indeed, the emigration out of Moravia would not have 
made fo great a noife, had not that out of Bohemia fullowed 
yamediately upon it; and this at the very time, when many 
thoufands went out at once from the archbifhopric of Sa/z- 
Aurg, and retired to Pruffia and America, A great deal 
of the commotions in Bohemia being alfo laid to the charge 
of the counts; as indeed all diforderly motons of this kind 
were thea Jaid aft his door, though he was himfelf the fuf- 
ferer ; 1 cannot avoid relating fomething of it alfo out of 
the Hiftoria o Cyrkuy Cusfhe ( Hi/tory of the Babemian Church), 
which was afterwards compiled at Berlin by fome of thefe 
very Bohem:an exiles. 

Henrictta 
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Henrietta Sophia de Gerfderf, then lady of Grofs Hennerf. 
dorf, an aunt of the count’s, had, after the deceale of hig 
grandmother, received about feven Bohemian families, who 
had lived many years before in Upper Lufatia, and appointed 
the ftudent Fohn Liberda of Upper Silefia affiftant-{chool- 
mafter of the orphan-houfe, which her deceafed mother had 
founded, By means of his fermons and other meetings of 
edification, a great awakening enfued among the Bohemians, 
who came hither on a vifit from Zittau, Drefden, and Geb- 
hardfdorf on the confines of Silefia. Whey began to hold 
mcetings in the: own places too; and, being perfecuted on 
that account, fome of them made their retreat to Hennerf- 
dorf, and rendered the Bohemian cvlony there confiderable, 
Some went to Bohemia, preached to their countrymen, and 
Iced many of them out, mfomuch, that this colony encreafed 
in four years to four hundred perfons. The lady of the 
manor, who was not well affected towards the count and 
his inftitutions, intended to fet up thefe Bohemian emigrants 
in oppofition to the Moravian Brethren, and to fettle a kind 
of Anti-Herrnhut. Liberda, who firft ftood in a confidential 
conne¢tion with the Brethren at Herrnhut, was alfo drawn 
into this oppofition. They built a place for the Bohemians, 
called Scheenbrunn, at the foot of an hu] behind Hennerf. 
dorf. Bur it was not Jong, before the lady fell out with the 
Bohemians for various political and ceconomical reafons. 
To this came the mandate from the electoral court, that 
the lords of manors in Upper Lufatia fhould no longer 
receive any exiles out of the emperor’s domintons ; and that 
they fhould forbid their fubjects to draw people out of Bohe- 
mia. ‘The Bonemians were now enjoined to take the oath 
of allegiance to their Jady, and at the fame time to promife 
that they would go no more into Bohemia to draw people 
from thence ; not to meet in jarge numbers, and, leatt of 
all, to expound the fcripture in private houfes, &c. Againft 
this, eighteen men protefted in the name of the reff; who 
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were obliged to quit the place, On the other hand, the 
colony prefented a memorial to the Jady of the manor, defir- 
Ing, aynong, other, things, to have a church of their own, 
the libérty of chufing their own miniffers, and the diftri- 
buting the collections for the poor; to appoint officers of 
juftice out of their own company, &c. The men who 
prefented this memorial, were put into gaol. The con- 
fequences of thefe things will be related in the following 
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rom the firft Commiffion at Herrnbut in 1732, %@ 
the fecond Conimiffion in 1736. 


§ 39- 


VEN before the difturbances an account of the Bo- 
: hemians broke fully out, the Imperial ambaffador at 
the court of Saxony had lodged a complaint againft inveig!- 
ing the emperor’s fubjeCls out of their own, and receiving 
them in another country. The fufpicion fell upon the 
count and the congregation at /Y¥errnhut ; and the very per- 
fons, who gave occafion to thefe diforders, charged them 
upon him and the congregation, with much plaufibility. 
As many other ftrange reports of Herrnhut were circu- 
lated, the court appointed an examination touching thefe 
accufations ; which proved fo much the more acceptable to 
the Moravian Brethren, as they had been hitherto in a fate 
of fufpenfe, whether they might, or might not, upon fuch 
groundlefs charges, be deprived of the protection of government 
| without 
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without ah hearing, and delivered up again to their former 
jords. The prefident of the principality of Goerditz, baron 
Gerfdorf of Reichenbach, to whom this examination was 
committed, came to Herrnhut, attended with the official 
fecretary, January roth 1732. He, firft of all, explained 
to the Brethren the defign of the commiffion; which was, 
to examine whether fubjects had been inveigled out of Mo- 
yavia and Bohemia, (for, as to the reception of voluntary 
emigrants, there was no complaint) and then to be informed 
of their doctrine and conftitution. The day following, be- 
ing Sunday, the commiffioner attended all the meetings, 
in which no alteration at all was made on account of their 
prefence; but the Biethren rather fpoke and acted with more 
freedom, in order that the fupreme magiftrate might obtain 
a true and cntire conception of their doctrine and con- 
Ritution. 

{ will here bricfly mention the order of the mectings from 
the account given of this commiffion. On Sunday morn- 
ing, from five to fix o’clock, was the ufual daily mecting 
for prayer at Herrn>' t. Then they went to Bertho!dfdorf 
to, church, where the Rev. Mr, Rothe preached; who alfo 
in the afternoon delivered a difcourfe at Herrnhut to great 
numbers of ftrangers* from the cities and villages round 
about: upon which Mr, Steinhsfer repeated the fermon to 
thofe inhabitants of Heirnhut, who could not go to church ; 
which the count otherwife commonly did. The count then 
delivered fhort exhortations, or homilies, to the refpedtive 
choir-divifions, from the children to the widows. The 
children weie carechifed upon the fubject of a verfe; and 
one of them concluded with a prayer. A portion of fcrip- 
ture was read and expounded to the adults. ‘I he commil- 


* Thefe were partly come to fee what would be the end of 
Hermmhut. Foric had, even then, many invidious and mate- 


volent enemies, who, upon every occaficn, hoped for its de- 
firuction, 
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fioner was prefent at all thefe’ meetings. After this, the 
parifh-minifter was interrogated by the commiffioner con- 
cerning this congregation, of which he could give no other 
than a good teftimony. The count clofed the day with a 
difcourfe on Pfalm xix. 

January 21ft, after the ufual morning-meeting, the com- 
miffion was opened, ana the whole congregation were called 
to it in the hall. The commiffioner, after an addrefs to 
the congregation, ordered the Moravian emigrants, from 
above twenty places, forty of whom had fuffered impri- 
fonment, to ftep forward; when he interrogated each of 
chem in reference to the circumftances of their awakening, 
oppreffions, and imprifonment ; alfo to the true defign and 
occafion of their emigration, ordering every thing to be faith- 
fully minuted. Afterwards, the grounds of the particular regu- 
lations of the congregation and its inftitutions were examin- 
ed into. The day following, the commiffioner took a 
view of the orphan-houfe, and the inftitution for boys 
brought up to icarning ; when the children were examined 
and catechifed ; of the apothecary’s fhop, and the habitation 
of the fingle Brethren. Mean while, fome private quef- 
tions were put by the fecretary to the helper, Martin Dober, 
and both the queftions and anfwers minuted. After 
which the commiffioner fet out on thcir departure well fa- 
tsficd ; a memorial having been prefented to them in the 
name of the congregation, in which a plain and full nar- 
rative was given of their defcent and revolutions fince the 
year 1457, together with the tru~ reafons and the ciicum- 
ftances of their empration, and of their difpofition towards 
their prefent government, and the Proteftant church. The 
count accompanied the acts of the commiffion with a 
letter to the king, and with an ample Deauction addrefled 
to the Privy-Cauncil at Drefden, in which he explained bimfelf 
clearly concerning: the regulations of the congregatron. 
What effedtsthis examination had upon the commiffioner, 
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and how his report turned ont, may be feen by his friendly 
letter, written afterwards to the count *, 


§ 40. 


Now the congregation at Herrnhut was in hopes of at~ 
taining to, and continuing at, reft. But they were foon 
after involved in the difturbances on account of the Bohe- 
mians, mentioned in § 38. The men who had been fent 
away from Grofs Hennerfdorf, together with a great number 
of other difcontentcd Bohemians, came to. Herrnahut, and 
folicited for permiffion to dwell there. All the houfes were 
filled with them, and many encamped in the ftreets. All 
poflible care was taken of their fouls and bodies, and fo 
much the more, as they were extremely poor, and had 
among them many that were dangcroufly fick. Yet the 
count would not grant them a fettlement on his domain, 
without a diicharge from their former Jady; on which ac- 
count he wrote to his aunt, that fhe would be pleafed to 
fignify to him fuch of them as fhe could and would part 
with. In her anfwer, wherein fhe previoufly acquitted 
him of the fufpicion he had hitherto lain under, as if he 
had fupported thefe people in their refractorinefs, fhe re- 
lated the grounds of thefe difturbances, much 1n the fame 
way as has been mentioned above, referving to herfelf a 
claim tothem all. The count, of confequence, was under 
a neceffity of ordering all thcfe people to leave the place, 
though there may have been many well-difpofed minds 
among them, who, by a prudent indulgence, might have 
been brought into order. He offered to write to their 
former lady, and intercede for them. But they fent de- 


* This letter is publifhed in the Bued:agen-Colle@ion, Vol. II, 
fi. 299, aod exprefies-the prefident’s great fatisfation at the ex- 
ecution of his commiffion ; hia high efteem for the connt, and 
for the elders and congregation at Herrohut, (The Editor.) 
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puties to the tertitory of Bayreuth,’ ‘to ‘leek a fettlement for 
themfelves, either there, orin the Empire. But, having met 
with none, the Rev. Mr. Steinmetz, then fuperintendent, 
and the Rev. Mr Sarganck, the head-mafter of the fchool, 
at Neuftadt on the Aifch, advifed them fo repair to the Bran- 
denburg dominions ; as it is related in the Aiforta o Cyrkw; 
Oxzelke. 

However, fome of the Bohemians, who had not done 
homage at Hennerfdort, ftaid at Herrnhut. ‘Thefe were 
obliged to make a deciaration, whether it was their inten- 
tion to ftay and form a fettlement of their own, feparate 
from Herrnhut (for they were not to be blended with the 
inhabitants of the place), or to withdiaw. The majority 
of them chofe the latter, and, having fettled every thing, 
relating to their effects, according to law, repaired to Hen- 
nerfdorf, in hopes of meeting with a better fortune, toge- 
ther with the other Bohemians. Thefe difpatched their af- 
fiftant in the fchool, Liberda, and eight men, as deputies, 
to Berlin, fupplicating the king in a memorial, to be pleafed 
to receive the Bohemian emigrants, who neither would nor 
could ftay any longer in Saxony; and, at the fame time, 
to procure for their Brethren, ftill refiding in Bohemia, the 
free exercife of their religion; or, if this could not be ob- 
tained, a fettlement in his dominions. Accarding to their 
own account, the king promifed to do his beft for them; 
and, in cafe nothing could be effected by reprefentations to 
the Imperial court, to receive fuch of them as fhould, in 
ftilnefs and good order, withdraw themfelves from Saxony 
and Bohemia, to fettle in his territories. But the Bohemi- 
ans in Grofs Hennerfdorf did not await the iffue of his ma- 
jefty’s endeavours in their behalf ; but fome of them went 
to Bohemia, and perfuaded their countrymen, that. the 
king,would procure liberty of confcience for them; and 
that; in cafe he met with appofition, he would fend an army 
to Bohemia to fecond their undertakings, and an emigra- 
"si0tf'as glorious, at leaft, as that ef the Salzburgers: that 
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now, therfore, it wWan-at “their own aptlon, whether to 
avail. tleaifelves of 'thefe favourable conjunGures, or not. 
‘The ptople, deceived by fuch groundtefs reports and falfe 
hopes, aflembled themfelves by hundreds to a free and open 
exercife of divine worfhip; but wete difperfed by fome 
regiments of faldiers, and a great part of them caft into 
prifons ; where fuch, as refufed to take an oath of abjur- 
ation, fpent ten years in great mifery. 





§ 41. 


At the fame time (in O@ober 1732) the Bohemians of 
Grofs Hennerfdorf, together with feveral families from other 
places,amounting in allto five hundred perfons,and upwards, 
mifunderftanding the promife of a reception in the Branden- 
burg dominions, fet out, by the way of Goerlitz and Cott- 
bus, for Berlin. At Goerlitz they were well received and 
entertained ; but were obliged to make a halt of eight days, 
till it could be notified to the court, and inftructions re- 
ceived from thence concerning them. The purport cf thefe 
was, that they fhould be conducted in fmail parties, from 
twenty to thirty in a company, to the confines, and 
be furnifhed with paffports, fhowing that they were 
no vagabonds, but emigrants, who adhered to the confel- 
fion of Augfburg ; but yet did not leave Saxony on account 
of religion, but to obtain a better fubfiftence ; however, 
they fhould be forbidden to return again into Saxony. They 
alfo met with a kind reception at Cottbus *., But the gO- 
vernor having apprized the court of this affair, they were 
eondudted in three companies, by foldiers, cut of the city 
to the confines, and enjoined not to fet foot again in his 
majefty’s dominions. Thus they, during the autumn and 
winter fezfons, roved about on the confines, where, though 


* Cotsbus is fituate in a Pruffian territory. 
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they met here.dad there with fympathizing hearts, yet none 
dared to harbour them any where. Many returned, fingly 
and unnoticed, again to; Saxony; but the greateft part 
found, by degrees, and unobferved, their way to Berlin; 
where they, indeed, were not driven away; but yet, on 
account of an expected enquiry, not taker notice of. Here- 
they lived fome years in deplorable poverty and contempt, 
until it was found that their retreat occafioned no difturb- 
ance. Their various cndeavours to earn their bread, and 
the good order they maintained among themfelves, inclined 
the hearts of many periuus of rank, and at length that of 
the king, towards them. Work was procured for them ; 
charitable contributions were made for their poor; a ao 
theran minifter and a {chool-mafter appointed, and a fine 
church was built for them in the Frederic’s Stadt, which 
was confecrated on the 12th of May 1737, and called, The 
Bethlebem-church. After an examination in January 1737, 
at the inftance of the Imperial court, into the reafons and 
manner of thcir coming to Berlin, a lot of ground for 
building was affigned them in William-fireet, and a fuffi- 
cient fum either freely given or lent them for the purpofe. 
But, with regard to the before-mentioned Liderda, he, 
immediately after his return from the deputation to Berlin, 
was gone to Upper Silefia. But no fooner was he returned 
to Henherfdorf, but he was taken up by the Jad fof the ma- 
nor, as the promoter of thefe difturbances in Bohemia and 
Saxony, and, by order of the court, lodged in the houfe of 
correction at Waldheim, where he was confined till 1737, 
when, in company with the turnkey, he efcaped to Berlin. 


§ 42. 


I was williag, out of the Ai/oria o Cyrkuj Czsfke, and 
the Life of the Bohemian Mintfler, Auguftin Schulz, briefly to 
mention, thefe circumftances concerning the difturbances 
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2728, eight houfes, bad been erected, they fought for, a 
preacher among tl ¢ colony * of Bohemians at Grofs Hen- 
ner{dorf, and found the ftudent Augustin Schulz, of Breflaw, 
willing. to go “with, them. According to,the Jdemairs of 
his Lift, written by himfelf, he, after completing ; his 
fludies at Jena in 1728, had been appointed a catechift at 
Bitfchen in Sileiia, where he learned the Polith language, 
and became afte, wards one of the mafters of the Polith {chool 
at Te/ihen. But, having been forced out of his place by the 
envy of the minifter of the Polith congregation, and, after be- 
ing again employed twu ycars at Bit/hen, soa plained of by a 
Lutheran clergy man, he ‘way at laft, expelled by government. 
At Gocrlitz, where he, in 1727, was, for awhile, employed 
in the Rev. Mr, Schccrers charity vel, he became ac- 
guainted with the Brethren at Herrnhut. As his intention was 
to have gone from hence to Halle, and as he wanted firft to 
take Jeave of his friends in Silefia, he was, upon a falf2 in- 
formation lodged againft him for keeping conventicles, com- 
mitted to prifon at Brieg. He was, however, after fome 
months, honourably difcharged in 1728; though, on the 
other hand, the Rev. Mr. Sommer, at Dirfdorf, and the 
clergymen Sicinmetz, AMuthmann, and Saffadius, at Téfchen, 
were forced to quit the country. Schu/z came to Grofs 
Hennerfdorf ; and here it was that the Bohemians at Ger- 
Jachfhcim folicited him to go along with them as their 
preacher. He complied with their requeft, in confequence 
of a conviction that it was the will of God, and lived 
with them in exceeding great poverty; for he had no 
falary, nor could the poor Bohemians do a great deal for 
higg., In thofe parts, and even by his own lord, being 
under the fufpicion of pietifm, he was hated, narrowly 
watched, and under great reffraint. Amongft his hearers he 
found, st is ye, found knowledge and a decent behaviour, 
but no lifesin, their hearts. He-made collections towards a 
chugci for them, and quilg-it ; and moreover .a patlanagr, 
{choos .end+:poomkoafe. -When afterwards a confiderable 
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number of extremely poor exiles joined them, who were in no 
capacity of procuring themfelves a fuffiicient maintenance, he 
was, for feveral years together, by the contribations of fome 
benevolent merchants of Franconia and Suabia, enabled to 
affift moft of them, as alfo the poor remnant of the Bohe- 
mians at Grofs Hennerfdorf, and even to fupport part of 
them entirely. In his fpiritual labour among them, he was 
indefatigable. He daily kept fchool for the children; and 
held fome days in the week meetings of edification for the 
adults, befides the public fermons on Sundays, which ufually 
Jafted three hours in the morning, and nearly as many in the 
afternoon. He vifited and fpoke with every one feparately, 
making their concerns, both-of body and foul, his own. He 
Jeft it to the German parifh-minifter to admintiter the holy 
facraments of baptifm and the fupper of the Lord: for he 
did not chufe to be ordained, becaufe he would preferve 
himfelf and his Bohemians in their liberty. Hts hearers en- 
tertained love and confidence towards him, and were fo far 
from being tired with his long fermons, that they went with 
regret out of the church. Moreover, many Bohemians 
from the adjacent village Gebhardfdorf, and from other 
places, attended his preachings; and an awakening took 
place among them, which had bleffed confequences., 


§ 44. 


Tuere arefe, about the year 1720, in the territory of Landf- 
cron and Leutmifchel, not far from Lititz, the firft refidence 
of the Unity in Bohemia, an awakening, which was kept 
alive by Brethren from Herrnhut: (§ 14.) but it was re- 
ftrained py fevere oppreffions, About the year 1728, by 
occafion of the imprifonment of two Brethren from Herrn- 
hut, a new life took place among thefe defcendents of the 
Bohemian Brethren ; (§ 33.) and not feng after, forme of 
the awakened from Geriachfheim came ¢o them, who ex- 
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plained fit‘more fully anto them the counfel of God con- 
cernruy thew falvation, Theit meetings and private inter- 
views were féon difcovered'; and the perfecution urged them 
to feek their liberty. In the year 1732, Yan Gilek, of Her- 
maniiz, made, with fourteen others, a beginning to emigrate, 
He was followed, in 1733 and 1774, by fome other families, 
uz. Niemetz, Giret{chek, Fananfibek, Mikulexty, ee &c. 
moft of whom had undergone fevere bonds and fufferings fot 
the name of Jefus. Some of them are, at the time of my writ- 
ing this, elders and wardens of the congregation of Bohemian 
Brethren at Beriin and Ruekfderf. “They were, for the moft 
part, under a neceffity of making their retreat ina very fevere 
winter, in the long nights, over pathlefs, and, on that account, 
unguarded paffages of the fo-called Giant-Mountains ; but 
experienced fo many wonderful helps and deliverances, as, 
together with the manifold fufferings of thofe who were 
taken, cannot be read without tears, in the Afemoirs of 
their Lives. By their atrival, the Bohemtan colony at 
Gerlachfherm increafed, within a few years, to feveral hun- 
dreds, efpecially after the colony at Hennesfdorf was broken 
up in 1732, and the jady of that manor dared not to har- 
bour any more Bohemians, or, however, not for a long 
time. For, although the king’s prohibition extended to all 
the ftates of the country ; yet the lord of the manor of Gere 
Jachfheim knew how to manage it fo, as not to be called to 
an account for it. 


‘Thefe people, being defcended from the ancient Brethren, 
had been already vifited by Moravian Brethren from Herrn- 
hut, and emigrated with’ an intention of renewing their 
fellowfhip with them. I; was, therefore, very agreeable 
to them, that their preacher -himfelf had fellowfhip with 
the Brethren at Herrnhut, ‘and made ufe of their counfel 
in the leading of fouls, and the regulation of good orders. 
He not only preached, and catechifed diligently at church, 
and ‘held meetings of edification in his own houfe; but 
moreover, according tc the example of Herrnhut, addreffed 
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{pecial exhortations to the children, the fingle people of both 
fexes, the married, and the widows. He farther fubdivided 
each of thefe claff:s into particular bands, who converfed 
with each other concerning the ftate of their fouls: and 
their leaders gave him every Saturday an account of the 
fituation of the fouls ; which furnifhed him with an excel- 
lent opportunity of making his fermons from the pulpit, 
and his difcourfes to the refpective divifions, practical. 


«© What rendered my function (fo he writes himfelf ) 
<© till more agreeable and bleffed, was, that they did not 
“< fatisfy themfelves merely with my preaching, but alfo 
“© faithfully and mutually exhorted one another, {pending 
the whole day, in all their rooms, with reading, praying, 
finging, and pious converfation, without negleéting their 
‘© work. Whoever was the beft reader, fixed a {mall defk 
«< to his fpinning-wheel, or loom, large enough to hold 
his Bible, and read it to the reft; there being in one 
rooin two or three companies from eight to twelve, yea, 
fixteen perfons. They then converfed upon what had 
“¢ been rcad, with finging and prayer. &c.” 


tl 


¢ 


ta] 


. 


“ 


Lal 


© 


ny 


« 


“ 


nw 


In each room, two were appointed as overfeers, to prevent 
all diforders, and to bring him an account of every one’s 
behaviour. And as the fingle women had fignified to him 
their defire of dwelling feparate from the other fex, he hired 
an houfe for them, where they might live and work by 
themfelves. In the fame manner, he provided the widows 
with a feparate dwelling, and with the neceflary fupply of 
work and provifions. They ftrictly obferved good out- 
ward order and difcipline in general; and fuch as were 
offenfive in their walk, were excluded their fellow- 


fhip, till they publicly afked pardon, and _ altered 
their courte, 


§ 45. 
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§ 45. 


To this brief extract of his Church-book, andthe Ademoirs 
of his Life, I will yet fubjoin what the members of the court 
of juftice and the eldeft men of the Bohemian colony at 
Ruek(dorf (who are the very Bohemians of Gerlachfhem) 
gave me, inthe year 1768, being at that time their minifter, 
by way of reply to feveral queries I put to them with 
refpect to their defcent, and which the wardens and helpers 
of the congregation ot the Bohemian Brethren at Berlin, 
have confirmed. The fubftance of their declaration is as 
follows ; 

«© We, and the greateft part of the members of the con 
‘© pregation at Berlin and Ruekfdorf, are from the territo- 
<< ries of Landfcron and Leutmifchel, where the Unity of 
the Brethren commenced three hundred years ago. Lititz, 
Zamberg, Kunewuld, and more fuch places, as well known 
“ in the Ancient Hiftory of the Brethren, as Berthold{dorf 
*¢ and Herrnhut are now, lie only at a diftance of between 
cS three and twelve miles from our former abode. At 
“° Czerweny and Hermanitz, from whence mott of us came, 
and in many of the circumjacent villages, there have been 
“© houfes of prayer, or meeting-houles, belonging to the 
‘© Brethren, which, to this very day, retain the name ef 
‘© Braterfey Zbory, that is, The Brethren’s Meetings. Our 
“* fathers, who were well apprized of the difference be- 
“¢ tween the Roman Catholics, the Lutherans, and the Re- 
“¢ formed, between the Calixtines and the Brethren, have 
“* informed us, that they were defcended from the fupprefled 
© Unity of the Brethren. * They could alfo tell us many 
particulars of their regulations, and of what befel them ; 
and encouraged us to hope that this Unty would ftill be 
fomewhere renewed again, to which we or our children 
would once be joined.——~ No fooner did we, about the year 
§° 4725, hear of Herrneut, and that there was a fettlement 
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there of Bretiiren trom Moravia, and we were vifited by 
Brethren from Herrnhut ; but it was immediately an in- 
difputable point with us, that thefe were the very people 
we belonged to, and to whom we would go, It was tlie 
vifit of thefe Brethren from Herrnhut, which brought the 
awakening amonpft us at Czerweny to a confiftence * ; 
nor did we emigrate out of Boherma, merely for the fake 
of liberty of confcience, but becaufe we wanted to be in 
fellowfhip with our Brethren out of Moravia. And this 
was the unanimous declaration we made, which was re- 
giftered, in our reply to the query, When, and by whofe 
means, we came to the Moravian Brethrer. ° before his 
maycfty’s commuiffion, held at Berlin, even as early as in 
the year 1747. 

“6 When we, about the vear 17370, came to underftand, 
by the Bohemians from Gerlachfheim, that they had a 
preacher, who was in connexion with the Brethren of 
Yerrnhut ; we, from time to time, withdrew from Bohe- 
mia, and repaired thither ; becaufe we there found ourown 
countrymen, and aman, who preached in the Bohemian 
language, a privilege we could nat have at Herrnhut. 
He himfelf went frequently to Herrnhut, and brought us 
many accounts concerning the blefled fituation of things 
there. He alfo took one or another of us with him on his 
vifits thither; and fcarcely a Sunday pafled on which 
fome of us did not vifit there. He conferred with the 
Brethren, and with the late count, about his thoughts 
concerning the regulations he intended to make amongft 





us, foliciting the Brethren to vifit us; in confequence of 
“which, we were vilited by feveral, efpecially the Fate 


* Some Brethren from Czerqueny, and among the reft, old fa- 


ther Jan Bittayann, who, during my minilty, departed this life 


In 


the g€th year of his age, having lived to fee as many children, 


rand-children, and fons and daughters in law, as he was years 
old, weat on a vifitto Aevradet at that time, with a view to keep 
up the acquaintance with the Brethren. 


“© Leonhard 
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Leonbard Deber. It was by the counfel and aid of thefe 
Brethren, that, about the year 1735, he brought the 
well-known regulation amongft us fully to bear. 
“© Notwithftanding he proceeded very quietly and cau- 
tioufly in this bufinefs, it however tranfpired. On this 
account, he was looked upon in the neighbourhood, and 
even by the parifh-minifter of Gerlachfheim, who ad- 
miniftered baptifm and the Lord’s fupper to us, as an 
Herrnhuter : and in fome places the minifters preached 
violently againit him and us. When we prefled him to 
be ordained, that he might appear with more credit, and 
be in a capacity of ferving us with the holy facraments in 
our ows language; his ufual anfwer was, ‘ I wall readily 
ferve you with the gofpel *; but yet maintain my own 
liberty, and preferve your’s too. I do not think of ftay- 
ing always with you; but of preaching once the gofpel to 
the Calmucs. Ye are Bohemian Brethren, and belong 
to thofe of Moravia at Herrnhut. Should I be ordained, 
and make you a regular Lutheran parnfh; ye would be 
obliged, at my departure or death, to receive a minutter, 
and to keep him all his life, even though ye were averfe 
to have any, or fhould want another, in whom ye could 
repofe preater confidence. But, if I depart from you as 
amere ftudent, or fchool-mafter; it will then be at your 
own option, whether ye will receive another, or not; or, 
whether ye chufe one out of your own body, or call one 
from among the Moravian Brethren, to be your teacher. 
And the time will come, when this will depend upon your 
own free determination.’ In this manner he has frequently 
expreiled himfelf towards us; efpecially when we propofed 
building for him a fuitable parfonage-houfe at Ruek/dorf, 
inftead of a wretched chamber in a garret, with which he, 
for a time, together with his wife and children, had con. 








“ A Lutheran or Reformed ftudent, who is a candidate for 


the minifiry, is allowed to preach in the Lutheran or Reformed 
churches. (The Editor.) 
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“* tented himtfelf, under great dificaities. And, during w 
“‘‘daneerous ilnefs of his, we have heard from his own 
‘© mouth, that he made the very fame declaration to the mi+ 
Sc nifter of the ecclefiaftical department.” 

So much, for this time, of the relation of the Bohemian 
Brethren. 


§ 46. 


Bur it is time to return to the Aforavian Brethren at 
Herrnhut, and particularly to the count, and to fee what 
had determined him to fell his eftates, even sefore his having 
received the above-mentioned order. (§ 42.) He wanted 
now, more than had hitherto been done, fully to execute 
the refolution he had formed even in his youth, of devoting 
himfelf to the miniftry of the gofpel ; to which he had alfo 
been blefled by fome great divines. For this end, with his 
mother’s confent, he in 1732 refigned his place in the re- 
gency at Drefden at a full board, giving at the fame time 
fufficient intimations, both in word and deed, of wha‘ they 
had to expcét of him for the future. In this view he efteemed 
it alfo an impropriety, to al himfelf as a magiftrate, On 
this account, he mauc a formal conveyance of his eftates to 
his lady. He devoted himfelf from that time entirely and 
only to the fervice of the Lord in general, and tn particular 
among the coneregation of exiles which God had committed 
to his truft, and which, to ufe his own expreffion, he regarded 
as “° A Parith deftined for him from eternity.” Befides this, 
the congregation, which, ever fince 1730, regretted his re- 
figning the office of warden, gave him again a vocation, Sep- 
tember the 26th 1732, for the fame office. And when he, 
for various reafons, declined it, he was prefented with a ftrll 
more urgent vocation, dated January the 26th 1733; which 
he at length accepted. Upon this he fet out on his firft 
memorable journey to Tuebingen, where he was very intent 
ppon giving to’ all the profeflors, and particularly to the 
chancellor Pfaff, a full account of the prefent ftate of the 

doctrine 
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doGtrine, and canftitution. of. the-congsegation at Herrnhut, 
ia arder-to snable them to anfwer moreglearly and fully the 
queftion meptioned in the following fection. He likewile 
found an opportunity of learning the fentiments of the moft 
renowned divines concerning the Moravian Brethren, their 
connection with the Proteftant church, and retaining their 
own particular church-difcipline. 


§ 47- 


To their defire of kecping their own church-difcipline, a 
very natural occafion prefented itfelf at the clofe of the year 
1732. The congregation at Herrnhut, being increafed to 
fix hundred perfons, were too numerous to go to the church 
at Bertholdf{dorf, together with the parifhioners living in the 
place. Old and infirm people were altogether unable to go 
any longer to that church; nor could it be expected of the 
minifter, that he, during the winter-feafon, by bad roads and 
weather, fhould come every Sunday to Herrnhut, to hold the 
Repetition, or the fo-called Strangers-Meeting. In order to 
give no umbrage by abfenting themfelves from the preaching, 
the congregation, by their fyndics, drew up and prefented a 
memorial to the lord of the manor, in which they petitioned 
for a mimfter of their own; ** who,” (to ule the words of 
the memorial) ** as an affiftant to the parifh-minifter, fhould 
‘<¢ preach a fermon for fuch as were unable to go to church; 
“© watch over the analogy of faith, and preferve the conftitu- 
*¢ tion of the Moravian Brethren in a wife connexion with 
** the whole body of the church of the Auguftan confeffion.” 
To this office they propofed Mr. Steinhofer, a mafter of arta 
and Jecturer in the univérfity of Tuebingen, who, having 
pafled through an examination in his own country, had 
been deflined to. the fervice of the church. After mature 
deliberation, and with the confent of the Rev. Mr. Rothe, 
reCtor of the -parith, given in writing, the vocation was 
drawn up, and the affair notified to the prefident of the prin- 

cipality 
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cipality of Goerlitz, who gave his good advice with refpeét 
to this co-paftor, or affiftant. However,. Mr. Steinhofer 
himfelf hefitated to accept the vocation, til he, on account 
of the falary he enjoyed, fhould be duly difcharged by the 
Epbori, or guardians of the univerfity appointed by the duke 
of Wuertenberg, and informed by them, whether he, as a 
Lutheran divine, might, confiftently, ferve a congregatton, 
which, though found in the doctrine, and determined to 
remain in unity with the Lutheran church; had, at the 
fame time, a regulation different from other Lutheran con- 
gregations, and a peculiar church-difcipline, wh-ch he fhould 
be obliged to watch over as a precious jewel. He, therefore, 
fubmitted to the decifion of the theological faculty of Tuebin- 
een the queftion, ‘* Whether the congreyation of Moravian 
‘¢ Brethren, on fuppofition of their agreement with the evan- 
«¢ eelical dorine, might, and ought to, abide by the regu- 
‘© lations and well-known church-difcipline which they had 
‘© maintained for thefe three hundred years ; and yet preferve 
‘© their connexion with the Lutheran church ?” In order to 
elucidate the queftion ftill better, he annexed feverai docu- 
ments, amongit which in particular The final Declaration of 
the Moravian Brethren, and The Confiitution of the Congrega- 
tion, as it was delivered in to the minrfter of the parnfh in 
1733, contributed greatly, and beyond all the reft, both to 
the illuftration of the fituation of the congregation at that 
time, and the genuine mind of the Brethren concerning the 
evangelical doctrine and liturgy, and their own peculiar 
ehurch-difcipline. 

The theological faculty, after mature deliberation, not 
only anfwered the queftion, propounded to them, roundly in 
the affirmative, in the celebrated Oprnion of Fuebingen, dated 
April the rgth 1733; but, moreover, very amply and folidly 
evinced the truth of the fuppofition, wz the agreement both 
of the ancient, and efpecially of the ‘prefent, Moravian Bre- 
thren, with the evangelical doctrine, and the utility and ne- 
¢efity of ther peculiar church-difcipline and regulations. 

Fhe 
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The famous Mr. Bueifinger was the perfon who drew up this 
Opinian, and chancellor Pfaff added an epilogue, or conclu- 
fion, containing a congratulation, and an exhartation to imi- 
tate the fervent zeal of their fathers. “The faculty, moreover, 
printed this Opinion, together with all the documents, in 
the fame form, as it has fince, either entirely or in part, 
been inferted in various other writings. 


§ 48. 


Tur order, mentioned § 42, fent to the count, to fell 
his eftates, had nothing lefs in view, than that he fhould 
quit the country, It was even reported that his enemies 
were endeavouring to have him imprifoned in the fortrefs of 
Koenig ftein; and he was fecretly advifed to withdraw froin 
the danger. But this he would not comply with, left it 
might be confliucd in him as fhunning the crofs. He, there- 
fore, deferred his journey to Tuebingen, till his prefence 
there fhould be neceflary. Upon his way thither, he received 
at Eberfdorf from Warfaw the account of the king’s death. 
Though he could now expect an alteration in his affairs, 
yet he went out of the country, complying with the proper 
intention of the rayal command to fell his eftates. On this 
account he ufcd to ¢all this journey, His fir fi Exile. He re- 
fided for fome time at Hberfdorf, from whence he took a 
jowney to Tuebingen; where he, in company of Martin 
Dober, an helper from Herrnhut, and Mr. Steinbefer, M. A. 
chofe to be himfeif prefent at the examination, which the 
theological faculty thought neceffary, to fhow fully, and prove, 
the propriety of their Opinion. Yet, as to the occafion of 
it, viz. the vocation of Mr. Steinhofer to be an afiftant to 
the parifh-munifter of BertholdiJorf, he met with many difi- 
culties, The greateft was, that he, by order of the court, 
fhould be fubftituted to the minifter of Bertholdfdorf ; but not 
}9ined in office with him; on which account he could not have 

lived 
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lived at Herrnhut, nor have miniftered to the congrepa- 
tions, ag it was requifite. He, therefore, returned his voca- 
tiep, and accepted the cail to be courc-chaplain to count 
#enry xxix Reus at Eberfdorf. The Moravian Brethren, 
however, gained fo much by this event, that their doétrine 
and regulations were examined by a theological faculty, and 
found right, it beng proved before the whole Lutheran 
church, that they might and ought to be permitted the 
peaceable and quiet ufe of their laudable orders and regula- 
tions, without being, on that account, excluded from the 


Db? 


fellowfhip of the Lutheran church. 


§ 40. 


In the mean time, the new fovereign of the country, foon 
after his acccflion to the government, April the 4th, confirm- 
ed, on the reprefentation of the count, the conveyance of his 
eftates to his lady ; and granted both to him, and the exiles 
from Moravia, arefidence in his dominions, as long as they 
fhould, refpectively, demean themfelves quietly and peace- 
ably. But in regard to the Schwenkfelders, who had been 
received at Bertholdfdorf fince the year 1725, as alfo by other 
ftates of the country, he gave orders that they fhould depart, 
though not tn a body, but in fmall companies. In confe- 
quence of this, it was fignified to them, on the part of the 
Jord of the manor, to feek an habitation fomewhere elfe. 
They refolved to go to America, entreating the count to 
amift them herein. At this very time fome of the Sa/zburgers 
being on their way to Georgia in America, they were advifed 
to go thither alfo. ‘The count endeavoured to procure them 
a free paffage and a good reception from the Tru/feecs of the 
colony of Georgia. When they entered upon their journey 
in the year 1734, two Brethren were fent after them ; who, 
at the requeft of fome of them, were to lend their affiftance 
towards their temporal and ipiritual welfare. But the 
Schwenkfelders were no fooner arrived in Holland, but they 
were perfuaded to go to Pennfivania. They, indeed, ob- 

tained 
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tained there full liberty of confcience, and moft of them 
found a fufacient maintenance: yet remained Schwenkfeld- 
ers as before. “They were, however, in the following years 
vifited by Brethren from Georgia. Thefe Brethren gave an 
account of the confufed ftate of religion in Pennfiivania, 
under which many fincere fouls fighed, and wifhed for a 
reformation. ‘This afforded the firft occafion for the fubfe- 
quent colonies of the Brethren in this province. 


§ 50. 


Tue Brethren at Herrnhut, and efpecially the Moravian 
exiles, faw plainly that the condition upon which they weré 
permitted to ftay in the country, viz. ‘* as long as they foould 
<¢ demean themfelucs quietly and peaceably,” might, at any time, 
furnifh the enemies of the count with an handle of troubling 
the court on their account, and fo, of making their refidence 
in Saxony very precartous. Befides this, the ftates of the coun- 
try were forbidden, even in the year 1732, to receive any 
foreign fubjects from Bohemia, Moravia, and Silefia, Confe- 
quently, the Moravian exiles would have becn obliged either 
to fend away, without mercy, their Brethren who might 
afterwards follow them from Moravia, or give occafion to 
new unealinefs, “Chis caufed them to take into more ferious 
confideration the,propofals made among themfelves foon after 
the commiffion in 1732, of fettling colonies in countries 
where they fhould be gladly received, and be under no ap-~ 
prehention of creating either to the fovereign, or the local 
magiftrates, who fhould proteé& them, any uneafinefs on 
their account. In order that this might be conducted re- 
gularly and without fhow, and that no one might be in« 
duced to go away, whofe removal would involve the lord of 
the manor where they had lived in any new troubles on 
their account ; the inhabitants of Herrnhut, foon after they, 
had obtained the Opinion of the faculty of Fuebingén, di- 
vided themfelves into two clafles, One of them, confifting 
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chiefly of fuch, as were inhabitants of the country, and of 
other Lutherans, yrepared to flay. The other clafs, prin- 
Cipally comprehending the defcendents of the Moravian Bre- 
thren, who maintained their ecclefiaftical rights and privi- 
leges, Jaid themfelves out for the eftablifhment of colomes 
and mifions. In this manner, they coceived they might 
both procure for their Brethren, who fhould yet follow them 
out of Moravia, a more quiet place of refidence, and mcet 
with an opportunity of being more ufeful, in other parts, 
and efpecially among the Heathens, with the grace they had 
received of the Lord, and with the jewel of church-difcipline 
devolved upon them from their fathers. 


§ 51. 


But we muft firft fee, how the count executed his defien 
of entering into holy orders, mentioned §46. He chofe to 
enter upon it under the character of a candidate of divinity, 
who, as a private tutor, pafles a regular examination of the 
clergy, and affifts the minifters in preaching. A merchant 
at Stralfund, whofe name was Richter, had folicited for a 
private tutor from Herrnhut. For, about this time, applica. 
tion was often made to Herrnhut for fuch tutors, catechets, 
infpeCtors of orphan-houfes, and other fajthful domeftics ; 
and many had been fupplicd with them from thence. “The 
count berng yet unknown in perfon at Stralfund, although 
the divines had already taken occafion, from father Regent’s 
piece, to preach and white againft him; he accepted this 
¢all himfelf, under the name of Monf. De Freydcé * ; which 
he did, partly in order to experience the nature of the em- 
ployment of fuch a domeftic tutor ; and partly, by fubmit- 
ting to fuch atrial under thefe rigidly orthodox divines, 
who had been appointed commiflaries to the faculty at 


® This is one of the titles of the czunts of Zinzendorf. 
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Grypfwald, and were moreover prejudiced againft him, to 
fee, how far he harmonized with the Lutheran fyftem, as it 
is delivered in the various fchools of the Lutheran religion. 
He arrived there March the 29th 1734, and foon waited 
upon the fuperintendent Langemak. ‘This gentlenvan offered 
him the pulpit on the 5th Sunday in Lent, April the 11th, 
On this occafion, the converfation turned upon count Zin- 
xendorf and his fuppofed errors, After {peaking fome time 
of his character, his tenets and writings, he made himfelf 
known to him; yet on the condition of keeping his name 
fecret, in order to avoid a neediefs ftir, At the fame time, 
he accepted the offer to preach~ and this was the firft dif- 
courfe he ever delivered from the pulpit. He farther re- 
quefted of the fuperintendent a conference with him and 
Dr. S:beth. From this conference, which began April 
the 18th, The/es were formed, which were figned both by 
the divincs and by him. Befides this, he added fome farther 
propofitions, together with his private opinions. He writes 
himfelf, ‘© I told them by word of mouth, tn wmiting, and 
“© in five fermons, whatfoever I have, in all my life, bee 
“* jieved and taught both in theory and praCtice; nay all 
the miftakes I ever had made.” And in anothcr place: 
But, fince feveral matters did not occur in this confer 
ence, which I thought proper for them to know, I ex- 
** amined all the reft of my paft actions, expreffions and 
“* fentiments. And, becaufe feveral things then occurred, 
** about which I could fuppofe thefe divines might poffibly 
“* be fcrupulous, I ingenuoufly communicated fuch things 
“* to them. But they ‘tetained their favourable opinion 
** of me,” 
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§ 52. 

AT the conclufion of this conference, the count refigned 
his {word into the fuperintendent’s hands, with the promife 
never to wear it any 5 Hei but, avoiding al! fecular employ- 

ments, 
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a ag be, for the futures, only engaged in the work. of 

But befope phe teftimonial of his orthoddxy, 
dated April the 26th, was iffued, he, once more, Yeclared his 
mind; his-views, and his method, ina letter addreffed to the 
divines ; and fet out.on his return to Herrnhut on the 2oth 
of April, with the bleffing of the divines, atid of many wha 
had been edified by: his fermons. From Herrnhut he noti- 
fied this event, being his firft public ftep into the miniftry, 
to the queen of Denmark. He lkewife communicated to 
Dr. Leefcher, fuperintendent at Drefden, all the proceedings 
of this conference, for his information; giving him, upon 
fome of his remarks, a farther explanation. But he did not 
think it either neceflary or expedient ta make it more public. 
For his aim had not been to obtain a teftimony from men; but, 
to bear a tefirmony before men of his foundation, and of the 
inmoft thoughts of his, heart; that, by this occafion, he 
might fee, whether, amidft all the dubious points fpread 
abroad concerning him, and which he, of his own free-wilJ, 
had himfelf ft:ll farther laid open, they could acknowledge 
him a worthy member of the Lutheran church, and a fubjeét 
properly qualified for the miniftry? But, fince this con- 
ference has beeh Jaid before the public upon another occa- 
fion *, I will only communicate the contents in bref, or 
the principal points, which, in various propofitions, he 
treated of with the divines. 


Thefes poft inftitutum Colloquium utrinque mutue 
confenfu approbate. 


Congreffus I. De Scriptura facra, Thefes VIT. 
IJ. De Religione et Symbolis. Th. X. 
Ilf¥. De Predeflinatione.’ Th. V. 
IV. De Sacramentis, Baptifmo et facra Coena, 
Th. VIII. 
V. De Ecclefia et Minifterio ecclefiaftico. Th. V. 


* See Zealer’s Univer/al Lexicon, a ticle Ziazendor/. 
Congreflue 
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Congreffus VI. De Juftificatione et bonis Operibus. Th. VE. 
VIL De Extrémis. Th, Ii. 


Each meeting, or interview, upon a cheef article was 
figned as follows : Nicol. Ludov. Zinzenderf. Gregerius Lange- 
mak, Dod. et Superint. Carol. Fac. Sibeth, Dott. 

To all the articles the count had added Uberiores Alentis 
Declarationes, or explications ; and at the conclufion a piece 
was annexed in fix fections : 


Se&t. I. Private Opinions, not brought into Debate; of 
which there were nine: 


1. Concerning the Want of Cloifters in the Proteft- 
ant Church. 

2, Concerning Matrimony. 

3- Concerning human Authority in the Church. 

4. Concerning Conventicles, or private Meetings. 

5. Concerning the Compulfion of Confcience (a) of 
the MZznifters, who are forced to admit unconverted 
Perfons to the Lord’s Supper ; (b) of the Heerers, 
who are compeiled to go to Church, 

6. Concerning the Pedilavium. 

7- Concerning the Mcthod of treating Separatifts. 

8. Concerning Church-Difeipline. 

g. Concerning the fecular Arm ufed againft erroneous 
Conferences, 


set. II. Concerning original Sin. 


Ili. Concerntig his Elocution, or Manner of preach- 
Ing. 
IV. Concerning his J/7itings. Thefe were, at that 
time, 
1. The fmall Catechifm ; Pure Milk, Sic. 
2. The jJarger Catechifm, The Ground of the Chrijlian 
Doef&lrine, &c, 
3. The HymnbEook of Bertholdidorf, 
N hy Socrates, 
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‘4. Socrates, a.weekly Pisper. 

5. An Edition of the Bibde, at the defire and expences 
of his Grand-Mother, Lady Henrietta Qathacina de 
Gerfdorf, Baronefs of Friefe; commonly called, 
The Bible of Eberf{darf. 

6. An Apolegy of 1729, ina Writing, called, Ingenuous 
Accounts. 

4. Carmina, Curricula Vite, &c. 

8. Writings and Opinions, publifhed at Tuebingen 
in 1734, with the Preface of a Divine. 

9, The Hymn-Book of 1731. 


Sect, V. His public Adts * 


yr. The Peace eftab!:fhed between the Divines of 
Wittenberg and Halle. 

2. His Converfation and Correfpondence with Car- 
dinai Neailles. 

3. Five-Years-Care of the Gichtelians and Sepa- 
ratifts at Drefden. 

4. Reception of the Moravian Brethren. 

5. Toleration of the Schwenkfelders. 

6. Union of the Moravian Brethren with the Lu- 
theran Dodtrine and Liturgy. 

4. Collegium paflorale praéticum in ‘Fena, 1728, in 
fix Claffes, in reference to (a) Doctrine, (b) Mo- 
rals, (c) Spiritual Experience, (d) Deaconry, 
(ec) Exhortation, (f} Care of the Sick, 

8. Leading the Seéts in Germany into the right 
Path, efpecially thofe of Berleburg and Schwar- 
zenau. 

9. Defence of private Meetings , which he calls a 
fruitlefs Labour, 


* Some of thefe Adts, which are either merely perfonal, or 
have occurred before the building o* Herrnhut, have been re- 
lated in the Memorrs of the Count’s I 2fe, publithed in German, 
at Barby, in eight volumes, in 1772, ad the following years. 


10. Miffiions 
we 
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10. Miffions to the Welt-Indies, to Greenland and 
Lapland. 

11. Reftoration of* the Conftitution of the Moravian 
‘Brethren, by means of the Opimien of Tuebingen. 

12. Avowal of a Minifter of Herrnhut. 

13. Public and fpecial Preaching of the Crofs. 

14. Reconcihation with Dr. Loefcher, and the Divines 
of Stralfund, And laftly, 


Set, VI. He difcovered to the divines his future views, viz. 
of becoming a Lutheran minifter, after the example 
of prince George of Anhalt. 


Whether ever any candidate for holy orders has under- 
gone fuch a rigorous examination, and, una/ked, has, or 
ever will, fo candidly lay open all the fentiments of his 
heart, his private opinions, his whole life, together with all 
his words and actions, which, even at that time, appeared 
dubious, and have fince met with cenfures of fo very dife 
ferent a nature; as alfo what might be expected of him for 
the time tocome; admits of as much doubt, as it 1s cer- 
tain, that he, every where, wherefoever it was neceflary to 
be known, efpecially in the years 1733 and 1734 at Tue- 
gingen, conducted himfelf with the fame integrity. 


§ 53. 


But I muft, in fpeaking of this year 1734, not forget a 
certain incident, which, inconfiderable as it might appear 
to fome, was, in the event, of greater advantage to the 
count and the whole chur¢h of the Brethren, than all ex- 
aminations, approbations,jand encomiums. ‘The congre- 
gation at Herrnbut ftood /indee’, upon the foundation of 
the apoftles and prophefs, fo that grace and truth, and an 
overpowering blefling, ¢cknowledged and enjoyed by a mul- 
tutude of fincere fouls,,Joth in the neighbeurhood, and at a 

N 2 diftance, 







480 Mongrw Histoay of 2h¢ Brethren, Part iif. 


diftance,” prevailed at the public ferotons, as well as in pri- 
yate converfation, and in all the regulations, which were 
jntended for the good of fouls. But yet, it cannot be faid, 
that they continued at all times to build fimply upon this 
foundation. The difcourfes were inftruCtive, but too dif- 
fufive, ethical, and, as tothe leading of the fouls, in a 
great meafure, myftical, legal, and anxrous. About the 
beginning of this year, a great alteration in this refpect took 
place. The count, fince his intercourfe with Dippel, and 
Other perfons of a fingular ftamp, refpecting their various 
methods of attaining falvation and holinefs, was led toa 
clofer examination of his own foundation, which may well 
be called a rea} Tentatio theologica (a theological trial.) This 
octafioned a profound meattation upon the dodtrine of the 
atonement of Jefus. ‘¢ This gave me (as he himfeif writes) a 
88 clear infight into the whole do&rine of falvation, of which 
“© Tmade the fuft happy expermment in my own heart, 
we and, at length, upon the hearts of my dear brethren 
“© and fellow-labourers, where it had its full effe&. Since 
“¢ the year 1734, the propitiatory facrifice of Jefus became 
our peculiar, public, and only matter, our univerfal re- 
*© medy againft all evil, both in doctrine and pra@tice; and 
& will remain fo to all eternity,” 

[ have heard of a very particular cireumftance, evidently 
directed by Providence, which happened on this occafion. 
The count, having thrown fome papers, which were of no 
farther ufe, into the fire, they were all confumed, excepting 
one fmall billet, on which was written the daily word for the 
rath of Febuary, He chufes us to be brs inheritance, the excellency 
of "Faceb tive helovet. (Pfal. xu. 4 according to Luther’s 
verfion.)* Under which the old Lutheran verfe ftood : 





wn 


¢ 


nr 


“¢ O let us in thy nail-rrints “fee 
© Our pardun and riecliog fren” 


All the Brethren and Sifters wha,faw this billet, the only 
one which remained unconfumed a nong the cinders, were 
filled 
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filled with a childlike joy ; ; and it gave them anoccafion to an 
heart-felt converfation with each other upon the wounds of 
Jefus, which was attended with fuch a bleffed effect, as to 
make an happy alteration in their way of thinking and type 
of doctrine. The count compofed upon this verfe, the in- 
comparable hymn: 


< Feju, our glorious Head and Chief, 
6© Sweet objeé? of our heart's belref ! 

“© O let us in thy nail-prints fee 

*© Our pardon and election free,” &c. 


This 1s the very firft hymn in the fecond Part of the old 
Hymn-book of Herrnbut, and may be found in the new 
edition of .,, printed at London 1752, 1n N®% 2032 *. 

This pure evangelical mind having taken full poffeffion 
of the count’s heart, he, in this firft fire, fer out, in the fpring 
1734, for hts examination at Stra/fund, and in autumn the 
fame year, for Tuebsngen, with a view to enter into holy or 
ders, 


§ 54. 


Tur ftate of the cafe was this. The Moravian Brethren, 
though very well fatisfied with the Lutheran miniftry at 
Bertholdfdorf, could no longer remain together at Herrnbut ; 
but began, as we fhall foon fee, to {pread abroad in colo- 
nies and miffions. They could not every where expect fuch 
equitable treatment in ecclefiaftical matters, as they enjoy- 
ed in Upper Lufatra, that muinifteis fhould be allowed, or 
Q dained for, them, who were according to their own mind, 
and who, agreeable to the tenor of the Opinion of Tuebigen, 
would leave them at liberty,gogether with the evangelical doc- 
trine, to retain the churchgdifoiplire they had brought with 
them. From this motive, fhe count was intent upon provid- 
ing a fuficient number of candiwWatcs for the miniftiy, that he 


the Colledion of Fymas, fuinted at London in i-s4, Gee Part Ii. 


* This hymn is alfo { be found, tranflated into Englifh, in 
i 
pages. (The Ecitor} 
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might be able not only to furnifh the Brethren with minifters 
for their colonies and miffions, but alfo co gratify his friends 
of the clergy and laity in divers countries, who had folicited 
him for catechets and domeftic tutors. He had, befides, 
another point in view, which was not the effect of ambition, 
but was intendéd only to obviate a certain impropriety. He 
wifhed to enter into the clerica] Order in fu ch a way, as might 
not, according to the ufual way of thinking, refleGt any 
difgrace upon the royal order of Danebrog, conferred upon 
him by the king of Denmark. Both thele views he thought 
to attain, by reftoring, at his own expences, the decayed 
Proteftant cloifter of St. George, in the dukedom of Wuerten-~ 
berg ; and, under the character of a prelate of the Wuerten- 
berg church, founding a theological feminary. For this end, 
he caufed the gueftion to be put to duke Charles Alexander of 
Wuertenberg, by Augufius Gotthcb Spangenberg, A. M. who, 
in 1733, was come from Halle to Herrnhut, anJ, on the 
20th of Odtober 1734, he received the following anfwer 
from the head-quarters at Hetdelberg: “6 That the duke had 
«© al] due regard for the count, and for his zeal for the pro~ 
“¢ pagation of the kingdom of God. But fince both this, 
«© and his intention of entering into holy orders, were of an 
é* extraordinary nature; his nomination to bea Wuerten- 
** berg prelate would attract the attention of the world, 
<< and awaken a {ufpicion againft him (the duke) among 
*© the Roman Catholics *,” 


* It is hardly ever known in Germany, that one of high no- 
bility enters into holy-drders. ‘his made the count’s proceed~ 
wips appear extraordinary there. The dulce, though fovereion 
of a Proreftant country, was a Raman Catholic, which made 
him timoraus to renew a Proteftant| srelacy which had ceafed for 
fome time. (The Edbtor.) 


§ 55. 
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§ 55. 


Ar the fame time Mr. Spangenberg, at his own motion, 
and without any commiffion for it, put the queftion to the 
divines of Tuebingen, whether it were advifable and requifite 
for the count toaffume a clerical character, that fo he might 
preach the gofpel in a more juftifable manner, before che 
world? For this queftion had been agitated even at Herrn- 
hut, where the count found it neccflary to clear the matter up 
to his lady, and to the helpers of the congregation. Thus, 
the following queftions wcre propofed to the before-men- 
tioned divines, and particularly to chancellor Pfaff, “* What 
<¢ is meant by an internal call of God to the muniftry ? 
¢¢ What are the evidences of it?” And, ** Whether” (hayv= 
ing laid before them certain evidences which appeared in th¢ 
count) ** his call was fuch as to qualify him for entering 
“* into holy orders?” Upon thefe queries, chancellor Pfag” 
delivered a learned and ample Opinion, dated September the 
1gth 1734, a Summary of which may be read in the Buedingen- 
Collection, (vol.1. p. 46.) anda larger 4b/1a71n Mr. Lelong’s 
Account. 8c. 

But before the count could have been apprifed of this tranf- 
action, he himlelf, on the 8th of November, gave notice of his 
intention to enter into holy orders, to the dircGtory of the 
Wuertenberg church at Stutgard; and received an anfwer, 
importing, that his laudable defign met with their appro- 
bation, that they wifhed him grace, wifdom, and power from 
above, affuring him of al] love and requifite affiftance on their 
part to this end. Confequently he, without farther delay, 
haftened to Tuelsngen, ang, on December the 18th, 1734, 
wrote that charming Decldration, fo well worth reading, con« 
cerning his motives for, And manner of, devoting himfelf to 
the fervice of God, wich begins with chefe words, Tener 
adhue credid:, &c. and cpncludes, ALje: fum (1am poor and 
needy.) He helpeth ti poor glorioufly. The theological fa- 
culty got this declaraddon printed in a Pyogramma, dated the 

4 igth 
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rgth of December, and thus received him into the ¢letivai 
order, for which he had been preparing himklf fp many years, 
and. had paffed his examination but a few months before™. 
And that very day (it was the fourth Sunday in Advent, 
the 19th of December) he preached, in the Collegiate church, 
upon John 1. 1g—29. Of the Vitneffes of the Lamb; and on 
the 21: ft of December, in the Hofpital church, upon John xx. 
ty SF fog, Of the View of the Election of Grace: upon which oc- 
cafion the hymn, Fefu, oyr glorious Head and Chief, &c. 
appeared in print. 


§ 56. 


We muft now goa few years back, to fee the begin- 
nings of the miffions, and foon after of the colonics of the 
Brethren, for which, according to § 50, they had prepared 
themifelves. The defire of preaching the gofpe! to the 
Heathens had been moving in them even in 172%, ana the 
opportunity for it was gtven them in 1731. (§ 37-) In 
the year 1732, the beginning of the firft miffion was nade. 
Leonhard Doler and David Nit{fchmann femor, fet out, Augutt 
the 21, from Herrnl ut, by way of Capenbagen, where they 
neither fought noi found human fupport, for $: Thomas in 
the Weft-Indies, and arrived there on the 12th of December, 
A common plante:, to whom they brought a Ictter from his 
fifte- in Copenhagen, took them into his houte, and David 
Nitf{chmann earned their livelihood, working as a carpenter. 


* At Tuehingen he was not indeed examined with the fame 
formality and folemaity, as at Stral/and, but the yer before, 
by occation of the Op.xzox of the theological faculty of Yuebragen, 
(§.47) a ftill longer and ftrifter evamination had taken place, 
with refpect both to his perfon and oyttrine, and to the congrepa- 
tion at Herrnhut, and its conflitutian. He alfo found it necef- 
fary, on account of the O. wer cf Dam *reg, previoufly to acquaint 
the coart of Denmark wish his defpn and his motives for ir. 
And whereas he was no longer allow d to wear this order in 
the manner in which the dignified clerg sin other countries wear 
the infignia of the orders, as he had be ‘un todo in the pulpic ; 
he requefled, and in 1736 recejved, the ». -miffion to return it. 


On 
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On the return of the latter, fourteen weeks after, (for he had 
only made the voyage as a companion to the former, ) Leanhard ’ 
Dober was taken into the houfe of governor Gardelin, who" 
was a pious gentleman, as fteward of his houfehald. But’ 
fince he did not, in this capacity, find time and opportu 
nity fufficient to attend to the Negroes, he hired an houfe of 
his own; where, as his trade, as potter, could not be fol 
lowed here, he lived in very great poverty. Immediately 
on his airival, he fought for the Negro Authony’s filter, anid” 
their brother *, whofe defire had been the principal occ4- 
fion of this voyage ; and preached to them the falvation pur+’ 
chafed ty Jefus for all men, even the moft defpifed Ne- 
ero-flaves, The joy with which they received thefe glad 
tidings, gave him new courage. ‘They were foon fol- 
lowed by more, who, having received the word in faiths 
were, fome time after, baptized. 

It was then a dangerous time in St. Thomas, The 
bloody flux carried off many Negroes, and Leonhard was 
obliged to be conftantly among them. In the ifland of Sr. Fan, 
the Negroes rebelled in the year 1733, and, having fiized 
upyi the fort and the whole ifland, maffacred all the Euro- 
peans who could not efcape their rage. This rebellion 
lafted erght months; nor could it be totully fupprefied tll 
the governor of Martinuo fent a laree reinforcement of 
Mulattoes, who drove the rebels from place to place. And, 
as thefe had, at length, no farther place to withdraw or flee 
to, they killed one another, and the mnelcader fhot himfelf 
Jaft of all. 

In the year 1734, the firft colony from Herrnhut for St. 
Crow, arrived at St. Pbomas; of which more fhall be 


* At their baptifm they fwere called Auna and John Ati abam. 
They are now with the J ard. But their brother Authony, who 
had proved the occafioryof their falvation, was, on his way from 
Herrnhut, by falfe Brefhren made to tlumble touching the con- 
gregation; and after fis return to St. Thomas, being: fallen 
into deplorabie circyr| tances, came to a miferable end. 


related 
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related Foon. With thefe Brethren, Leonhard received his 
recal, having been chefen elder of the congregation at 
Herrnhut, in the place of the late AZertin Linner. He fe: out 
on his return for Herrnhut, Auguft the rarh, 1724, having 
taken a Negro-boy with him, whom he had purchafed from 
a Guinea-fhip. This youth was, in 1735, baptized in the 
congregation at Eberfdorf by the court-chaplain Steinhofer, 
and called Fo/bua. He departed this life in 1736. This was 
the firit-fruits of the Negroes. One of his fponfors was 
Frederic Martin, who fet out immediately after for St. Tha- 
‘mas, to fuceeed Leonhard Dober in the work becun there. 
In his company was Dr. Grothaus, a celebrated phyfician 
from Copenhagen; who, upon the information that many 
Brethren died in St. Croix, went thither, without the 
knowledge and confent of the congregation, to aft the fick 
Brethren ; but immediately on his arrival, he himfelf de- 
parted this life. Frederic Martin, and his affiftants, found 
foon fuch an entrance among the Negroes, that, in a few 
years, amidft all oppreffion and impediments, the. bleffing 
fpread to hundreds. They could not adminifter baptifm, as 
none of them had been ordained before they went: but 
Frederic Martin received the ordination afterwards in writ- 
ing. However, the firft-fruits in St. Thomas were bap 
tized by the Rev. Mr. Spangenberg, at his vifit there, on the 
gcth of September 1736, and called Andrew, Peter, and Na- 
thanael*. 


§ 57- 


THE fecond mifion was undertaken on the tgth of Ja- 
nuary 1733, to Greenland, “Uhe, occafion of it has been 
related § 37. The Brithren Chrifhan David, Matthew Stach, 
and Chrifizan Stach, having met w rh many friends and pae 
trons at Copenhagen, at court, among the king’s minifers, 


® See Oldendorp’s Account of the Miffion Y n St. Téomas, St. Croix, 
aud St, Jan, published at Barby, 1777." 


the 
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the college of miflions, and other divines, fet fail for Green- 
land on the 1oth of April, recommended by the king. Soon 
after their arrival, on the 20th of May, they built an houfe 
not far from the colony of Gedhaab, on Ball’s river, which 
they called Netw Herrnbut. T hey endeavoured to learn the 
language, and to enter into an ufeful intercourfe with the 
Heathen, but met with many difficulties; among which 
that which feemed the moft diftreffing was, that almioft afl 
the Greenlanders of that diftrict had been carried off by thee 
finall pox. In the year 1734 they received two affiftants, 
John Beck and Fs ederr, Boehnifch, and agreed with one ano- 
ther, that they would faithfuily hold out, in hunger and dif- 
trefs, by hard and hazardous labour, amidft contempt on all 
fides, in danger of life among the incenfed favages, by a 
fuppofed defertion of their brethren and friends at Copen- 
hagen, by an apparent unfruitfulnefs, nay impoffibility of 
accefs to the hearts of the Heathen; and in many other 
hardfhips and difficulties attending the mifhon in the firft 
years. ‘They had, indeed, the joy of baptizing, in the year 
1739, the firft-fruits, Samuel Kajarnak, and his family: 
but he was foon obliged to flee from the murderers. Yet 
he returned again tn the year 1740, and drew many Green- 
Janders after him, to whom he, on his flipht, had preached 
the gofpel. A great awakening arofe foon after among the 
Greenlanders; and, in a few ycars, the congregation of 
baptized, regulated fo orderly, as could hardly have been 
thought poflible among favages, increafed to fuch a degree, 
that they were obliged to think of a fecond congrevation 
from among the Heathen, which, in 1758, was begun at 
Lichtenfels, in the Fifbers Bay; and which, together with 
that at New Herrnhut,fis yet flourrfhing, and in bla 
ing; as may be more fully feen in my Hiffory of Green- 
tand, &c. publifhed in +765, and in the Continuation of it, 
printed in 1770*. 


“ The Continuation 1as not yet been tranflated, and printed 
in Englith, (Phe Edj or.) 
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§ 58. 


Bur before I proceed to fhow how the miffions furnifhed 
an occafion for the colonies, I muft yet briefly take notice of 
the well-intended, thouph fruftrated, attempt to form a 
mifion among the Laplanders and San y.des. On Epiphany, 
January the 6th,1734, while accounts of the kingdom of God 
were read at Herrnhut, and the mefleogers among Chriit- 
jans and Heathens commended to the Lord in prayer, ma- 
ny Brethren fignifed their rcadinefs alfo to go among the 
Heathen; and Andrew Grefmann, Dani! Schneider, and 
Fohn Nit{chmann, offered themfelves to make a trial in Lap- 
land. ‘Vhey were difpatched with this infliuction, that they 
fhould not ¢o into fuch parts where there were miffionaries 
already ; but into thofe which had not been vifitea by any : 
that they might not be in the way of any onc™. In May, 
they arrived at Stokboln:; and, having acquired the Swedifh 
language, proved a bleffing to many fouls there. In 17365, 
they repaired to Yornea ix Lapland, and, having learned 
the languaye of that country alfo, travelled through all 
Swedifh Lapland, But as they found every where prepeia- 
tions made for the converfion of the Laplanders, they 7e- 
folved to go to Ruffian Lapland. Thus, in 1736, the 
two firft went back again to Stokholm, where they found 
Michael Mikfch, he being come thither to relieve John 
Nitfchmann, who returned to Herrnhut in 1735. Andrew 
Grafmann fet out from hence for Koeesbere to have an in- 
terview with the count on his return fiom Livonia. In 
17375 in the beginning of the year, thefe three Brethren 
met in Reval, and travelled together to Mofcow and Arche 


© The inftructions given to the ae mifhonaries in the 
Eaft, were fent after thefe Brethren i 1736. Jf this be taken 
together with the inflruduon given in gererel to al] the Heathen 
miffonaries, it fhows the fentiments cf the Brethren in this 
affair, even then, before they could yet fpeak from experience of 
converfons among the Lleathrcn, 


angel, 
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angel. In Mojfcow they became acquainted with fenfible and 
pious perfons, who forwarded them on their journey to 
Archangel. Here they got acquainted with fome Samojedes, 
who were willing to take them with them. But, on their 
applying for a pafsport, they were fufpected to “ Swedith 
{pies ; on the 13th of February 1738 taken up, and, after 
having been kept in feparate places of confinement, and 
examined, five weeks after, brought to Peterfburg. Their 
guard was in the becinning very fevere towards them; but 
in time, and after shiewine their Chriftian meeknefs and 
fubmiffivenefs, treated them with more mildnefs. Having 
been onre obliged to crofs in a thaw a frozen Jake, the ice 
broke under the fledge not far from the fhore. Two of the 
Brethren and two of the foldicrs fell into the water. The 
third brother helped the foldiers and the Brethren out againe 
They afterwards acknowledged and praifed the integrity of 
the Brethren ; who faved their lives, inftead of leaving them 
to be drowned, and recovering their liberty by flight. In 
Peterfburg they fuffered a fecond confinement of five weeks, 
during which they were frequently examined. Their fim- 
plicity and uprightnefs helped them through. They met 
with great kindnefs from fome gentlemen , and acertain great 
minifter, being convinced of their tnuccence and good de=- 
fin, furnifhed them with a pafsport to Lubec, with thefe 
words, ** Ye may go your way, good people; your fervice 
‘* is not wanted here. Poffibly the time may foon come, 
“* when ye will be fent for; and then ye may come again.” 
This alfo actually came to pafy * 

Even in the year 1735, David Nitfchmann, junior, made 
a journey to Peterfburg, with a view to find out the way 
to the Calmucs, and to tht defcendents of the Bohemian and 
Moravian Brethren, wh» were fuppofed to dweli on mount 


* The Brethren Andrew Grafnana and Damel § Sue:der have 
finee been in Greenland Michael Mikfeh went to North Arcarzee, 
and Jabn Nit{chmann is at this time in the neighbourhood of the 
Calmecs on vhe aver Wea 


Cane ifs. 
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Cancifus. (See Ihe Ancient Hiftory, § 16.) Though the 
fins was not obtained, yet Nitfchmann got fundry ime 
portant accounts, and made a friendly acquaintance with a 
mhinifter there, which was of great ufe to the above meflen- 
gers to Lapland, during their imprifonment at Peter/{urg, 


§ 59- 


THE miffions to St. Thomas and Greenland were the occa- 
fron to, the fir/? colany; as indeed moft of the colonies were 
eftablithed tor the fake of the miffions. The Brethren who 
went to Greenland, found a patron at Copenhagen in the 
lord chamberlain De Plefs; who not only promoted their 
voyage , but, upon hearing of the miffion to St. Thomas, 
was difpofed to countenance and affift this alfo. In the year 
2733 the Weft-India and Guinea-Company at Copen- 
hagen, having made a purchafe of the large and fine 
ifland of St Crorv, which had been abandoned by the French 
for the fpace of forty years, and during that time had again 
become a wildernefs, were defirous of occupying and culti- 
vating it anew. The lord chamberlain believed, that the 
lands he had taken up there, would be beft cultivated, and 
the Negroes at the fame time converted, if he did commit 
them to the care of fome of the Moravian Brethren, 
beinz convinced of their induftry and faithfulnefs in bodily 
Jabour, and of their zeal for the falvation of fouls. With 
this view he addrefled himfclf to the count, requefting two 
Brethren as overfeers for each of the fix plantations he was 
going to plant. The Moravian exiles being, according to 
§ 50, intent upon forming colones, many wer? willing to 
go into a country, where, befide their outward labour, they 
would alfo have an opportunity of being ferviceable to the 
Heathen. The count had his doubts about this affair, being 
apprehenfive that the Brethren might be diverted from their 
chief objeét by the cares of this life, and fuftain damage in 
ther fouls. But the majority of the-votes of the congrega- 
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tion-counci!l being for it, he acquiefced. Out of thofe who 
had offered themfelves, four married couples and ten Bre-~ 
thren were feledted, and Tobias Leupold, who 1n 1731 had 
offered himfelf for the miffion to St. Thomas, was appointed 
their warden. They fet out on the 18th, igth, and 20th 
of Auguft 1723 from Herrnhut for Copenhagen, and were 
accompanied by Spangenberg to that city. They were, 
however, obliged to winter in Norway, and did not arrive 
at St. Thomas t:]] June the following year, 1734, after an 
extremely difficult voyage, during which many of them, 
very probably, contracted diforders. Leonhard Daber, who 
was better acquainted with the nature of the country, was 
affrighted at the unexpected arrival of {oc many tnexperienced 
perions, who were to cultivate again plantations, which had 
been abandoned for forty years, and were now run to ruin, the 
country being again quite overgrown with tall trees and 
thick underwood, through which the caflerly winds could 
not pafs, and carry cff the unwholcfome vapours. But they 
had good courage, and foon went to St. Croix with 
twelve Negroes, fparing themfelves fo little in this fultry and 
unhealthy climate, that they all fell fick, and ten of them 
departed this lite foon after their arrival. In the year 1735 
endeavours were ufed to fupply their places by a new colony 
of eleven perfons; and Dr. Grothaus, as mentioned 4 56, 
went thither alfo to affift them ; yet this colony did not an- 
{wer the purpofe, fince various by-views had crept in among 
them. Thofe who were not carried off, amidft their faithful 
Jabour among the Heathen, (which, however, then proved 
almoft entirely fruitlefs,) of whom only mne remained out of 
the twenty-nine fcrementioned perfons, partly returned, and 
partly repaired to the miMion in St. Thomas, which had been 
undertaken, without any human (upport, purely for the conyer- 
fion of the Heathen. But yet, that the bodies of thefe, who thes 
fell afleep in the Lord, became grains of wheat, which, 
fince 1740, when merely a mffion was begun there, have 
produced abundant fruit; is now as evident to the eye, ag 


it 
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it was to faith, when, on the frit news of their death, the 
congregation fang, 


6° ‘Ten in the earth were fown as feed, 
se Loft to man’s expectation ; 

«¢ ‘Yet on their graves our faith doth read, 
“* Seed of the Negro-nation.” 


§ 60. 


THE fecond colony was to have fettled upon the coaft of the 
Baltic. in Ducal Holfein; and the view was to have fent 
thither thofe AZoravians who continued to come to Herrnhut, 
but could not be received in Saxony, nor, in confcience, 
fent back to their own country. The ambaffacor from Hol- 
ftein at Ratifbon had been confulted on this head, who gave 
good hopes. Daniel Erneft ‘fablonfky, then ant:ftes of the 
Brethren’s Unity, furnifhed David Nytf{chmann the elder, 
who, with four other Brethren fet out on the 25th of Sep- 
tember 1734 for Kie’, with a teftimonial and letter of re- 
commendation. The Brethren were to fettle there after 
the model of Herrnhut, that is, as Moravian Brethren, 
who, agreeably to the opinion of the theological faculty 
of Tuebingen, would remain in connexion with the 
Lutheran church, retaining at the fame time the liberty 
to chufe their own muniftcrs, and, upon the fovereign’s 
confirmation, to induct them , and to maintain the church- 
difcipline and good order inherited from their fathers, 
as eftablifhed at Herrnhut. They pitched upon a fpot for 
their fettlement near Newmuinffer, and the duke fhowed an 
inclination to receive them, and to grant their requeft. 
However, the confiftory ra:fed .dificulties, and refuled to 
grant them the lberties they had required. ‘They, indeed, 
declared by a memorial, that they held, and would abide by, 
the pure Proteftant doctrine ; alfo that they would prefent 
their minifters for examinatior, conforming to the ufages of 
the Lutheran church, and regulating their own congrega- 
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Hon-cohftitution with fuch diftretion, as to occafion no re 
fleGtions upon it, But the anfwer having been given in the 
negative, they, in the beginning of the year 1736, repaired 
to Royal Holftein, waiting for the good advice of their Bre- 
thren, whether they fhould embrace the propofals they had 
received, of fettling here, or betake themfelves to fome other 
place ? How it went farther with this colony, we fhall find 
in the enfuing Part. 


§ 61. 


THE third colony went to Georgia in North America. 
The occafion to 1t was, that the count, at the folicitation of 
the Schwen*felders, who were withdrawing from Berthold{- 
dorf, (§ 49.) had fought a fettlement for them there, and on 
that account written to the Truffees of Georgia. When 
the Schwenkfelders afterwards went to other parts, thele 
centlemen, unwilling to give the affair up, made the 
count an offer of a piece of land for a fettlement. As 
there was reafon to hope that, by this means, a way might 
be opened to the Indians in thofe parts, particularly the 
Creeks and Cherokees, who fhowed themfelves well affeéted 
towards the Enghfh; fome Brethren refolved to go thither. 
The firft company fet out from Herrnhut in November 1734, 
furnifhed with a teftimonial from Mr. Steinhofer, recom~ 
mending them as exiles who, indeed, wifhed that the go- 
vernment might grant them, with liberty of confcience, an 
opportunity of propagating the gofpel among the Heathens 
but who neither defired any perfonal enolument, nor would 
complain of former oppreffions, to the difadvantage of any 
one*, At London they found Mr. Spangeiberg, who had 
nearly concluded every thing relative to their paflage and 
fettlement with the truftees, and with general Ozlethorpe, 
then governor of Georgia; and tad, on this occafion, made 
an acquaintance with fome cf the bifhops of the church of 


_™ This precaution was highly requifite, on account of the fitua- 
tion of the courts of Mienna and London at that time; and il was 
found neceflary to repeat is Srequently by word of mouth. 

O 


England, 
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England, who obtained thereby fuch knowledge of the Bre- 
thren, that they were not only willing to fee them fettled 
in the Englifh colonies, but even offered, of their owm 
accord, if i¢ fhould be defired, to ordain any Brother; which, 
however, was not thought neceflary. 

This colony arrived in Georgia in the fpring 1735, and 
received in fummer a confiderable encreafe of Brethren, con- 
ducted by David Nitfhbmann, fenior. Thiee zealous mini- 
fters of the church of England, namely, Mr. ‘/obn /Vefleys 
afterwards one of the principal preachers of the fo-called 
Methedifis, tozether wath his brother Chvrles, and Mr. Ben- 
jamin Ingham, went with them in the fame fhip to Georgia. 
This was the oc cafion to the fuft acquaimtance of the Bre- 
thren with many awakened fouls io England, as will farther 
appear hereaficr, The Brethren began immediately their 
fettlement in the town of Savannah, and God fo blefd their 
induftry, that they were not only foon in a capacity of main- 
taining themfelves, but alfo of beinz ferviceable to their 
neighbours, Tliy cect a fchool houfe tor the children 
of the Indians, on the rver Savanzah, four Englifh miles 
above the town; which they and then king Tomo Tfchatfchi 
came to fee, that they might, as they exprefled it, Lecr the 
great word. Confequenily, this colony prefented a fair 
profpect, both with refpect to the fettlement ttielf, (for in 
the year 1738 they had already paid off all the money ad- 
vanced to them) and the converfion of the Heathen, till, 
in 1739, the war which began in 1737 with the neizhbour- 
ing Spantards broke out anew, and they were called upon 
to take up arms againft them. ‘This obiiged them, after 
defraying all the expences incurred on their account, and 
abandoning their wel] cultivated land and their houfes, to 
withdraw to Pennfiivexu, as we fhall fee in the follow- 
ing Part. 


§ 62, 
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§ 62. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Spanrenberg, on his journey through 
Holland to England, in order to forward the Brethren to 
Georgia, made enquiry concerning the itate of Surinam in 
South America, where the Surinam Company in Holland 
were fettling colonies, and inviting people from all coun 
trics to form them, Being under a neceflity of addreffing 
the company in wnung, and wanting a perfon capable of 
tranflating the writings he was furnifhed with, into Low 
Dutch, he was direéted to 7/aac Lelong, whofe employ this 
was. He made Spangenberg, and at the fame time the 
congregation of the Brethren, known to many religious per- 
fons and clereymen, by means of the pieces he had to tranf- 
Inte; and Spangeuberg formed an ufeful conneétion with 
them. This was the firft acquaintance of the Brethren in 
Holland. Upon the memorial which he prefented, a com- 
mittee of the company was nominated, with whom he treated 
touching the conditions upon which the Brethren would 
form a fettlement in Surinam. In fummer 1735 the firft 
three Brethren fet off on their voyage thither. Their object 
was, to obtain a more compicte knowledge of the country, 
and more e(pecially of the Heathen there. They were fol. 
Jowed in 1738 and 1740 by fome other Brethren, having 
obtained a grant from the directors of the company, They 
purchafed and cultivated a plantation, not far from Peraaa- 
ribo, and Jaboured among the Negroes and Indians, and alfo 
amonz the Jews in thofe parts; and their labour fecmed not 
in vain. But being troubled on account of having meet- 
ings in their own habitation, which their ncighbours fre- 
quented in great numbers; and afterwards dillentions arifing 
among the Brethren themfelvce ; they determined in 1745 to 
leave the coleny, fome of them withdrawing to Pennfilva- 
mia, and fome to the neighbouring Rio de Berbice. From 
hence the Brethren were in 1754 invited again to Surinam, 

O 2 when 
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when not only their farmer privileges were renewed, 
but more doors to the Heathen opened ; as we fhall fee 
in its place. 


§ 63. 


By this time, the Brethren were fpread abroad in feve- 
ral colonies and miffions, and had a fair profpect of fettling 
more. ‘They, of courfe, wanted minifters who were regu- 
larly ordained. ‘They could not reafonably expect that a 
fuficient number of fubjects, properly qualified for the ardu- 
ous undertaking of fettling miffions among the Heathen, 
would be found ready and willing in the Lutheran church, 
with which, in other refpects, they remained in clofe con- 
nexion ; nor, that, in defect of fuch, the confiftories would 
be willing to ordain for the miniftry any Moravian Brethren, 
propofed by themfelves, however well qualified, though 
illiterate. They ftood in need of an ordination, which the 
moft rigid Epifcopalians in the Englifh colonies muft ac- 
knowledge ; that fo, their adminifteting holy baptifm, and 
other ecclefiaftical functions, might be deemed valid, Thus 
they found th.mielves under a neceffity of reviving the 
epifcopal ordination of their forefathers, in the branch of 
the Moravian Biethren which was now fhooting up afreth. 
This ordination had been acknowledged in England * ; al- 
though it was extinct in the laff Bohemian-Moravian bifhop 
Comenius, and exifted now only in the Polifh branch of the 
Unity of the Biethren. The count had, for divers reafons, 
hitherto difcountenanced it ; and the more, from an appre- 
henfion, left the Brethren might furnifh a new occafion of 
contention to fuch as would have been glad to exclude them 
from the fellowfhip of the Proteftant church, or to make 
them a particular religion or fect. But, with a view to 


* See dda Fratrum Unitatis in Angha, Reports &t. Pp 6. 
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furnifh them with duly qualified candidates for the miniftry, 
he had in 1728 done all he could to bring to effedt the Co/- 
legium paftorale pratticum at Fena, mentioned § 24, and af- 
terwards, in 1734, a Seminary in the dukedom of Wuertenberg, 
($ 54.) But, as he could not attain his aim either way, 
he was neceffitated to comply with the defire of the Mora- 
vian Brethren to have the epifcopal oidination and church- 
privileges of their fathers renewed. The choice fell upon 
David Nit{chmann, fenior, who, amongft other functions in 
the congregation, was one of thofe who had begun the 
miffion in St. Thomas, and was, at this very time, about to 
fet out upon a vifitation in the colonies and miffions; hay- 
ing alfo this year conducted a reinforcement to the colony 
in Georgia, (§ 61.) from whence he went to Pennfilvania, 
with a view to go from thence on a vilitation to St. Thomas 
and St. Croix, But, being prevented, he refigned this com- 
miffion to Spangenberg. The count had already carried on 
a correfpondence with Dr. Fablon/ky, then the eldeft bifhop, 
or fenior, of the Brethren’s Unity, about the renewal of 
the epifcopal ordination. David Nit{chmann had alfo vifited 
him feveral times, and was examined and approved by him. 
He, therefore, was, in the name of the Moravian Brethren, 
prefented by the count, as their prefent warden, in a letter 
of March the 6th 1735, to Fablonfky, and by him, with the 
fore-knowledge and concurrence of his colleague, the fenior 
Sitkoutus of Liffa in Poland, on the 13th of March x935, in 
prefence of fome witnefles of the Bohemian nation, confe- 
crated at Berlin a bifhop, or fenior, of the congregations of 
the Moravian Brethren; °° having, at the fame time, full 
«¢ powers given him to hold the incumbent vifitations, to 
<< ordain the minifters and fervants of the church there re- 
“© fident, and to perform ail the other funétions belonging to 
‘a fenior and antiftes of the church.” 


O 3 § 64. 
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§ 64, 

in the mean time, the count had received certain inform- 
ation, that the conzrcgation of the Brethren, and efpect- 
ally his own perfon, had been very much traduced in places 
where one fhould Jeaft of all have fufpected it, particularly 
at the court of Denmaik, on account of divers words and 
aftions mifconftrued or falfely related. In order that this 
might have no hurtful influence upon the miffions 
among the Heathens in the Danifh domamions; he 
found it neceflury, himfelf to make a journey in 1735 to 
Copenhagen, to folicit the king fer an Examinatian in pre- 
fence of the theological! faculty. But he received for arfwer, 
that no fuch thing was neceflary, {eeing no one had as yet 
lodged any formal complaint againft him. He, there/ore, 
haftened his return through S.sonen, by way of Yfadt, that 
he might be again at Herrnhut by Whitfuntide. This e3- 
pcditious journey through a fmall part of Sweden, gave oc- 
Cafion to anew accufation and reply. For foon aftcr, a 
refcript appeared fiom Steklelm, “* Tnat, although the count 
“* had preached at Stralfund, yet now, on account of many 
“‘ errors, he had been defitcd at Copenhagen to Jeave the 
“© country; and that, as he was fuppofed to intend fetthng 
*¢ in Sw-den, proper mcans fhould be ufed to prevent tt,» 
This obliscd him to publifh the Letter to the King of Swe- 
den, printed in December 1725 at Rat:fborn, which was 
diftributed to all the Proteftant ambaffadors at their honfes ; 
and efpeciully fent to the kings of Poland and Pruffia, ac- 
companied with very fubmillive letters under his own hand. 
Jn the Ietucr to the king of Sweden he previoufly guards 
againfk any notion, as if it were a new confeffion of faith , 
bat rather, havine been written out of the fulnefs of his 
heart, 1t was to evince, in what manner he comprehended 
the mind of the fathers, after whom he did not only fpeak 


witn bis lps, but believed and confefled then fentiments with 
hi; 
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his heart. Afterwards he explains himfelf amply and folid~ 
Jy, and almoft always in the fame terms, upon each article 
of the Confeffion of Aug/burg, as being his own confeffion, 
and that of the Brethren. This letter was received with 
uncommon eagernefs, even by the Catholic fates themfelves, 
and filenced many machinations of the enem:rs, who would 
have been glad to fee the Brethren expelled the Roman 
empire; as indeed it cannot be looked upon by any one 
i any other light, than as a folemn declaration of their ad- 
hering to the Auguftan confeffion. 


§ 65. 

In the beginning of the year 1726, the count, as though 
he had an intimation that he fhould be, for a Jong feafon, 
removed to a diftance from them, held with the elders 
and helpers at Herrnhut many important conferences 
concerning the doctrine and practice, as alfo the congrega- 
tion-reculation, their deportment towards the eftablifhed 
relision, and towards erroneous perfons, &c. and, in confe- 
quence of an invitation, fet out in February for Holland. 
The Brethren were already known here by occafion of their 
voyage to Georgia. (§ 62.) The following year, 1735, 
David Nitfchmann, junior, came to Holland, and in 1726, 
Frederic Martin, who, with his company, were bound for 
St. Thomas, by way of Curafao, and thefe weie all lovingly 
received by the friends, (as the term there ts) and introduced 
to more acquaintance. Mean while, Lelong, having had 
feveral accounts concerning Flerrnhut and the Moravian 
Brethren from Spangenberg to tranflate, communicated them 
to the public through the prefs with many encomiums, in 
his book, Godts Vonderen met zyne Kerke. (The Wonders of 
God with his Church.) Indeed, this caufed much admira~ 
tion and enquiry in Holland: but met with the entire dif- 
approbation of the count, who at all times was, leaft of all, 
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pleafed with praifes, and to whom, now efpecially, it would 
have been moft defirable to have remained unnoticed of the 
world. The prince’s dowager of Orange made enquiry, by 
a letter to him, concerning the authenticity of thefe ac- 
counts, and the fituation of the Moravian Brethren; in. 
viting him at the fame time to make her a vifit at Leuwar- 
den, and wifhing to have a colony of Moravian Brethren in 
her barony of Vff[elfein. At the fame time, the Brethren 
had been folicited by fome of the moft confiderable perfon- 
ages, in church and ftate, to iend miffions to Surinam, 
Rio de Berbice, Guinea, and Curaffaa; and fome friends had 
offered to fupply the miffion in Greenland, which was at 
that time in great difltrefs, with the neceflary provilions from 
Holland. Moreover, the Brethren had a view to fettle 
miffions among the Hortentots and Cingale/c. 

Thefe affairs induced the count to make a journey with 
his Jady, in the beginning of the year 1736, to An,flerdam. 
He commenced an acquaintance with many divines of the 
Reformed church; who, notwithftanding his diflent from 
them inthe controverted points, (with regard to which he, 
as an undifguifed Lutheran, openly avowed his own {entt- 
ments,) honoured and loved him as a particular fervans of 
God ; as he likewife, on his part, with refpect to the funda- 
mental doétrines of the Chriftian relizson, conceived much 
‘more favourable notions of them, than are ufually enter- 
tained by perfons ata diftance. He conferred with the di- 
reQ@tors of the Eafk and Weft India companies, in reference 
to the miffions defired , all of which, excepting Curafflao, 
were in a few years brouzhi to effect. In the houfe he had 
hired for himfelf, and for the accommodation of the Bre- 
thren who were come partly with him, and partly from 
other places to meet him, he kept his ufual family-devotions, 
which were attended by many mintfters, magiftrates, and 
other well difpofed perfons. But as, for want of rooms 
all the people who gathered at the door could not come 
in, it occafioned a fort of mob, which. obliged him to drop 

the 
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the meetings. He had much intercourfe with the Mennonifts 
and their teachers, whom he warned againft Crypto-“Socini- 
anifm, and actually refcued fome of them from it. Nor 
was his converfation without fome benefit, even to the cele- 
brated Artemonius, or Sgmuel Crellizs *, who alfo fought an 
interview with him; anu it proved efpecially a lafting bleff- 
ing to the two daughters of this man. On his journey ta 
Leuwarden, he vifited in Groningen, where he preached in 
the Lutheran church. But, whether his interviews with 
divers literati were either mifunderftood, or wrefted to a 
different fenfe ; or his firm adherence, in particular, to the 
doctrine of the univerial prace of God, gave offence; cer~ 
tain it is, that they in the fequel gave occafion to many 
bitter pclemical treatifes againft hins. And as all the peo- 
ple, who had attended his meetings at Amfferdam, were 
jooked upon as Herrnhbuters; all the ftrange notions and 
expreffions of fome of them were, on the one hand, charged 
upon him ; and, on the other, to render him very odious, 
he was accufed of adopting and warranting all the opinions 
of thefe people, how contradictory foever; that, having 
thus got a party among the people, he might, upon fome 
favourable oppartunity, ftrenethen the party of the prince 
of Orange, which was at that time opprefied. “This impu- 
tation brought afterwards great fuffcirngs upon him and 
the Brethren. 


* The writings of Artemonius, or Samuel Crellus, are well 
known, He was a Socinian, and a leader of that party. He is 
ftill quoted as one of their ftrongelt advocates, but the endlefs 
mercy of ovr Lord was alfo man:feft in him. He not only re- 
joiced to fee his daughters bow their knees to the Crucified; but 
he himfelf, turning to thar Lora, called upon him as his Lord 
and his God; and found, at the latter end of hts hfe, no confo- 
lation but in the atonement by the blood of Jefus, and wifhed that 
all his books could die with him. This has been teftified not 
only by his daughters, but by all yao were with him Lefore his 
end. (The Editor.) 


§ 66. 


#02 Modern History of the BaeTurun, Part TZ, 


§ 66. 


‘Bur let us firfi take a view of the immediate confe- 
quences of this journey. ‘Fhefe were, a rolony of the Bre- 
thren in Helland, and feveral miffions among the Heathen, 
which fhal] be fpecified in the next Part. As to the colony, 
after many propofals, at length a fpot was fixed upon for 1€ 
near the town cf Y/eljfein, which was immediately in 17 36 
occupied by fome Brethren called from the colony in Hol- 
ftein. Much as the princefs of Orange withed to have this 
coleny foon brought to bear, yet certain difficulties arote, 
which, in the beginning of the year 1737, were removed, 
after the count himfel? had, 1m a letter to the piincefs, firft 
obviated the inconvemence wh.ch might accrue to the ba- 
rony, if the colonifts fhould be indulged with fuch privi- 
leges, as might either render the old inhabitants envious 
and difcontented, or the new, unferviceable. ‘The princi- 
pal view with this colony, which was called Heerendyx, was, 
partly, to fettle the Brethien, who had been difmiflea from 
the principality of Holftein, in this place; and patil), to 
bave a fpot in Holland, where the miffonaries fent to the 
Heathen might {ejourn, preparing for their voyace, and fur- 
nifhing themfelvcs with the needful fea-ftores, before they went 
on board. This Jaft vicw wasattained, Although the troubles 
which foon followed, would never allow this colony to make 
any confiderable increafe, yet it proved a bleffing to many 
perfons, till the ycar 1746, wuen the Brethren fettled at 
Zeifi in the fee of Utrecht: becaufe they faw there with their 
own eyes the direétyOppofite to all that which, by reports 
and books, had been {pread abroad to the difadvantage of 
the Brethren. 


THE 


THE 
MODERN HISTORY 


OF THE 


BRETHREN. 





PART IV. 


From the fecond Commiffon at Herrnbut in 1736, 
to Count Zinzendorf’s fecond Voyage to America im 


1741. 


§ 67. 


EAN while a ftorm had been gathering, whreh 
threatened total deftruction to the Congregation at 
Fferrnbut. The difturbances about the Bohemian emipra- 
tion were not yet allayed. Pcople were ftill coming out of 
Bohemia, and were received without any noife by one or 
another of the ftates. The count was again accufed with 
refpect to the emigration of fome peogfe out of Moravia and 
Silefia, which had, however, almol€ totally ceafed fince 
1732. Add to this, that a certain nobleman, much refpected 
among the ftates of the country, on account of fome irre- 
gularities which had occurred on his eftates, (for fuch, the 
private meetings and vifits to Herrnhut were ftiled) lodged a 
complaint againft the count and the congregation at 
Herrn~ 
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Hermhut *; nor did he reft till a mandate was iffued, dated 
March the 2oth 1736, for a local commiffion to be fent to 
Herrnhut. And the very fame day the Confiium abeundi 
{order to quit the country) was dated, which was delivered 
to the count at Café/ on the arft of April, on his return 
from Holland. Which way he directed his courfe after- 
wards, and what good enfued from this exile, will appear 
hereafter. Confequently, he could not perfonally appear at 
this commiffion, how much foever he, at that time, defired 
a ftrict examination. But he fent his lady with fo much the 
greater expedition to Herrnhut, that fhe might give the ho- 
nourable commiffioners a fuitable reception. This commif- 
fion arrived at Heirnhut on the gth of May, and continued 
to. the 18th of the fame month. It confifted of the deputy- 
Jieutenant of Upper Lufatia, De Loeben, the lord of the 
bedchamber, De Hfo/zendorf, the counfellor of appeals and 
of the confiftory, Dr. He:denreich, and the {uperintendent of 
Drefden, the Rev. Dr. Loefcher. The congregation made 
mo alteration in their ufual regulations and meetings, that 
every thing might be feen and heard, as it really was. The 
elders, the helpers, and all the Brethren who were called 
before the commiffioners, fpoke with frecdom and boldnefs, 
and without the leaft 1elerve and diffimulation, committing 
all the confequences to their Lord and Saviour, They all 
avowed the doctrine of the unaltered confeffion of Augf- 
burz; nor did any debate on that head arife, except with 
fome of the liteiat:, who were either to embrace at the 
Same time the reft of the fymbolic books, or to be difmiffed 
‘from their employments in the fchools. The honourable 
commiffioners were content, upon the whole, .with the 


* This noblemir, with whom then the utmoft pains which the 
ccunt took to fet him to rights were all in vain, was afterwards, 
by a particular leading of God, convinced of his error. He not 
only vifited the corpregation at Her:mhut himfelf, which proved 
a bicfling to his own heart; but, moreover, gave his fabjects, 
whom he had feverely periecuted before, an ‘opportunity ‘* of 
‘‘ making the bef ufc of their living near real evangelical 
** Chrifans,” 

doétrine, 
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doétrine, and with what had been delivered at the meetings, 
which they evety day attended. Only in the conftitution, 
they wifhed to have one or another thing altered. But in 
this the Brethren would not acquiefce: for, being in a ftate 
of confeffion, it might have been mifconftrued in them as 
fhunning the crofs; and therefore they offered rather to 
emigrate. Thus they were left unmolefted as to thefe para 
ticulars alfo. 

I have been informed by Brethren who were prtefent, 
and find it alfo on record in the accounts of that time, 
that aj! the commiffioners were greatly furprifed and moved 
at every thing they faw and heard ; and that they teftified 
fo much the greater diflatisfaction at feveral regulations, 
nuite different from thofe of Herrnhut, which the parifhé 
minifter had intreduced amongft his parifhioners at Ber- 
tholdfdorf, and which, as it can hardly be fuppofed other- 
wife, had, for fear of cenfure, been laid afide a little while 
before the arrival of the commiffion. They declared that 
people who, for the fake of the gofpel, had forfaken all 
their fubftance, being the defcendents of a church which, 
long before the Reformation, had avowed the Proteftant doce 
trine, and had ftood up for their church-privileges and fpe- 
cial conftitution, under tortures and in prifons, ought ist 
juftice, in all the Proteftant countries, to be left to their 
own liberty of living according to the ufages derived to them 
from thei forefathe:s ; which, if mimicked in other places, 
ought to be ftiled diforder, Dr. Loefcher efpecially is faid 
to have greatly extolled the good order of the congregation 
at Herrnhut, to have acknowledged the count’s innocence, 
and exhorted the Brethren with tears to perfevere upon the 
good foundation of that doctrine they had expreffed, in con- 
nexion with the Lutheran religicn, notwithftanding all the 
indifputable defects of it, and to fhine asa light among 
their neighbours. The very fame teftimony he is faid to 
have publicly repeated at Drefden, as an encouragement to 
his own congregation, 


§ 68. 
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§ 68. 


Berore I proceed in the narrative of the. journies atrd 
tranfactions of the count and other Brethren; I will, for 
the fake of the connexion, immediately {ubjoin the confe- 
quences of this memorable commiflion. 

After a third commiffion in February 1737, on account of 
the Bohemian emigration *, at which tae Brethren’s inno- 
cence again appeared, the refolution of government, on the 
ath of Auguft 1737, was to this effect. “* That the con- 
“¢ eregation at Herrnhut thall, as long as they continue in the 
“¢ dottrine of the unaltered confi,fisn of Augfourg, be left un- 
“¢ difturbed in their regulations and difciplme, as hitherto.” 
In confequence of ths declaration, the Moravian Brethren, 
after a previous examination of all the charges alledged 
againft them, were acanowledged adherents to the Auguf- 
tan confefion ; and ther conftitution was confirmed. 

About the fame time, the count, upon the reprefentation 
of his father-in-law, De Nawner, fheld-marfhal general to 
his Pruffian majefly, was permitted to icturn to Saxony. 
However, they foon prefented him with a deed, which 
he was to fign, and by which he fhould obligate himfelf to 
remedy many dilorderly things laid to his charge. "This he 
could not do without a tacit acknowledgment of his havinz 
been guilty of thefe diforders, with reipect to which he 
found himfelf perfectly innocent. He, therefore, fol:cited 
for an examination of thefe charges, promiling, in cafe they 
Ahould be found truce, to execute the deed prefcribed to him, 
But as his petition was not granted him, he went for the 
third time into a voluntary exile. “This was conftrued as a 


* This examination, which was committed to the deputy-liev- 
tenant De Loeben, and the pri iident De Ger/dorf, concerned al} the 
tates of Upper Lufatia, who had received bohemians; and was 
taken in hand, a’ter the Royat refcript had been properly notified 
at Berthcléfdorf and Herrnhut by Mr. Marche; the occafion and 
refult of which we fhall fee hereafter, 
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perverle obftinacy in him ; and, on this account, the return 
into Saxony was, on the roth of March 1738, forbidden 
him for ever. But yet, this exile terminated at the end of 
ten years, All this time he ever retained not only an un- 
changeable affeCtion and veneration for the royal and elec- 
toral houfe of Saxony; but alfo, amidit all appearance of 
impoffibility, the firm hope of fecing, within the {pace of 
ten years, the true defign of his labour for the good of the 
Proteftant church, acknowledged, and executed through the 
fame iluftrious houfe, and the very departments that had fe- 
parated him from his beloved Herrnhut. This hope, which 
he frequently expreffed, hardiy any one could comprehend, 
till, to every one’s aftonifhment, it came to pafs; as we fhall 
fee in its place, 


§ 69. 


In the mean time, immediately upon the fight of this 
confilium abeunds, the count had repaired to Eberfdorf in 
Vogtland to his brother-in-law, count Henry the XXIX 
Reufs. He had appointed fome of his fellow-labourers to 
meet him here. Wath them he held a conference upon the 
exigences of the colonies and miffions, fuch efpecially as 
had lately been propofed in Holland. From hence he alfe 
wrote to feveral eminent adverfaries, both in ecclefiaiti- 
cal and civil ftations, earneftly befeeching them to fubmie 
the accufations againft him, which they had hitherto en- 
tertained and propagated, to an examination by a conference, 
and to hear him in his own behalf. The fame requeft he 
has often repeated fince, but never could obtainit, When- 
ever a fuitable opportunity for that end prefented itfelf, it 
has been ftudioufly avoided ; and his enemies continued to 
{peak and write againft him. 


From Eberfdorf he went to Mctteravia, where the feed 
which the late Dr. Spener, and many faithful witnefles, had 
fown with tears, hac, through a diverfity of parties, 1¢- 

ceived 


ceived damage in its growth. In. Francfirt on the Mayne, not 
knowing where to find a reftingeplace for h’s feet, he received 
from Mr. Neumann, a fteward of the count of Meerholz, a 
Yery friendly invitation to come to him to Marienborn. He 
accepted of it; and here feveral offers of places were made 
him for arefidence: but he chofe a very old, ruinous caftle, 
on a hil}, called Renneburg, for his prefent habitation ; be- 
caufe there, and in the environs of it, many poor and ig- 
norant people lived, to whom he hoped to prove a bleffing. 
On June the 14th, 1736, he arrived here, and, on the 
17th, he preached on the gofpel cf that Sunday, Of the 
loft focep. It was attended by Chriftians of various fects 
and perfuafions, and even by Jews. “He fet up fchools for 
the children; and, to prevent their going about begging, 
{which was their common custom) he diftributed bread 
and money for clothing among them. Yet even taefe zood 
inftitutions foon met with oppofition ; and endeavours were 
ufed to hinder the public meetings, in a country where, 
otherwife, every one may belicve and {peak what he pieafes. 
The count found it expedient to explain himfelf or this 
head to the count of Yfenlurz lVaechterfbach, fovereign of 
the territory; intimating, that the pure motive of his re- 
pairing to Ronneburg had been, to have an opportunity of 
preaching the gofpe] to the poor, to the falvation of their 
fou's. 

Hither his lady followed him on the 13th of July, with 
their children, having ftaid at Herrnhut till the conclufion 
of the commiffion, and made due provifion for the care and 
management of the inftitutions there. It was here alfo that 
thofe Brethren met, who were intended for miffions and coe 
Jonies. With them he began, in great poverty, that bleffed 
houfehold, which afterwards, for many years, was known 
by the name of, The Pilgrim-Congregation, 1n which fo many 
Jabourers amongit Chriftians and Heathens were prepared, 
fent out into all the world, and, on their return, refrefhed 
both in body and foul. 
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Jury the 27th 1736 the count fet out upon his journey 
to Livonia, fo long and often wifhed-foi, by way of ena, 
Halle, and Berling where he conferred with fome Brethren 
from Herenhut concerning the colony in Dani/h Holfein, 
which he neither would advifey nor hindet. As early as the 
years 1729 and 173¢C, at the inflance of a certain clergyman, 
who haj heard many good reports concerning Herrnhut, 
and wifhed to become utore intimately acquaint:d with the 
Brethren, Chriftian David and David Nit{cbmann had nvade 
a vilfitin Livonia; and, fince that ume, many perfons of 
rank, both of the clergy and Tatty, had folictted the count 
for a vilit. He arnved on the 8th of September at Riga, 
where he vifited the fuperintendent general /ifcher, and the 
general De Campenhaufen, and became acquainted with fee 
veral Swedifh ofrers, who, during their captivity in Si- 
berta, had inflituted and fupported that celebratcd and Jaud- 
able fchool. In Welmarfrof he vilited lady De Hfallart, 
reli€t of general Hallart, a pious lady from Saxony, whom 
God, among others, made ufe of for the introduchon, not 
only of the writings, but alfoof miniilcrs from Halle, into 
Livema and Rufia. In Reval he had, among others, au ine 
terview with the paftor primarius A¢:{ioitz, and the Rev. 
Miffrs. Vrerortd and Guifi¥, and preached in the church of 
St. Olaus, and in the caticdral Many of the ftates of the 
country would have cladly kept him with them, and made 
various well-mcant propofals to him. On his return, he 
could not refufe preaching at Riga for the fuperintendent 
general at St. James’s church, which he did afterwards 
twice more. On this journey he had an opportunity of 
converfing with fome of the mcf confiderable clergymen 
in Livopsa, to whom he pave hs advice how to labour 
with fucccfs among the Lettonian and Evihsnian nations. 
He alfo opened a fubfcrption for printing Bibles at a low 

price, 
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price, for the benefit of the poor country-people; as it ap- 
pears from the Preface to the Lettonian Bible. Many perfons 
of rank folicited him for private tutors and faithful domef- 
ties. Miunifters begged of him afiftants in their churches 
gad {chools. Lady Hallart, in particular, requefted of him 
an houfe-chaplain, and catechifts for the ufe of an inftitution 
at Wolmarfhof intended to prepare fchoo]-mafters, The 
count promifed to gratify all their wifhes, as far as lay in 
his power; in confequence of which, his firft care was, 
to difpatch thither, 1n 1737, five Brethren. Among thefe 
was Magnus Frederic Buntebart, a ftudent of divinity, -of the 
inftutution of Jena, which was then ftili fourifhing ; (§ 24.) 
who, upon a vocation tu the office of catechift from lady 
Hallart, having, at his examination before the fuperintend- 
ent general Fifcher, met with eatraordinary approbation, 
was appuinted affiftant to the Rev. Mr. Barlach at Wol- 
marfhot, with a view to prepere, in tne {chool lately fet om 
foot, grown Lettonian peafants for fchool-mafters, and 
young people for the holy communion. To fay nothing of 
the bleffing which attended the reft of the Ercthren fent to 
Livonia; an awakening arofe among the peafants, both in 
and out of this fchool, which foon amounted to thoufands. 
And as this, on account of fome diforders, which, in 
the beginning, had crept in, and could not be approved of, 
no more than they could immedtately be put a ftop to in the 
fiift zeal, made a great flir, giving occafion to various re- 
ports, and hurd oppreffions, the tchool-inftitution was ex- 
amined into by an Impertal general church-vifitation, when 
not only the doctrine and method were approved, but even 
other lords vf manors and minifters were advifed to fend to 
this praife-worthy inftitution young people to be prepared 
for parifh-clerks and fchool-mafters, Many, even fuch as 
at firft had endeavoured to hinder it, were induced to inte- 
reft themfelves in this inflitution,; by which means the 
awakening fpread farther and farther. 


§ 71. 
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§ 71. 


Ter count, upon his retern through Berlin, wat ine 
vited te Pufterhaufen by the king, Frederic William, to whom 
various unfavourable notions about the count had been inh« 
muated. After feveral Jong and ample converfations, during 
the three days he was obliged to {pend there, the king, hav- 
ing received very different conceptions of him, declared, in 
fome rather harfh expreffions, in prefence of the whole court, 
that he regarded the accufations, that the count occafioned 
confuftous in church and ftate, as calumnies , and that his 
view, as a count, of propagating the kingdom of God, how 
extraordinary foever, was fo far from deferving cenfure, that 
it fhould rather be encouraged and fupported *. But that 
this might be done in the ufual order, and without fhow, 
he advifed him to receive a regular ordination. For the 
fake of the miffions in the Enghith dominions, it was moft 
expedient that he fhould receive an ep:/copal ordination; and, 
on account of the Moravian Brethren, the ordination of the 
church of the Brethren was required; which no one could 
confer unon him but the eldeft antiftes of the Unity at that 
time, Dr. Daniel Ernef? Fablonfky, who was at the fame 
time dean of the king’s chapel at the cours cf Berlin; and 
David Nithhmann. The kung, therefore, ordered the dean 
of his chapel to confer upon this head with the count, whom 
he characterifes ** an honcft and fenfible man, who hath 
“no other views, but the p.opagation of true and folid 
“ Chriftianity, and the found doctrine of the word of God.” 
Upon the report Jablonfky made of the refult of their con- 
ference, the count requefted of the king, as a condition 
without which ke could not receive ordination, that the 


* This the king endeavoured > put in practice, fending, by 
foecial favour, an order to count Degenfeld, his msmitler of the 
circle of the Upper Rhne, to fupport the fetrlements of the 
Brethren in thofz parts. (See 44a Fratrum, App. \x\s Ps 45+ NOle, 
where 18 15 t be reac User Réiue, inttead of Nether Rbrne.) 
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Lutheran deans at Berlin might firft examine into his ortho, 
doxy and fentiments, fince he would not be invefted with 
eis Finction otherwife than as a Lutheran divine. Upon 
¢il8; the king ordered the Lutheran deans Reinbeck and Ro- 
WF to ‘take this examination upon them. For this exami- 
nation, the aim of which was to infure to the congregation 
fecurity and tranquillity, as far asthe form of the crofs would 
admit; to further the preaching of the gofpel, and to guard 
fincere fouls againft incurring guilt by aggrievang the Bre- 
thren; be delivered the requifite documents to the deans, 
intimating to them where they might hind the accufations 
which were propagated in the dark, without any detiiment 
to their authors and abettors. For this purpofe he gave 
them half a year’s time, and profecuted his journey to his 
family in /Vetteravia. 


§ 72. 


Not far from Ronneburg, he was informed that his lady 
and her family, together with the Brethren fhe had with 
her, had been driven thence by the malevolence of the ftew- 
ard, who would not allow of the preaching of the gofpel, 
and the charity-fchool, and had repaired to Francfort. Here 
he found the Brethren in a bleffed intercourfe with fome 
awakened fouls, even fuch as had fuffered themfelves to be 
drawn into feparatifm ; fome of whom were, through their 
remonftrances, reconciled to the church. "Thee wifhed to 
attend his family-devotions, He allowed it to fome of them ; 
and was afterwards obliged, in order to prevent fufpicions 
among the people, to admit every one, To obviate all fhow, 
and prevent commotions amonz the maguftiates and the clergy 
on that account, he gave them an information of it in write 
ing, and replied to fome queries which had been put to the 
awakened fouls refpeCting his perfon and tranfaCuons. Af- 
ter his return from his tour through Holland and England 
in the beginning of the year 1737, he publithed here, The 
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Fixth Declaration of his Mind, and of the Ground of his Ad- 
herence to the Lutheran Church, which is well worth reading. 

Before his journey to England, he held, with the con- 
fent of the count of Mcerbolz, in Martenborn, the palace of 
the counts of Yjenburg, which he afterwards rented for his 
family, from the roth to the 12th of December 1736, the 
firft fynod of the renewed church of the Brethren. This 
fynod confifted of fuch labourers from Herrnhut and other 
places, as happered to be then with him. The moft im- 
portant affairs relative to the church of the Brethren, and the 
propagation of the kingdom of God through the fervice of 
the Brethren, efpecially among the Heathen, were, at this 
fynod, difcufled, and the neceffary refolutions taken. 


§ 73 


Upon his journey to England, the count made vifits in 
Holland tasmany great perfonages, efpecially at the Hfugue. 
But he fell into a di{pute with an eminent divine, upon the 
fubject of unconditional election and reprobation, which 
has been attended with painful confequences. On the 20th 
of January 1737 he arrived at London His view was pro- 
perly to confer with Dr. ohn Potter (a man admirably verfed 
in ecclefiaftical hiftory, and in the canon-Jaw; who, frog be- 
ing bifhop of Oxford, had juft then been promoted to the archi 
epifcopal fee of Canterbury) concerning the affair of the Ma- 
ravian church, and the ordination, which he was now going 
to receive. He had, feveral years before, written to him on 
this fubject ; bur the letter having, fome way or other, mif- 
carried, was now firft anfwered in a brotherly manner, On 
this occafion the count became acquainted with general Ogle- 
thorpe, and the Trufices of Georgia, with whom he entered 
into a conference relative to the colony of the Brethren there, 
Some of thefe truftees were Affociates of the late Dr. Bray, 
who had, by his Jaft will and teftament, made provifion for 
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the converfion of the Negroes in South Carolina. ‘Thefe 
gentlemen folicited the count for fome miffionaries to be feiie 
thither. Upon his objecting that the church of England 
would not acknowledge the Brethren as duly ordained, they 
font deputies to confult the archbifhop on this head; and 
obtained the following anfwer. ** That the Moravian Bre- 
‘¢ thren were an apoftolical and epifcopal ciuurch, not 
“© fuftaining any dotrines repugnant to the XX X{X Articles 
“¢ of the church of England *; that they, therefore, could 
“© not with propriety, nor ought to, be hindered from preach- 
6 ing the gofpel to the Heathen +.” 

Befides thefe, the count made acquaintance with fevera] 
Jords, and with fundry dignitaries of the church of England, 
He alfo became acquainted with a learned Quaker, ‘Zofias 
Martin, to pleafe whom, he drew up a concife hiftory of 
the Brethren in French; as he alfo afterwards, during his 
fecond voyage to America, took more pains to be of fervice 
to that people. 

Some well difpofed Germans attended, amongft others, 
his famiuy-devotions. To thele, the Brethren that were 
with him proved a blefling. At his departure they folicit- 
ed him to make fome kind of regulations among them for 


* "Phe quettion was not, Whether the Brethren believe what 
the church of England teaches? but, Whether their tenets are 
repugnant to the Therty-naene Ariscles, as the confefion of the 
church of Enoland, which, as to the effential parr, is not dif- 
gerent from the Confeffion of Aug fouig ? The Rev. Mr. Lintrup, a 
Danifh divine, has thown the harmony of both thefe confeffions, 
atledging for proof the words of Dr. Bull, late bifhop of St. Da- 
wra's; ‘* Confefionem Augufanam, urpote omnium reformata- 
‘© rum nobilifimam, ita fecutt funt ecclefie nofire proceres, ut, 
*© quiiiam ignoret, articulurum noftrorum mentem ac fenten- 
*“‘ tiam via recté percepturus fit.” The purport of which is, 
That the Thirty-nine Articles of the church of England maf 
be underftood and explained according to the fenfe of the 
éonffion of Aupfburg. 

4+ See 4@a Fratrum, &c. App. X, p. Whe 
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their farther edification. He complied with their requeft. 
On his way to Germany, through Holland, where he dif- 
patched the deputy from the 'miffion, in Greenland, Chri/- 
an Stach, for his return thither, a fimilar fociety formed it- 
felf at Amferdam, under the direction of fome pious mi- 
niifters. 


§ 74. 
Arter a fhort ftay at Francfort on the Adayne, (§ 72.) the 


count went with his family to Berlin, where he prefented 
himfelf for the conference and examination of his orthodoxy, 
which he himfelf had requefted, and the king had direéted 
the Lutheran deans to take in hand. (§71.) Their Report * to 
the king was to this effect: ‘© That they tound no other 
*© doctrine held by him, but what is taught in the evangelic + 
«© church.” Scruples were, indeed, fuggefted to the king, 
whether this ordination, and the Moravian church-confti- 
tution, hereby acknowledged in Germany, might not have 
the appearance of @ fourth Religion in the Roman Empire? The 
king required the fentiments of the dean of his chapel on 
this head: by which the affair was delayed for fome time, 
But Jablonfey having found no fufficient ground for fcru- 
pulofity on this account, and having fubmitted st to the ex- 
amination of the civil courts, a refcript was fent him to put it 
into execution, Thus, onthe 20th of May 1737, the count, 
{whom I fhall henceforth ftile, The Ordinary of the Brethren, 
although it was not till fome time after that he was known 
to the public under this title) in the quality of a Lutheran 
divine {, who had already been feveral times, and now but 


very 


* See the Anfwer of the late king of Prxjfa to the Report of 
the commitice appointed to confer with cunnt Zinzendorf, &F¢. 
Aa Fratrvum Unitatts in Anglia, Append. xi p. 11. 

+ So the durheran churca is calied at the Geman courts. 
(The Editor ) 

~ The queftion, “© Whether the count, having received the~ 
‘‘ epifcopal ordination, which none but the eldeft antittes of 
‘6 the Unity could impart to him, did thereby yo over to the 
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very Jately, examined and approved as fuch; received, by 
the hands of the eldeft antiftes of the Polifh bramch, Daaned. 
Fipnisft Fablonfky, and of the firft bifhop of the renewed Mam 
ravians branch, David Nitfchmann, (§ 63 ) and with the con- 
Currence and bieffing of the fenior S:thovius of Liffa, the 
epifeopal Ordination, the inftrument of which was executed 
on the 24th of June*. The archbifhop of Canterbury, 
who ftiles the epifcopacy of the Brethren, Sandéfam, vereque 
illufirem Cathedram (facred and juftly celebrated), cordially 
congratulated him upon this event+ ; promifing his love, 
affection, and his utmoft affiftance, to this church of confeflors, 
‘© having hitherto (he writes) invariably maintained beth the 
“© pure and primitive faith, and the difcipline of the firtt 
¢* church; being neither intimidated by dangers, nor fe+ 
s« duced by the manifold temptations of Satan,” 


§ 75. 


Ir was during the ordinary’s ftay at Berhm, that field-mar- 
fhal ceneral De Nazmer, his father-in-law, had obtained of 
the kinz of Poland permiffion for him to return to Herrnhut. 
He arrived there June the 30th 1737. Soon after follows 
ed his majefty’s royal decree of confirmation refpecting 


«* Reformed religion, fince this fame antiftes was, at that ve 
«* time, invefted with an office in the Reformed church?” he 
himfelf has anfweredin a letter to a minifler in Sweden. See 
the Buedingen-Colle@icn, UN. pe 3. 

However, by this flep alfo he raifed again many adverfa- 
ries apainft himfelf ; and many who had before praifed his views’ 
and abetted them, now repented of what they had done. Bue‘ 
Jablenfey perfevered in his friendfhip till his end sn 1741. 

As to the count’s fentiments concerning the epifcopal ordina~ 
tion of the Brethren, they may be read in his Marwral Refie&rons, 
p. ipa. n. i. p. 267. Apolog. Declaration, Que. 166. Frnal 
Apology, p. 210. Ques. 520. 

* This Lafrument may be found at large in the 44a Fratrum, 
App. xvi. p. 3, F feg : 

+ The whole of this conpratulatory letter is to be feen in the 
Egitor s Preface to this Hiliory. 


Herrnhut, 
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Herrnbut, dated Aupuf theyth, 1797, thinh.bas been menry 
tioned above. (§ 68.) The Rev. Mr. Robie, minifter oftisd: 
parifh of Bertholdjderf, to the preat prief of the orditie 
accepted a vocation to Herm/fdorf, near Geerliz, fromseelsishs 
place he, in 1739, removed to Tonnendorf, on the bordess: 
of Silefia. Cafpar Leonhard Mukke of Nochten was nomi-, 
nated in his room for Bertholdfdorf, to whom the congres 
gation at Herrnhut was alfo recommended. It being re-: 
quired of the ordinary to fign a declaration (§ 68.) which he 
could not in confcience comply with, he, on the ath of De» 
cember 1727, went again into exile, having delivered his: 
farewell-difcourfe to the congregation on thefe lines of art" 
hymn: 
«© Let thy true follow’rs, though opprefs’d, 
‘© Beneath oppreffion, conqu’rors be !”” 


On the 13th of April 1738, a refcript was fent to Herrn- 
hut, in which the count was forbidden ever to return into 
the country. He again repaired to Wetteravia; from 
whence, purfuant to the folicitation of his friends at Londbtt, 
he difpatched fome Brethren to Lngland, Georgta, and 
Carolina; as we fhall fee hereafter. Before the end of the 
fame year, he went to Berlin, by way of ‘Zena, where hig. 
eldeft fon Chri/tian Renatus had been refident fince January 
4737 

§ 76. 


ApouT the end of the year 1737, his lady, with her children, 
followed him hither, from Herrnhut; and his fon with hie 
tutors, from Jena; as allo fome labourers from Herrnhut and 
other places. He hired an houfe, and, having regulated his 
family, held daily meetings, as ufual in a congregation, Many, 
people were deftrous of attending them; but, on account of che: 
fhow he apprehendcd it might a he was {crupulons to 
permit it. But yet, feme clergymen requefting of him te 
hold public meetings, he defired to know the king’s pleafure. 
on that head, who wifhed him the bleffing of God to his 

undertaking, 
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undertaking. He alfo wrote to the principal divines, re- 

quefking that, if they entertained any fcruples concern- 
meshim, they would freely difclofe them to him. Having 
eee wed with dean Reinbeck and the prefident of the con- 
hltery De Reichenbach, with refpect to the intended public 
mettings, he allowed fome few perfons, not indeed to come 
to his ufual family-devotions, but, to attend the difcourfes to 
be held on purpofe, in his own apartment; but this, and 
at length the faloon itfelf, proved too fmall. He di- 
vided the men and women, preaching to each of the fexcs 
twice a week; and yet the numbers were fo great, that, for 
want of room, no benches, or even a chair, could be fet in 
the place. Citizens and foldiers, clergy and courtiers ftood 
promifcuoufly together; but for fome minifters of itate, 
and generals, and for weakly people, convenience was made 
for fitting in an adjoining apartment. ‘Tchus, from the firft 
of January, to the 27th of Apri] 1738, he delivered Szxty 
Difcourfes upon the expofition of the fecord article in Lu- 
ther’s catechifn, the Lord's prayer, and fome texts of fcrip- 
ture. Thefe he got printed, with a dedication to the quern, 
in order to refute thofc falfe copies of them, which had been 
either wholly invented, or taken down inaccurately. They 
have alfo been tranflated into divers other languages, and 
have been read with great bleffing * 





Attempts were indeed made to prejudice the king again 
him ; and the writings of fome adverfaries were put into his 
hands. But the king behaved, as every impartial judge 
ought to do. He refolved to give the accufed party an hear- 
ing, before he would pafs fentence, For this purpofe, having 
marked the paflares he hefitated about, he fent the book tu the 
ordinary, requeltingan an{wer to them, which he alfo recerved. 
‘The king affured him he was convinced of the integrity of 


* Sixteen of thefe Difcourfes have been tranflated, and publifhed 
in England. (Tbe Editor.) 


his 
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his views, arid took a gracious leave of him at Potfdam, at his 
departure, on the 27th of April. 

The ordinary did not fettle a congregation at Berlin, nog 
did he in any other place where he preached. But he was 
prevailed upon by fome of the awakened, amongft whom: 
were alfo clercymen, to give them, the day before his de- 
parture, good advice how, under the direction of a refpect- 
able miniter, they might begin and continue their fellow- 
fhip. On the 29th of April he fet out by way of Cotbus, 
where he had appointed fome Jabourers from Herrnhut to 
meet him for a conference, on his return to Wetteravia, 


§ 77. 


Durinc his rcfidence at Berlin at this time, he renewed 
aifo his acquaintance with the Bohemians of Gerlachfbeim and 
therr minslter Auguftin Schulz, mentioned above. (§ 43, 445 
AS.) But, on account of their difputes with the Bobemians 
of Grofs Hennerfdorf, he did not find it proper to enter into 
a nearer connexion with them. However, as we fhall find 
them mentioned oftener in the fequcl, we muft fee how they 
came from Saxony to Berlin, and in what fituation they 
were at this time, 

The emigration out of Bohemia to Gerlach/reim had gone 
on in ftiuincfs, and without any farther cnquiry about it, 
until, in autumn 1736, feventy-two perfons arrived there at 
once from the village Czerweny, mm the terrtory of Landf- 
cron. The prince of Lichtenfiin, to whom this lordfhip 
belonged, having lodged a complaint againft it at the court 
of Drefden, received for anfwer, that he might feek and 
oblige fuch of his fubyecls to return, wherever he fhould 
meet with them, as had emugratcd fince the edict iffued from 
that court, forbidling the reception of emigrants; who, 
thus, were caciuded from the benefit of being proteéted, 

hev were cngvircd after at Herrnhut, but none found 
there, (§ 63.) Thus the friends of the ftudent Schulz gained 

time, 
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tine, and advifed him to get thefe peoplé. out of the way, 
and take better care of himfelf. Accordingly,‘ he fet ‘their 
danger before them, and advifed them to remove to a greater 
Gfance. Their reply was, “ Whither thou goeft, we will 
“tia; and where thou lodgef?, we will ledge.” (Ruth i. 16.) 
But being himfelf apprehenfive of fome difpleafure, and 
that, if thefe people were difcovered, ftill more of their 
countrymen would be carried back, and others deterred from 
emigrating for the future, he retired in ftilnefs to Cotbus, 
and thofe who had emigrated lalt, followed him. The lord 
of the manor of Gerlachfaeim, confidering it as intended to 
entice away Ins fubject, threatened to oblige the old fet- 





tlers, who had no reafon to go away, to make the fuppofed 
Jofs good to him. ‘Thefe poor people being incapable of 
raifing the fum required, were deprived of all their fub- 
flance, and forced, in the fame wretched condition as they 
had Ieft Bohemia, to follow after their teacher, in Febru- 
ary 1737, through a deep fnow, four bundred in number, 
At Cotbus they found two hundred Bohemians bc fore them, 
who, fince the emigration tn 1732, h.d from time to time 
yepaited to Grofs Henuerfdorf, but could not be received by 
the Jady of the manor, fince the electoral inhibition, and, 
after half a year’s inftruction under their faithful and bleffed 
minifter Janek, were obliged to go farther. Thefe intended 
to fettle near Cotbus, inviting Me, Wines to be their minifter. 
But he dying in November 1726, they now received the 
ftudent Schulz as their mintfter. Upon an order from the 
king, they went to Bern, where lands were affigned them. 
Confequently three Bohemian colomes mt at Berlin : 
1, Thofe who in 1722 went thither from Grofs 
Hennes {dorf, about five hundred perfons. 
2. Thofe who, after that time, went through Hen- 
ncrfdorf to Cotbus, two hundred in number. 
3. Thofe who went thither from Gerlachfheim by 
way cf Cotbus, between four amd five hundred 


perfons, 
The 
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The fis® colony had fettled as citizens in Walliam’s. 
Street at Berlin. For the fecond colony, two farms were 
affigned in the village Ruek/dorf, near Berlin, on the road: 
to Cotbus; which were to be divided among eighteen fae 
milies. But as thefe farms were not fufficieat for then, 
Schulz advifed his Bohemians from Gerlachfheim, whom. 
he withed to keep together, and to fee employed in huf- 
bandry, to fettle there. Thus, part of the third colony 
not only built thefe eighteen farm-houfes, burt alfo many 
other {maller houfes, the inhabitants of which earn their 
bread by 2 cotton-manufacture, which the Bohemians pro- 
perly firft began, and fet a going. The ftudent Schulz was 
appointed their minifter. He, after declining it for a long 
time, confented to be o:dained, at the confecration of the 
Bohemian church in 1737. (§ 41.) The great concourfe 
both of Germans and Bohemians, (for at the Bohemian 
church a German fermon was likewife preached in the 
morning, and Schulz continued the meetings at his owa 
hou(e) and the endeavours of his Bohemians to reftore their 
regulations, which they had enjoyed at Gerlachfheim, and 
which had been interrupted by their travels, ftirred up en 
vy, chagrin, and various calummies ; which, together with 
the {eparation already fublhi{ting among the Bohemians of 
the firft colony, (15 will be related hereafter) rendered the 
union of his conzregation with them impoffible, Schulz, 
therefore, withdrew from Berlin to the colony at Ruekf- 
dorf; whither tho’ of his congregation who lived at Berlin, 
came to attend divine fervice; fince they in the church in 
the city heard nothing which could contribute to their edifie 
cation, but things which bred contention, They had, be- 
fides, their private meetings in an houfe in Wailliam’s 
Street, inftructing their children, who were ill treated by 
the reft, at home Ly themfelves, 

In the mean time, Liberda, coming to Berlin, ($ 41.) was 
appointed minifter of the Bohemians at the Betalehem- 
church, He was very defirous of eftablifhing an union. 


But 
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But not being agreed with Schu/z in the doctrine ; the former 
preaching to the Bohemians a reward for the perfecution ‘and 
felf-denial they had undergone, by temporal reputation and 
tiches ; but the latter, the imitation of the crucified Jefus by 
reproach and poverty ; they foon fell at variance again, and 
the more, as there was no want of fecret defamations of, 
and {nares laid for, Schulz and his congregation. 

Under thefe circumftances, the ordinary could not com- 
ply with Schulz’s defire that he would take care of the Bo- 
hemians; and could do no more than give them his beft 
advice and cordial wifhes, till the matter fhould be more 
cleared up. 

§ 78. 


= 


Tue ordinary being returned to //etteravia, and having 
moved into a part of the palace of the count of Venhur¢ 
Meerbolz, called Adarienborn, was intent upon eftabufning, 
in the neighbourhood of it, a colony for fome Moravia. Bre- 
thren. But the count of Yenburg Buedinecs having om red 
the Brethren a piece of land for a fettlement near the Fivag- 
church; this proved more eligible to them, ‘The urdinery, 
then abfent, confented to it, though in terms implyine {ome 
difidence. This colony was begun in the year 1738, ua- 
der the name of Herrntaag. 

About this very time, many perfons out of Reformes 
countries being defirous to join the congregation of the Bre- 
thren, and fome, on account of their connexion with them, 
being, foon after, banifhed their countiy; der+nhaag was 
intended, at the fame time, to be fuch an afylurr for thems 
as Herrnhut had proved for the Moravian Brethren and for 
Lutherazs. For thefe purpofes, the Ercthien rather chofe 
feparate places, than fettlements in, or near, cities ; hoping 
that, by this means, they and their children might remain 
in peace, being out of the way of the old inhabitants, and 
neither making any unneceflary fhow with the ufages of 

their 
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their church, nor giving any occafign for others to mimic 
them, The congregation at Rerrnbaag was fettled on the 
6th of July 1740, being the anniverfary of Jobe Hujr’s mas 
tyrdom: and in a few years it exceeded the congregation at 
Herrnhut in the number of inhabitants. For as many con- 
troverfial writings againft the Brethren were pow every 
where circulated in the world ; people out of various coune 
tries were induced to obtain fome knowledge of thefe decried 
Brethren, and of their ordinary tn particular; to fee whether 
the reports of them were true. Many, being convinced of 
the contrary, afked leave ta ftay. Far more agreeable would 
it have been to the ordinary, had they remained in their 
former places, fhining as a light in darknefs; but he could 
not always prevent it: and the lefs, as his fellow-labourers 
entertained fentiments in this refpect fomewhat different 
from his own, not finding it in their hearts to fend away 
people, who were not tolerated in their own places. Yet 
the new-comers were clofely examined from time to time, 
and mary, often the greateft part of them, were, by friendly 
reprefentations, induced to return eitber to their own places, 


or to fuch, in which they might enjoy liberty of confcience 
and the fellowfhip of the Brethren. 


§ 79. 

In the mean while, more miffions had been undertaken, 
which I am now to mention. During the refidence of the 
ordinary at Am/ferdam, in the beginning of the year 1736, 
(§ 65.) the miffions to Guznea and the Cape of Good Hope in 
Africa, to Ceylon in the Eatft-indies, and to Serdice in South 
Amcrica, had been partly propofed by friends of the Bre- 
thren, in civil and ecclefiatt.cal offices, and partly approved ; 
and treaties on thefe heads entered upon with the direteors of 
the Eaft and Welt India compantes. 

For the ficlt, viz. to Guinea, Chriftian Protten, a mulatto 
from Guinea, who, after his baptifm, had ftudsed divinity 


ac 
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at Copenhagen, and ia 135, having become acquainted 
with the count, was come to Herrnhut, had offered himfelf. 
Hae 6 he fet out for that purpofe, in company of Henry 
from Herrnhut for‘Holland, and‘failed from thence 
arch 1737 for Guinea. They arrived there on the 
no of May. The latter foon after departed this life: 
but the former ftaid fome years longer there, and returned in 
741. He has fince been there twice again, by his own 
choice; and departed this life in 1769. Wihithin thefe few 
years, preparations have again been made for a miffion thi- 
ther ; -as will be fcen in its place. 

George Schmid, who, together with A¢elchior Nit{chmann, 
in 1728, on ajourney through Bohemia, was imprifoned, 
and in 1734 enlarged by the interpofition of the ordinary ; 
fet out from Holland, in 1737, for the Cape of Good Hope ; 
having in 1736 arrived from Herrnhut at Amfterdam for 
that purpofe, where he was obliged to wait a whole year. 
Being landed at the Cape the gth of July, he foon went 
feveral miles farther into the country among the Hottentots ; 
where, having erected a hut for himfelf near Sergeant's River, 
he cleared a fpot of land for a plantation. The Hfottentots 
gained fuch a confidence to him, as to fend their children 
to fchool on his plantation. Being incapable of learning the 
language of the Hottentors, he taught them to read and fing 
in Low Dutch; inftructing both them and their parents in 
the Chriftian religion, and keeping them clofely to a regu- 
Yar employment. But no fooner had he begun to baptife 
fome of them, (for he aétually baptifed feven grown perfons) 
but he met with fo many impediments and difficulties, that 
he was obliged to return to Europe in 1744, in hopes of 
obtaining in Holland the liberty to go again thither, and 
eontinue his inftruction of the Hottentots. But al! the en- 
deavours, which both he and other Brethren ufed, to revifit 
the forfaken Hottentots, who, by authentic accounts, kept 
ftill feveral years together, and longed for their teacher, have 
hitherto proved incfectual. 


§ 8a. 
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For Ceylon, even after the publication of the Paftoral 
Letter-of Amfterdam (of which more will be mentioned bere- 
after) the Brethren David Nitfcbmann, junior, and Frederic 
Eller, a phyfician, obtained, in 1738, 2 pafspurt-aad a free 
paflage. After a toilfome voyage, during which cighty perfgns, 
and among them the dodtor of the hip, died, which obliged 
Eller to fupply his place; when both thefe Brethren, by 
their converfation and teftimony, proved a bleffing to many, 
they arrived at the Cape in July 1739. Here they found 
Schmid fill labouring with blefiing among the Hottentots : 
but the Paftoral Letter brought, even then, many fufferings 
upon them. In the beginning of the year 1740 they arrived 
at Colombo, where they met with a kind reception fram go- 
vernor Imboff, who, notwithftanding many objections fug- 
gelted by the Paftoral Letter, which protracted the progrefs 
of their journey above a quarter of a year, forwarded thea 
to the Cingalefe. (Thus the natives of the ifland of Ceyfon 
are called.) Thefe had been cayktioned againft them, as 
Atheifts, But, on fpeaking with the Brethren, they got a 
confidence to, and were fond of hearing, them. However, 
when fome awakened perfohs in Colombe, who were ate 
quainted with the Brethren, began to hold meetings, the 
new governor was prevailed upon to order the Brethten, ftiff 
in the fame year, to quit the country. A blefling was mever- 
thelefs left behiad them, which has been fince fought for 
again. 

To Rio de Berbize near Surinam in South America, the 
Brethren Fobn Guettner, and Lewis Chriffopher Debne were 
expedited in 1738. They were follawed im 1440 by Beutel 
and his wife. Having dwelt and worked for a while on the 
company’s plantation, they, in the fame year, took a Jot 
of land epoe the borders of the colony, where they tiulti- 
vated a plantation, which they called Piigerbat ; andy hatdug 
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acquired the language of the Pocts, or rather draweks,: en- 
deavoured to bring them to the knowledge of their Creator. 
Bust twas not till ten years after, that the mifion, though 
qe-thie fame time under great preffurcs, began to flourifh : as 
we fhall fee in the fequel of this Hiftory. 


§ Sr. 


THE miffion among the Necroes in South Carolina, which 
took place in the year 1738, proved the occafion of a great 
awakening in E£xnglaud. 1 will relate this matter from the 
very beginning. When the fecond colony of Brethren went 
to Georgia in 1735, three zealous Englith clergymen were 
on board the fame fhip, the Rev. Mefl. ohn and Charles 
Wefley, and Benjamin Ingham. Thele having, by this oc- 
cafion, gained a peculiar affection for the Brethren, fent fo 
many favourable reports of them to England, that it raifed 
a defire 1n many pious perfons to get a more intimate know- 
ledge of, and acquaintance with, them, (§ 61.) Joba 
Wefley became the minifter at Savannah ; his brother 
Charles attended geneial Oglethorpe in quality of fecretary ; 
and Jugham, in conjunction with the Bohemian Brother 
Rofa and his wife, fet up a fchool for the, Indiays. This 
fchool was called /rene, and lay not far fiom an Indsan vu- 
Jage. In the beginning of the year 1737, when the ordi- 
nary refided at London (§ 73.) with a view to confer with 
the Englith bithops concerning the Moravian epifcopacy ; 
che was folicited by the affociates of the late Dr. Bray to fur- 
nifh them with fome Breshren.to be employed in the con- 
verfion of the Negroes in South Carolina. He, at the fame 
time, became acquainted with Charles Welley, who was 
returned with general Oglethorpe from Georgia, and with 
fome other awakened Germans, who requefted of him a Bro- 
ther, to lead them on in the truth they profeffed. For themiffion 
to South Carolina Peter Boehler was called from the univerfity 
of Jena; and was likewife ordained minifter of the colotiy 


of 
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of: the Brethren in Georgia. ‘eorge Schutius,. a. Moravia 
was appointed his -affiftant ,amomg the Negroes. They 
ayrived at London the.18th of February 1738, and de 
livered their letters to the correfpondent of the ordinary. 
At the fame time Fabn Wefley, lately returned from Geargis, 
brought letters from the Brethren there. He, rejoicing to 
find Moravian Brethren here, introduced them to his friends. 
Wenceflaus Neiffer, who had conducted the Brethren thus 
far, renewed the acquaintance he had made with fome Ger- 
mans during his ftay here with the ordinary the year be- 
fore. Peter Boehler was defired by John and Charles 
Welley to go with them to Oxford ; where he, at their in- 
ftance, held meetings for the edification of awakened people, 
both learned and unlearned. This he did in Latin, which, 
for the fake of the latter, was interpreted by the Rev. Yobx 
Gambold, a clergyman of the church of England, who proved 
afterwards a bleffed inftrument in the church of the Brethéten. 
At thetr.return to London, the Brethren were much fought 
for by many pious perfons, who took them into their vef- 
tries *, in order to converfe with them concerning the way 
of falvation. This caufed a great emotion. ‘ohn Wefley 
himfelf, an eloquent man, and mighty in the fcriptures, 
like Apollos, (Acts xviii.) having, by means of the word of 
reconciliation, and the living evidences of it he found in 
fome Germans of the fociety of the Brethren, fettled here 
in 1737, who had in this word of atonement found their 
righteoufnefs and fandtification, been convinced of the in- 
fufficiency of his own endeavours, and of the true evanpe- 
ical foundation and the only way of falvation ; began at 
this time to preach Jefus Chrift and him crucified. As he, 
and other awakened Englithmen, perceived an efpecial 


* In thefe church-veftries mary fincere people were at that 
time ufed to meet under the protedion of the bifhop cf London, 
with an intent, befides their attendance on the public worthip, 10 
be edified in private, and to {pend the Lord's day purely im edi- 
fying converfation. 
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bisfing:}n. shy fociety sik donald <Sermans ; they 
regueftediand urged to have fuch a fociety or-fellowthip fet- 
Ged. among them .alfo; which was ‘done by Buehler on the 
Fath of May 1738, a little while before the departure of the 
Brethren for Georgia. 

Soon after this, the Moravian Brother John Toelt/chig returned 
from Georgia. The Rev. Mefits. Benjamin Ingham and Fobn 
Wefley went with him toGermany. Wefley publifhed his four- 
nal, in which he gave an ample relation of his firft acquaint- 
ance with the Brethren, and more particularly of his conver- 
fations with Peter Boehler, and in what ftace he found the 
congregations at Heerendyk, Herrnhut, and Martenborn. 
After his return he preached in and about London, as Ingham 
did in Yord/bire, to very great numbers of people. This 
excited many to envy, whoat length carried matters fo far, that 
they were denied the pulpits. From that time they preached 
in large faloons, and in chapels, erected for them by their 
friends ; and when thele became too {mall for the multitudes 
that followed them, in the public places of cities, and in 
the open fields. Hence arofe a great awakening. The {mall 
fociety which thé Brethren had fettled, alfo increafed much 
ina fhort time. J¥efley having defired the afiiftance of the 
Brethren in eftablifhing and maintaining proper order among 
the awakened ; Philip Henry Molther, a ftudent of Fena, who 
had beerf ordained a minifter in the church of the Brethren, 
and was dcfigned for Pennfilvania, but, during the fevere 
winter in 5740, and by a violent fit of ficknefs, was detained 
at London, took upon him the care of the awakened in the 
interim, But as Wefley difagreed with him in point of doc- 
trine, and did not chufe to fubmit to certain regulations made 
among the Brethren with a view to prevent all offence and 
{candal, he feparated, and eftablifhed focieties of his own. 

Many fouls were alfo awakened by Jngbam’s preaching in 
Yorkfbire, and, at his requeft, ‘Jabn Toelt{chig was fent to 
his-affiftance. In the mean time, a great awakening took 
plage at and about Bedford, through the fermons of Mr. 
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Francs Otely and. the Rev} Yaeows Rogers. The Brethiéa 
who, according to their defre, were fent to affift’ thent, 
found; among the awakened, perfons not merely concemed 
about hearing the word, but truly in earneft to expetiente 
the power of it. Thefe were formed into focieti¢s, ind 
miniftered unto by the Brethren. 


§ 82. 


Wrrx refpect to the miffion among the Negroes in, South 
Carolina. the Brethren Beebler and Schulius were, by the by 
views of thofe who ought to have forwarded them, ( though. 
even the clergy of the church of England defired ther affitts 
ance,) hindered from profecuting thew proper aim. They 
could do no more than take upon them the care of fome 
Swifs colonifts and their children in the town of Purs/bury, 
where no Negroes lived at that time; as, indeed, in the 
whole province of Georgia the kceping Negroes was then by 
law prohibited. Both of them fell fick. Schulius departed 
this life in 173g; and Boebler, who was at the fame time 
minifter of the colony in Georgia, went with the colonifts 
to Pennfilvania. The reafon of this was, that the Spani- 
ards, being jealous of their Englifh neighbours, wanted to.- 
drive them out of Georgia. The Brethren being, among 
the reft, fummoned in 1737 to take up arms in defence’ 
of the country, and to march againft the Spaniards; they 
refufed it, as being no frecholders, and, of confequence, 
not obliged to it according to the laws of the colony: hav- 
ing, already before their going to Georgia, declared that 
they neither could nor would do any military fervice. They 
reprefented this grievance to the truftees, who alfo exempted 
them from perfonaf fervice. But as this exemption embit- 
tered the minds of the people azain{t them; fome of the Bre- 
thren in 1738 Icfe their flourifhing plantations,, having re- 
pg all the money which had en advanced them towards 
their paflage and fettlement, and went to Penn{lvaniq. 
The reft were left undi&urbed for awhile. But in 1739, 


Q3 when 
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when the troubles of wat broke out afrefh, being again 
molefted on account of military fervice, they followed their 
Brethren in the fpring of 1740, and afterwards began the 


colonics at Bethlehem and Nazareth, &c. as we fhal) {ee in 
the following Part, 

By this means, the miffion among the Indians, which 
Began with a fair profpect *, was alfo interrupted. It is 
true, after the Brethren’s departure, ‘fohn Hagen, at the re- 
queft of the Rev. Mr, Whitefield, who wanted the affiftance 
of a Brother in his intended inftitutions, went thither, and 
endeavoured, at the fame time, to be ferviceable to the In- 
dians. But not having full liberty given him for this laft 
purpofe, and Whuiteficld not chufing to employ him any 
longer as an affiftant amongft his awakened people, bccaufe 
he objected to the doétrine of reprobation, which Whitefield 
began to preach here; he alfo repaired to Pennfilvania, 
and found an opportunity of labouring with bleffing among 
the favages in thofe parts. 


* T will take occafion from hence, to make, for once, ufe of 
the teftimony of an adverfary of the Brethren. Dr. Carjaov, 
fupersntendent of Lubec, writes in his Examination of the Religron 
of the Babemtan Brethren, page ai7, ‘* ‘Thus we are alfo jn- 
«* formed, by a private letter from the Z#dzes, that the Cherzk:, 
$§ Chikafi, and Natch: tribes came to the Moravian Brethren, as 
‘6 early asthe year i730, to hear the gofpel; and that fuch as 
‘¢ ved a little nearer them, fent their children to their {chool ; 
f© which, with money advanced by the Englith general Oglerhor ge, 
‘s was built, for the fake of the Indiatis, in Auguft the fame 
6: year, near the river Savannah, and opened on the zcth of 
«¢ September. Some Ind.an boys had learned to read pretty 
«* well, and began towrite. The cafe was the fame with the 
girls. The Brethren’s a:m was, to induce the parents to let 
their children hive entirely at the fchool, that the good 
which had been planted in them, might not be deflroyed 
again among the Heathen They alfo were in hopes of more 
eahly acquiring, by this means, the Indian languages, which 
are almoit as numerous as the [udian nations themfelves, and 
thus, of qualifying themfelves to preach the gofpel among 
them.” With this account compare what has been mentioned 
‘en § 61. 
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In Autumn 2738 the ordinary went to Halland, with a 
view to put in execution his long intended vifitation of the 
miffions among the Heathen. He found here a great com- 
motion among the people, raifed by fome Reformed minifters 
apainft the Brethren, under the pretence of zeal for the pu- 
rity of the doctrine, and for the peace of the church. To 
effeét this, divers expreffions not only of the count, butof 
all thofe who pretended to have any acquaintance with. him, 
being partly mifunderftood, and partly notorioufly wrefted, 
were called in to their aid; a collection of which was ftudi- 
oufly made at a fynod in South Holland. Though the 
Brethren in Holland had, verbally, in writing, and in 
print, fufficiently explained their mind, and offered themiy 
felves for a farther perfonal hearing ; yet the greateft part of 
the Claffis, or confiftory, of Am/fterdam, thought fit to pub- 
Iifh the fo-called Fatherly Pafloral Letter againft the Bre- 
thren *. But four refpectable members of the Claffis imme- 
diately protefted againft the publication of this Letter, of 
whom the Rev. Mr, De Bruin, who was prevented by fick- 
nefs from being prefent, wrote his proteft with feven cogent 
reafons, fome of which were, that the Brethren had not 
been heard at all, notwithftanding their frequent offers to 
anfwer for themfelves; and that he knew no fuch Herry- 
buters, as were defcribed in the Paftoral Letter, &c. He 
caufed this proteft to be read in the aflembly of the Clafiis, 
and,’ foon after, to be printed. ‘Fhe Brethren once more 
offered to clear themfelves; but were not heard. The ordinary 


® This letter may be read at large in the Buedingen-Collection, 
JI. p. 2€9 to 335, with fome remarks on the part of the Bre- 
thren; and, fome falfe fenrenres and wrefted conftractions ex- 
cepted, ferves as a clear proof that the Brethren, every where, Avow 
and urge the evangelicul doctrine of the Auguflan confeffon, 
without fear of man, or any accommodation to thofe of other 
gseligions, 
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himlelf engaged in the affir, and requefted the Claffis, in a 
writing, to point out to him the complaints againit the 
Brethren, to which they might expect a fpeedy anfwer, be~ 
Sore they publifhed the letter. He, moreover, forewarned 
them againft thefe proceedings, But all thefe endeavours 
were as little regarded, as his Anfwer to Profeffor Gerdes’s 
Academical Oration, and that gentleman’s. charge againft 
him of many myftical errors; as alfo his writing to his 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Schiphout, deputy to the fynod, con- 
cerning fome erroneous tenets afcribed to him and the Bre- 
thren. For, notwithftanding all this, the Paftoral Letter 
was printed, Indeed, the fale of it was at firft fufpended by 
the magiftrates, when in the mean time the Declaration of 
the Brethren near Yfelftein fold faft, But, to prevent a mob, 
ie were obliged to allow again the fale of it; however, not 

ithout firft cenfuring the procedure of the Claffis, appealing 
to their confcicnces, and charging them to engage in no 
{uch thing for the future without conferring with the civil 
commiffioners. If the magiftrates were forced, in order to 
avoid a greater evil, to connive at an acknowledged injuftice ; 
the Brethren, to avoid greater difturbances in the church, 
could do no better, thari to fuffer and be filent ; efpeciaily, 
as they might expecl more approbation by their bearing op- 
preffion, than their adverfaiies could expect honour by their 
fuppofed vitory. However, every fincere perfon, concerned 
for the furtherance of the kingdom of Jefus, muft needs 
feel pain, refleCting that, by means of this letter, preat 
hinderances were laid in the way of the labour of the Bre- 
thren among the Heathen ; where, in fome places, the fruit 
of the gofpel, already fprung up, was, as it were, trodden 
under foot: (§ 79 and 80.) though it did not prove very 
hurtful to the caufe of the Brethren in Europe, fince here, 
by a nearer jnfpection, it was eafy to be convinced of the 
gontrary, 


§ 84. 
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Tue ordinary could do no more in this affair, than pub- 
lifh a cordial and tender Declaration concerning what had 
paffed at Amfterdam, fince the 28th of Odtober 1738, relatrve to 
himfelf, and the Congregation of the Lord which be ferved. He 
then embarked for St. Thomas, But on the day of his de- 
parture from the Texel, he fent back an Infirument concerne 
ing Herrnbut, fetting forth in what relation this congrega- 
tion fhould ftand to the Lutheran church in general, and 
the parith of Bertholdfdorf in particular ; together with his 
Eventual laf Will, fince he could not know, whether he 
fhould ever return in health from this dangerous voyage to 
an unhealthy ifland, in which fo many of his fellow-labourers 
had found their graves. The unreafonable cenfures of 
fome whom it did not at all concern, even of fome Brethren 
at Herrnhut, that he was continually fending people into an 
unhealthy climate, where they muft foon die, had induced 
him, among the three vifitations to be undertaken this year, 
to chufe for himéfelf that to the We/ Indies and Georgia ™, 
He commiffioned the Rev. Mr. Ne:/fer to go upon the vifita- 
tion to Greenland, who'indeed in 1739 came as far as Difco 
in a Dutch fhip; but ‘this, with three other flips, being 
feized for carrying on a traffic in prohibited places, he was 
obliged to return without executing his commiffion. How- 
ever, that wherein he failed was accomplifhed by Andrew 
Grafmann in the year 1740, to an abiding bleffing for that 
miffion. David Nit{chmann, junior, vifited the miffion 
among the Hottentots, on his way to Ceylon. But the ordi- 
nary failed the 27th of December 1738, with fome Brethren 
and Sifters, who had offered themfelves for the miffion- 


* He intended to go to Georgia by way of Pennfilvanias but 
as he found in St. Thomas no fhip bound thither, this voyag: 
yas laid afide for chat times, 
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among the Negrocs, for St, Thomas, and arrived there the 
2oth of January 1739 by way of St. Evfatia. I will fay no 
more of the inc:dents on his voyage thithe: and on his re- 
turn, fingular and agreeable as they are, than that he was 
very bufily employed at fea, and in particular wrote the 
treatife, ‘Feremiah, a Preacher of Righteoufne/s, &c. which has 
proved fo blefied and comfortable to many a concerned Lu- 
theran minifter. He alfo fimfhed on this voyage the Effay 
of a Tianflation of the New Teftament, which ue had begun 
fome years before, and continued on his travels amidft 
many difficulties and various avocations; infomuch that 
we have no caule to be furprifed at the defects of this work 
acknowledged by himfelf, 


§ &s5. 


On his arrival in Sz. Thomas he found all the Brethren in 
prifon, where they had lain fifteen weeks in the moft wretch- 
ed condition. The cafe was this. The Reformed clergyman 
Borm, according to his own letter, had taken upon him to 
examine fome converted Negroes, and to rebaptize one of 
them. But, as they were not willing to anfwer his improper 
and captious gueftions, he inftigated the common council to 
petition the governor to forbid the Brethren to adminifter 
baptifm, as being not regularly ordained, and to compel a 
certain miffionary, who was married by Frederic Martin, to 
be mariied again. But as no anfwer followed, the governor 
being fatisfied with the declaration of the Brethren; they 
had, under the pretext of a robbery, charged upon the 
Brethren, from which they were to clear themfelves by an 
gath, which they refufed, prevailed upon the gover- 
nor to impnfon them all. It 1s eafy to imagine what 
was the true reafon. The converted Negroes, indeed, 
defired no exemption from bodily labour on account of 
their converfion; but would maintain the liberty to which 
Chrift had called them, and no longer fuffer themfelves to 

bg 
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be abufed unto fin®™ In the mean while they proceeded 
to edify one another,, notwithftanding they were beaten, 
whipt, their books burnt, the Brethren reviled, and the holy 
facraments, which they had received at their hands, treated 
with contempt. 

As foon as the ordinary landed, aud was informed that 
the Brethren were in prifon; he fent to the governor, and 
defired their enlargement. He difcharged them the next 
day, made an apology for what had paffed, and wifhed to 
come to an agreement with him, in what manner the Bre- 
thren might in future preach the gofpel to the Negroes, till 
a roya] mandate fhould arrive in this cafe. The ordinary. 
concerted meaiures with him, but Fyedertc Martin would 
liften to no propofals, which could have the leaft tendency 
to make the Negroes hypocrites. The ordinary was de- 
firous alfo to treat, by a notary, with the Reformed mi- 
nifter, in order to procure quict for the Negroes; but he 
declined it, 

The number of Negroes, who heard the gofpel with ea« 
gernefs, amounted, even then, to eight hundred. T’hefe, 
after their work was done, came diligently to the meetings, 
which the ordinary held for them, He procured for the 
miffion a fmall plantation, called, The Pofaunenberg, where 
the Negroes might come to the preaching iu peace and 
fafety ; but was, prefently after the dedication of the church 
and his farewell-difcourfe, grieved to hear that fome 
drunken people fell upon the Negroes with cutting and 
flafhins The behaviour of the enemies became, after his 
departure, fo outrageous, that they weve forced to hold their 
meetings in the woods. In the mean time the ordinary’s ree 
prefentation to the king, and the petition of the Negroes tg 
both their royal majeter, effected fo much, that, by a reo 


* By this remark, all the maflers of flaves, difinclined to 
the mifjion, are no more accuied, than all the Negroes, that 
attended the preaching of the B.ethren, can ad wall be acquitted 
of actual faults. 
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fcript to the Weft India company of the 7th of Auguft 1739, 
orders were given to fuffer the Brethren to labour among 
the Negroes without moleftation, and to prote@ them againtt 
the,Reformed clergyman. But, notwithftanding this,‘ they 
were ftill obliged to undergo many preffures, till the mafters of 
the Negroes faw by their behaviour, that they received no 
damage, but advantage from their converfion *, 

The ordinary, on his return, wrote a letter to a diffatisfied 
friend, ig which, as alfoin the Declaration of Adr. Carften, 
dire@ox of the Weft India Company, in bebalf of the [dora- 
vian Brethren in St. Thomas, we have a full view of the ftate 
of the miffion at that trme. He himfelf, in = letter to a 
labourer at Herrnhut, very modeftly expreffes him{clf con- 
cerning it, thus: ‘6 The congregation in St. Thomas 13 
*© twice as large, as the chapel at Herrnhut can contain. 
‘© ‘The many thoufand tears, which they fhed at the meet- 
« ings, when I was with them; thei faithfulnefs under 
‘© srievous fufferings, (2 Negro being a very anxious and 
“© timorous creature) the feveral faithful and apoftolic la- 
‘© bourers from among them, render them very dear and 
“‘ venerable. My bufinefs, poffibly, was to releafe the 
Brethren who were all in prifon, to fettle the congrega- 
** tion, to provide fome new places with labourers, to buy 
* again in a fuitable manner the Negro-helpers fold away 
“¢ from the ifland, and to fhow my Brethren that St. Tho- 
“¢ mas is neither too remote, nor too unhealthy, to be vifited 
“¢ by us. Thefe things, together with fome other matters, 
*¢ our Saviour has granted me to fucceed in, But I look 
<¢ upon the whole voyage in no other light, than as a bleffed 
*© fchool for myfelf.” 





<¢ 
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* All thefe events are more fully fet forth in Oldendorp’s Hiffory 
of the Miffion of the evangelical Brethren ia the Carrbbhee Iflands of 
O%— Thomas, St, Crovx, and St, Fan, publithed in German in 1977. 
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BeForeE we proceed to take a view of the employment of 
the ordinary, after his vifitation in St. Thomas, I muft ftil! 
mention a little more circumitantially, the Dedication of the 
Book of Daily Words for the Year 1739, which, before his 
departure out of the Texel, he fent back into the congrega- 
tions: becaufe it contains thofe countries and places, where 
congregations, miffions, and colonies were at that time, or 
even Brethren ftatioued fingly, in the fervice of the kingdom 
of Jefus. The Dedication w: The good Word of the Lord for 
1739, /vlected out of all the Prophets, for bis Congregations ana 
Servants at 

1. Herrabut in Upper Lufatia: of which enough has been 
faid hitherto. 

2. Herrnhaag in the county of Yfexburg: of which 
fee § 78. 

3. Hecrendyk near Yffelftein. § 66. 

4. Pilgerrub. So the place was called, which the before- 
mentioned colony in Royal Hodftetn (§ 60.) built in the 
year 1737, near Oldeflobe: of which more hereafter. 

5. Eberfdorf. Here has been an Ecclefiola, ever fince 
the end of the laft century; which, fince the marriage of 
count Zinzendorf with a countefs of this houfe, came into a 
nearer connexion with Herrnhut, and obtained feveral Bree 
thren and Sifters from thence to their affiftance. 

6. ‘fena. Here the young count Chriflian Renatus De 
Zinzendorf profecuted his ftudies fincg the year 1737, toge- 
ther with fome young gentlemen, and had not only a fine 
congregation in his houfe, but a refpectable number of 
awakened ftudents and citizens about him. 

72 At Amfferdam, and 

8. At Rotterdam were Brethren, who took care of the 
awakened, § 73. 

g. Lendon, of which fee § 81. 

ro. At 
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x0. At Oxford was a Brother from Moravia, in order to 
continue the acquaintance whict Peter Boebler had made there 
on his journey to South Carolina. 

zr. At Berlin refided a few Brethren, to minifter unto 
the little flock there. § 76. 

12. In Greenland was a miffion fince 1733, (§ 57.) which 
in 1738 began to bring forth fruit. Concerning this 
miffion, fee the Hiftory of Greenland. ; 

33. St. Croix. § 59. 

14. St. Thomas, § 56. 

15. St. Fan, whither fome converted Negroes from St. 
Thomas had been fold, was cared for from thence. 

16. To Berbice in Sexuth Averica the firft Brethren were 
gone in this year, 1738. § 8p. 

17. In Paleftene and the bordering countries was a Bro- 
ther, Youas Korte, not fent mueed by the congregation, but 
yet with their prayers and blefling. “he account of his 
journey is known. 

18. To Surinam in South America the firkt Brethren were 
fent in 1735. § 62. 

19. At Savannah in Georgia was fill at that time the 
colony mentioned in § 61 and 82. 

20. Tothe Negroes in Carolina two Brethren were gone, 
according to § 73 and 82. 

_ 21. Among the Savages in Irene, So the mffion among 
the Creeks in Georgia was called . of which fee § 82, in the 
note. 

22. In Pennfivania were not only the two Brethren, who 
went thither with the Schwenkfelders from Upper Lufaua, 
according to §49; but the Rev. Mr. Spanginberg alfo, after 
his vifitation in St. Thomas, refided there tli the year 1739, 
not without bleffing. 

23. Among the Hortentats was the Moravian Brother 
George Schmid in blefling. § 79. 

24. In Guinea: of which fee § 79. 


25. In 
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25. In Lettonra and Ejthouia the ordinary was obliged ta 
fulfil his promife, fending the Brethren defired for the af- 
fiftance of fome minifters; of whofe bleffed labour mcation 
was made in § 70. Brevity forbids me to fay more at pre- 
fent, than that he faithfully cautioned the minifters there, 
not to exceed the bounds of the ecclefiaftical conftitution of 
the country with the Brethren given them. See his two 
Letters in the Buedingen-Collection, Vol. I. p. 367, 368. 
compared with the paftor primarius AZiAwitz’s Letter. Jbid. 
MUI. Dp. 83t. 

° 26. In Lithuania, [redesic Boehnifib, afterwards a mif- 
fionary in Greenland, and Drauth, had, in 1733, vifited 
the emigrants tiom Salzburg, who afterwards were often vi- 
fited, at the requeft of {ome minifters, by the Brethren tra- 
velling that way to Livoma, 

27. In Rufia, a Lutheran minifter had, at St Peterburg, 
a Brother who was a candidate for the miniffty, as domeftic 
tutor and afiflant in preaching ; and defired to have a Bro- 
ther as clerk. Alfo a Brother from Moravia was houfe- 
fteward to count Offermann. 

28. On the White Sea ; and, 

29. In Lupland, three Brethren made an attempt, ac- 
cording to § 58, from 1734 to 1738, to bring the gofpel 
among the Laplanders and Samajedes; but were imprifoned 
on that account, 

30. In Norway, befiles fome Brethren who maintained 
themfelves by their labour, and withal were ufed in bleffing, 
by fome muinifters, for the purpofe of converfing with their 
awakened panfhioners, a ftudent lived as tutor with a mini- 
fter at Bergen, who preached with the permiffion of the 
bifhop. 

34%. To Switzcriland Brethren were gone in the years 
1730 and 1731, to obtain fome intelligence of the /al- 
denfes*., Alfo baron Frederic De Wattevitle had vilited his 

father 

* The vifit to the ¥alden/e7 in the valleys of Psedmont proved 


the firft time, in 1744, in vain; but the fecond time, in 174%, 
If 
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father and relations at Ber#’, and. other friends. From hence 
arofe a blefled acquaintance with the venetable Samuel Lucius 
and other minifters in Switzerland, who made ufe of the 
Brethren for the more folid eftablifhment of the awakened. 

32. In the Z/fe of Man, the venerable hoary head, Thomas, 
bifhop of Sodor and Man, afterwards antiftes of the Reformed 
‘Tropus in the Unity, kept up a correfpondence with the or- 
dinary, and had this year a defcendent of the Waldenfes, 
from the church of the Brethren, with him i, 

33. To Shetland, two Brethren had travelled throu,h 
Scotland, in order to fearch for the Waldenfes, who were 
difperfed thither at the time of a great perfecution. 

34. Inprifon, befides the three Brethren mentioned N°. 29, 
were then always fome for the fake of the gofpel; a year 
{earcely paffing without it. This year, in Sile/a, where, 
fince 1725, 2 new life was fprung up among the defcendents 
of the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren who had fled thither, 
Ernef? Fulius De Seidhtz, lord of the manor of Upper Peilau, 
was caft into prifon, on account of his labour among them. 

35. On the pilgrimage to Ceylon. See § 80. The two 
Brethren did not fet off, till after the ordinary’s departure 
to St. Thomas. 

36. To Ethiopia, one Brother; and 

37. To Perfia, a phyfician with his wife were then ready 
to go: to Ethiopia, in order to gain an acquaintance with the 
Coptic church, and their patriarch ; to Perfia, witha view to 


it was executed, though with great danger. Neither’ were the 
Reformed in France forgotten; but, fince 1737, they have been 
frequently vifited with bleffing, though io ililnefs and good 
order. 

* Among the many correfpondents of the Brethren in almoft 
all the Proteftant countries and religions, who were wellwithers 
of their labour, efpecially among the Heathen, and promifed 
them their good advice and affiftance ; 1 will, on this occafien, 
and in this year, only take notice of two, Dr. ¥ atts and Dr. Dod- 
dridge, faficiently known by their learned and edifying writings. 
See a Recommendatory Letter from the former in the 4@a Fratrum, 
&c. App. LVI. p. 4% 

x 
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tnakesthe true Light known to the Gauri or Gebrs, the poftes 
rity of the Magi or wife men, who worfhipped the new-born 
King.of the Jews, Matt. it. But they fuffering themiclves 
to .be, detained by other bufinefs from the profecuuon of 
this. defign, thefe journeys were undertaken by other Bre- 
thren, in the years 1747 and 1752. 

38, On vifitations to the meffengers among the Heathen. This 
matter was treated of in the foregoing § 84 and 85. 

39. And elfewhere, by land and fea, there has never been 
a ceflation of journeys and voyages in the fervice of the 
kingdom of Jefus, from 1727 to this prefent tume, 


§ 87. 


Tus, the defcendents of the Bohemian Brethren had, 
in a fhort time, properly in the fix years from 1732 to 1738, 
honourably, and to every one’s furprife, fulfilled the defire 
of the late Dr. Luther, That they fhould not confine them- 
felves to their native country, but Icarn languages, and 
preach the gofpel to other nations alfo; which fome of. his 
follawers now feem inclined to cenfure. Though fome 
have been difpofed to reprefent this Dedication as oftentatious 
and untrue; yet I can affure the icader, that no notice is 
taken in it of thofe places where the Brethren have vifited 
on their journeys, and left a blefling behind them, in the 
ten years, fince 1727; but did not refide there in this year 
1738. Neither are thofe places comprifed in this lift, where, 
even'about this time, fmaller or larger flocks, according to 
the ‘pattern of Dr. Spener’s wifhed-for Ecclefiole in Ecclefia, 
were gathered, and connected with the congregation of the 
Brethren ; but juft then had no member of it among them. 
Even fome pofts where Brethren then actually refided for 
the, goad ‘gf fouls, are not mentioned. I remember, that, 
about this time, a Brother, whofe name was P:per, refided 
In Teel@nd » ‘dnd that, foon after the ordinary’s returp from 
Berlin to 9 As ‘Leonhatd Dober lived at Arafer dam, 
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to fee if it were pofiible to find an entrance with the gofpel 
among the fews. His ftay was not entirely without blefl- 
ing ; which afterwards induced Samuel Lieberkuebn, M. A. 
to live among them for fome years. He, indeed, made no 
profelytes from among them; althoagh feveral baptized 
Fews from other places, asalfo Turks and Perfians, came to 
the congregation of the Brethren: bit yet many were fo 
powerfully convinced of the truth of the gofpel, that num- 
bers of them attended his fermons in feveral Lutheran 
churchés in Holland; and, fome years after, his difcourfes 
to the congregation at Zei/?; and afforded hope, that many, 
perhaps, in their laft hours might flee for refuge to the true 
mercy-[eat. 

The Gyp/ies, fome fruits of whom were alfo feen in the con- 
pregation, were applied to by the merchant Abraham Ebrenfried 
Richter, of Stralfund. He, having lived awhile at Herrnhut, 
even in his old age was defirous of gratifying his great inclina- 
tion to recommend the happinefs of the children of God to the 
moft wretched of human creatures; and, to this end, to go 
to the affiftance of the mifionary among the Afotienzots. He 
fought leave for it in Alolland; but as he could not obtain 
it, he went to England and France, where his name and 
animating exhortations in many places have left a good fa- 
vour to this day. From England he went to Algiers, The 
Dutch admiral Schryver had defired the ordinary to Jet the 
captive Chriftian flaves in Algiers be taken care of. Richter 
found himfelf inclined to it, and went thither in Odtober 
1739. Hecared faithfully for them; and, notwithftanding 
all the reprefentations of the Chriftian confuls, who wifhed 
to be of fervice to him, {pared himfelf fo little, that, at the 
very time of the plague, he moved into the town, went to 
the flaves in their Banges (barracks), preached to them, and 
miniftered to their bodily wants, and prepared many for 
their end, until he himfelf was taken off, the 19th of July 
1740, by the plague, which, he had once before paffed 
through. ,The afore-mentioned admiral Schryver was alfo 
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the occafion to, and the furtherance of, Charles Notthes’s 
going to Algiers. He went to Lifbom in the year 1744, a8 
clerk to a well-difpofed merchant, and arrived at Algters in 
May 1745. The admiral recommended him in the beft 
manner to the Dutch conful there. He ftaid till O@ober 
1748; during which time he muiniftetcd unto the flaves, 
with the permiffion of the dey, at times in danger of his 
life, both by preaching the gofpel to them, and by other 
works of love and mercy. He was alfo vifited, during his 
ftay, by his own brother Chri/tian Nottbek and by Gottle§ Habe- 
recht, from the congregation. His abode there was not with- 
out fruit; for fome of them, having obtained their Itberty, 
went to fome congregations of the Brethren, in which they 
finifhed their courfe happily. 


§ 88. 


For the fake of hiftorical connexion, we now revert to 
the ordinary’s return from St Thomas. He failed from thence 
in February 1739, by way of St. Croix and St. Euftatia, 
and arrived in England Apmi the 20th, vifited at Londen and 
Oxford, and found great awakenings in the country. In 
Higlland he met here and there with blefled little flocks, 
though a great deal was fpoken and written againft the Bre- 
thren, which induced him to publifh a declaration, why 
he gave no anfwer to thefe things. On the firft of June he 
arrived at Adarienborn, fick, wretched, emaciated, and all 
over full of boils and fores; and after fome time he got the 
quartan ague, which fo affected him, that his recovery was 
doubtful. Thus, it niight eafily have become a ferious 
matter with regard to the report, that he died on his voyage 
to the Weit Indies ; though others, on the contrary, who 
could not comprehend, how it was poffible to fail to the 
Weft-Indies and back again in fo fhort a {pace of time, gave 
it out as an infamous falfehood, that he ever had beenin St, 
Jhomas. When, therefore, upon the report of his death, a 
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greater number of adverfaries rofe up in public writings 
againft him, he fhowed that he was ftill alive, and wrote, un- 
der the date of Scptember the 25th, 1739, an Empfang-Schein, 
or, 4 Receipt of the new controverfial Writings, which, as it 
were, Jays down his laft fentiments and mind in doétrine 
and practice, and in alj his actions; and which, together 
with the remarks annexed by the Rev. Mr. Spangenberg, is 
well worth reading. 

At Marienborn he found his fon Chriftian Renatus. He 
was, ia the mean time, returned from ‘ena, and his tutors 
and other ftudents of divinity had followed him hither. 
This was the beginning of the Theological Seminary, which 
foon after received an increafe from Halle, and, by degrees, 
ftom almoft all the univerfities in and out of Germany. Sick 
as the ordinary was, he gave, the day after his arrival, an 
extenfive account to the congregation of his voyage and 
tranfactions, fo as, at that time, all the miffionaries coming 
from their pofts ufed to do; and ordained two candidates 
that were come with his fon. He then went to Eber/faorf, 
and held 2 Syzed in June with the Brethren convened thither 
for that purpofe; at which, 1m particular, the congregation- 
regulations in Lutheran and Reformed countries, according 
to the platform of Herrnbut, if not even according to that 
of the Moravian church, were entirely difapproved. Yet 
the fellowfhip of, and good order among, the awakened in 
fuch places, were not meant to be affected by this; but 
thefe were rather recommended, and only advifed to be re- 
gulated agrecably to the religious and civil conftitution of 
the refpe€tive countries. But where this would not be al- 
lowed of, tn fuch cafe, people could not be hindeied from 
departing, and ficking their liberty in the congregations of 
the Brethren. 

From Eberfdorf the ordinary, for the fake of his health, 
took a journey into /Vxertenberg, and preached in feveral 
Imperial and other cities in the churches, His fermon at 
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Halle in Swabia was inaccurately taken down and printe 
ed. Hecomplained of this to the dean, who endeavoured te 
redrefs this fault. At his return to Marienborn, he was, in 
an efpecial manner, concerned for the welfaré of the con- 
gregation at Herrnhaag ; and took care, that the Brethren, 
defired for Livonia and other places, were properly chofen, 
prepared, and difpatched. 


§ 89. 


Asout this time the Brethren attempted to bring the 
gofpe! alfo to the Heathen in the La//, and likewife to ree 
new their acquaintance with the Greek church, by which 
the gofpel was firft brought to Bohemia and Moravia. 
To this end, Arvid Gradin, M. A. a Swede, was difpatched 
with a letter from the bifhops of the Brethren, dated No- 
vember the roth, 173¢, to the patriarch of Con/fantinople, to 
whom he laid open, not only at a very honourable audience 
he obtained of him, April the 26ch, but particulaily in feveral 
friendly converfations with the archbifhop of Dercom, the 
olizin, doctrine, and conftitution of the Unity of the Bre- 
thren, both in writing and by word of mouth ; with the re- 
queft to give him a recommendatory letter to the Greek 
clergy, in behalf of the miffionaries to the Heathen in the 
Eaft; which was alfo granted. But, as it contained more 
than he defired, mention being made of fuch an umon and 
agreement with the Greek church, as did not exift; he de- 
fired, that fome expreffions might be altered. But, as this 
could not be done, becaufe the writing was fynodally drawn 
up; he, having taken a copy of it, from too great ferupu- 
lofity, returned it; which was the occafion of an apology 
being afterwards fent to the archbifhop of Dercom, who had 
taken moft pains in the affair, The proper view, and the 
whole sefult of this deputation, together with other tranf- 
adtioris of the deputy, are related at Jarge in the Natural Re- 
flétins ; andin the Afa Fratrum Unitatis in Anglia, App. 
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EXVI, part of the Fonrnal of this Negotsation is inferted, 
which is worth reading, as an example of the utmoft care, 
which is taken by the Brethren to prevent ail appearance of 
fyncretifm in their dealings with other churches. How- 
ever, this deputation was attended with this advantage, that 
the defcent of the Unity of the Brethren from the Greek 
church was acknowlkdyed. As to the acquaintance with 
the fame, this was again attempted in the year 1742, and 
fince, to 1747, by the fame Arvid Gradin, at St. Peterfburg, 
with many advantages, though under great difficulties ; 
but it was not brought into the right channel till the year 
1763, as we fhall fee in its place. 


§ 90. 


Tue Brethren being informed, about this time, that 
the hofpodar of /Vallachia, which country 1s of the Greek 
church, endeavoured to draw German artificers into his ter- 
ritories ; Zacharias Hirfchel from Bohemia, and Nicholas 
Andrew Facfchke from Moravia, were, in 1740, difpatched 
to him, to make a more ftri€t enquiry into this matter. 
Their journey through the Empire, Hungary and Tranf'l- 
vania, was bleffed in a great meafure, but exceedingly dan- 
gerous, it being performed juft at the end of the Turkifh 
war, when al] parts fwarmed with robbers. Befides, they 
were feveral times in danger of being torn to pieces by the 
dogs, which, in thofe great wildernefles, are kept with the 
herds of cattle. “Twice the Turks, who took them to be 
f{pies, on account of their German drefs, would have cut off 
their heads, had not a poor officer of the Janiflaries, to whom 
they fhowed fome kindnefs on the road, protected them ; 
and, when they were out of all danger, firft told them why he 
had fo often quarrelled with the Turks. July the rft, r740s 
they arrived at Bukoref, the chief city of Wallachig a 
on the 12th of July, a gracious audience of the hovpeaiers 
his Byars, and fet oyt the 19th on their return furnith- 

ed 





from the Year 1736 $0 0741, 247 


ed with an original Greek letter of invitation, and a privi«- 
lege for the Brethren, who were willing to fettle there ; 
which letter was tranflated into Latin. But the news 
which prefently followed of the hofpodar’s death, and the 
troubles of war enfuing afterwards, rendered this affair im- 
practicable for the time being. 


§ gI. 


In the mean time, the miffions to the Heathen in the 
Eaft were obliged to be poftponed for the prefent. But in 
the 77/7, a congregation of Negroes, colleted from among 
the Heathen, was already in a profperous condition. Nor 
were the miffions in Georgia and South Carelina as yet given 
up. In Surinam and Berbice the Brethren had good hopes ; 
and preparation was made for a miffion among the Judsans m 
North America, Chrifitan Henry Rauch was gone thither 
in the year 1739. He arrived in July, 1740, at New York. 
Here his undertaking was looked upon as almoft impoffible ; 
becaufe not only feveral fruitlefs attempts had been made 
from England for this purpofe: but becaufe st was attended 
with the greateft danger for a white man to dwell among 
the /ndians, among whom, when they were drunk, he was 
never fure of his life. Rauch was not difmayed at this, 
fo as to relinguifh his aim; but put his truft in him who 
had fent him, and to whom nothing is impoffible. He alfo 
foon found an opportunity of {peaking with two Mahikan- 
ders, who had fomething to tranfact with the governor at 
New York. Having made known to them the aim of his 
coming hither, he begged them to take him with them to 
their place of abode. They did fo; and brought him to 
their habitation at Chekomekah, fituate on the Stifiker AZcunt~ 
ains, on the borders of New England. They at firft re- 
ceived him friendly, and heard with attention the good words 
he made*known unto them of their Creator and Redeemer. 
But the White people, who lived round about this place, 
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having rendered him fufpected by the Indians, they were fo 
fet againft him, that they threatened to fhoot him. But 
the Lord held his hand over him; and the Indians, at 
length, received 2 different opinion of him, by his loving 
and patient behaviour. At laft he found fuch entrance to 
their hearts with the teftimony of the gofpel, that he had, 
even in the year 1741, a great affembly around him; and, 
in the year 1742, the three firft-fruits were baptized. 

About this time, the prefence of fome chief labourers 
became more and more neceflary in Pennfilvamia and in other 
parts of America. The fenior bifhop, David Nit/:hmann, 
refolved to go thither himfelf. It was neceffary to elect an- 
other bifhop in his place. This, and other circumftances, 
gave occafion to the Syed, Which was held at Gotha, in 
fummer1740. The election fell upon Polycarp Mueller, for- 
merly profcffor at Leipzic, and late director of the academy 
at Zittau. His confecration took place, July the gth, in 
Woetteravia. Among other important points treated of at this 
fynod, a refolution was alfo taken, by a folemn deputation of 
the elder, Yoh Leonhard Dober, and the newly elected bifhop 
Polycarp, both in word and writing, to afk pardon of the 
inftitution at L/a//e, which was thought to have been ag- 
grieved feveral ways; but as it was not accepted, fo the 
defired effect was not attained. 


§ 92. 


DepuTiEs alfo appeared at this fynod from the colony in 
Holfiein. When this colony, according to § 60, was not 
received in Ducal Holftem, the Brethren, in the beginning 
of the year 1736, had turned their thoughts to Roya/ Halfiein, 
jn expectation of the good advice from their Brethren, whe- 
ther they fhould fettle here, or move to fome other place? 
The count had advifed thes: to go to Holland, where, 

according to § 66, a colony was to be eftablifhed in the ba- 
rony of Yfelfein. But they had, by means of fome great 
patrons 
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patrons and friends, both in church and ftate, been induced 
to fettle in Royal Holftein. Here, indeed, they obtained 
fuch privileges and immunities, as they neither could nor 
fhould have at Herrnhut or in Ducal Holftein; for they had 
evena minifter, ordained by David Nit/chmann, bifhop of the 
Moravian Brethren. But certain conditions and reftrictions 
were annexed, among which the folemn renunciation of the 
congregation at Herrnhut, and of the fuperintendency of 
eount Zinzendorf, then antiftes of the Moravian Brethren, 
was the moft embarrafling. The deputy, fobn Martin Do- 
ber, whohad fubmitted to a regular examination for his of- 
fice, and gained a fine teftimonial of his orthodoxy from.the 
fuperintendent general, George ‘Fobn Conrad, withdrew from 
this negotiation, Icaving a proteft againft it, and returned 
to Herrnhut. But the reft of the Brethren built, in 1737, 
a fettlement near Oldeflohe, and called this new colony, Pil- 
gerrub, Their minifter, Zohn George Waiblinger, M. A, was 
inducted by the fuperintendent general, who had taken moft 
pais to draw them into the Danih territories. Foratime 
they ftood in fuch favour with every one, and even in fuch 
bleffing, that two of them were fent with the fuperintendent 
general’s letters patent into the diflri of Tondern, sn order 
to bring feparatifts, refiding there, who gave the clergy 
a great deal of trouble, to rights again. But the effects of 
their precipitation in the beginning of this colony, foon aps 
peared. ‘Ihey perceived the want of fellowfhip with their 
Brethren, and of growth tn inward grace, refulting from it. 
Erroneous opinions and divifions arofe among them, which 
at length broke out in afchifm. More and more was alfores 
quired of them from without, which they could not comply 
with. Though the count likewife had declared, that they 
were not under ‘his fuperintendency, and infifted upon their 
keeping the promife they had agce made; yet this was not fuffi- 
cient, butthey were now reqiitred to take a particular oath, and 
to fign a written declaration on this head. This burdened 
their coniciences. Tney fent deputies to the Syed of the Bre- 
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thren, aflembled at Gotha, and afked pardon of the fynod and 
all the congregations for their precipitance, revoked their re- 
munciation of them, and requefted the intercefflion of the 
Brethren at court. For this purpofe, the fyndic Fobn Gottlieb 
Boehmer was deputed to Copenhagen. But as he effected 
nothing, they defired leave to emigrate. This requeft was 
partly granted them, and partly commanded by a Royal 
ediGt of the 24th of March 1741. However, upon a very 
preffing reprefentation of the fuperintendent general, and of 
fome other patrons of high rank at court, the Brethren af- 
tcrwards were again permitted to ftay; a difpenfation was 
granted them from taking the oath, and from renouncing 
the congregation ; and all poffible favour and indulgence 
promifed. But as they had, mean while, begun to emi- 
grate, the remainder, whofe farther flay, on account of the 
inward difharmony among them, was not approved of, were 
likewife provided for in other congregations; and the piace 
was to be fupplied with new and ufeful colonifts. But the 
regency of the country not agreeing to this, the houfes ftood 
empty, and were fold fince 1751. 


§ 93- 


Arrer the fynod at Gotha, the conferences were, in the 
month of December 1740, continued at Marienborn, in which 
efpecially the doctrine, and the manner of propounding it, 
were treated of with particular clearnefs. In the mean time, 
the fubjecis of the count of Yjenburg Buedingen had prefegted 
a complaint againft their fovereign to the Imperial cham- 
ber of juftice at ezlar. One of the charges was, his hav- 
ing received the brethren, to whom they attributed an erro- 
neous confeffion of faith, They were difmiffed without ob- 
taining their aim. A vifit made by one of the moft refpect- 
able affeffors of the Imperial Whamber to Marienborn and 
Herrnhaag, had not only the moft happy effeét upon his 
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own heart, which appeared in particular at his edifying de- 
parture out of time; but alfo gave the reft of the affeffors 
quite another infight into the caufe of the Brethren. But 
yet the ordimary could not be fatisfied with this; and was 
determined, at his intended journey to America, not to leave 
the Brethren’s congregation in an uncertainty, in what light 
they were confidered in the German ,empire. He was in- 
formed, that attempts had been made by refpectable ftates 
of the empire to procure an entire profcription of the Bre- 
thren, which, however, was put a ftop to by one of the 
fpiritual electors, who afigned this reafon, ** That the count 
“sand the Brethren’s congregation aimed at nothing but 
“© the advancing the glory and kingdom of God; and that 
‘© theirencmies, inftigated by mere envy, wanted to exclude 
“* them from the privileges of thofe who adhered to the 
“© confeffion of Augfburg ” The ordinary, therefore, taok 
occafion from this complaint given inat, but rejected by, the 
Imperial chamber, to endeavour, firft of al], to move the 
Imperial fifcal to an examination of any charges come to 
his knowledge, But as he could not enter into the matter, 
the ordinary went himfelf to Wezlar towards the end of this 
year, and requefted the Jmperial chamber to examine all the 
accufations againft the Brethren, which had for fome time 
been fpread abroad in the world. But it was not thuughe 
at all neceffary, and endeavours were ufed to difluade him 
from it. “The cafe was the fame with his preffing folicite 
ation to the count of Yfenburg Buedingen, fovereign of 
the country in which Herrnhaag lay, to join with him in 
attempting, after a preyious communication with all forts 
of his adverfaries, to procure a folid examination, and thus 
to make an end of the accufations not only agamft thts cone 
gregation, but againft the whole church of the Brethren, 
before the Imperial chamber, or fome other temporal or {pi- 
ritual court, 
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§ 94. 


THIs attempt he made from Geneva, whither he was gone 
with his family in the beginning of the year 1741, in order 
to get acquainted with the church of Geneva, as the pro- 
per feat of Calum, and the mother of many Prefbyterian 
churches; and, after the example of the ancient Brethren in 
Bohemia, to enter tnto a friendly correfpondence with this 
church. At the fame time he was willing to jerve his friends 
in S$ vatzerdand, who defired to be vifited by the Biethren. 
He had, for that end, taken more Brethren with him, than 
he and his lady wanted in their fervice. Thefe made an ufe- 
ful acquaintance with many awakened, who were before 
inclined to feparatifm. In order to fet them a good example, 
thofe of his dom: ftics, who were of the Reformed religion, 
went with them to the holy communion at Eafter. At his 
houfe in Plein Palais he regulated the mectings, as ufual in 
a congregation: but, though he permitted no ftrangers to 
attend them, yet, at their repeated requeft, he held them, 
fhortly before his departure, fome particular difcourfes. 
Natwithftanding the weaknefs, ftill attending him from his 
voyage to the Weft Indies, he had many converfations with 
the profeflors and minifters, and put into their hands an 
ample narrative, dated the 28th of April, of the origin, re- 
volutions, doctrine, regulation, and church-difcipline of the 
Brethren in ancient and modern times, in order to give them 
a true idea of the church of the Brethren, which, In time 
to come, might ferve as a ground-work for hiftory. For 
this purpofe, as he had done in fome other great archives 
and Iibraries, he likewi:fe ordered fome important documents 
to be depofited in their library. All this, as it appears by 
the deputation from the univerfity and the clergy, and by 
an act drawn up on that occafior:, was exceedingly well re- 
ceived, and accompanied with a fine eulogy and good 
wifhes. He alfo delivered to them a writing in Latin, con- 
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